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In this year’s Special Election Day edition 
of the NRCC Update we want to present 
information on an issue which is steadily 

growing in importance because of its impact 
on our daily lives — free trade. US corporate 
interests have traded the wealth and treasure 
of our nation for cheap labor and sky-
high, tax free profits. As the global market 
place expands, protecting American jobs 
and American workers will be the biggest 
challenge of our time. 

Since the passage of the North American 
Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) and the 
creation of the World Trade Organization 
(WTO), Americans have seen one out of every 
four jobs leave our shores.  In the 20 years 
since, the median household income is at 
roughly the level earned in the 1970’s, even 
though Americans have never been more 
productive.

Currently, our Government is involved 
in trade negotiations for a new agreement 
known as the Trans-Pacific Partnership 
Free Trade Agreement (TPP) undertaken by 
the United States, Australia, Brunei, Chile, 
Canada, Japan, Malaysia, Mexico, New 
Zealand, Peru, Singapore, Vietnam and 
South Korea. This so-called “free trade” 
agreement is being conducted in closed door 
sessions, with no involvement from Congress 
because of a policy known as “Fast Track,” 
which gives the President broad powers 
to negotiate terms of trade agreements, 
including trade partners, and procedural 
rules, without the consent of Congress. This 
undemocratic policy was enacted during the 
Nixon administration and has been utilized by 
Republican and Democratic administrations 
alike to conceal negotiation details from the 
American public.

Big banks, oil and mining interests, and 
agribusiness have joined together to brand 
the TPP negotiations as “trade” related, 
though they are in fact, a move to sidestep 
important consumer protections and industry 
regulations with the sole purpose of stripping 
the rights of all American workers and driving 
wages to the bottom.  These conditions will 
surely provide corporations with even more 
incentives to ship our jobs overseas.

If passed, the TPP has the potential to:

•  Offshore millions of American jobs and 
lower our wages

•  Ban Buy America & Buy Local policies 
used to reinvest tax dollars into our 
communities

•  Require the U.S. to provide equal access 
to the bidding arena on government 
construction and other contracts to any 
country signatory to this agreement, 
including Chinese military firms 
operating in Vietnam  

•  Flood us with unsafe, unregulated 
imported food and products

•  Provide grounds for foreign corporations 
to attack our domestic laws before 
tribunals of corporate lawyers, and 
demand unlimited taxpayer dollars as 
compensation

•  Increase medicine prices
•  Fuel more financial speculation and 

roll back the regulation of banks and 
securities

Under the terms of the TPP, businesses 
operating in signatory countries will be able 
to bid for government contracts on equal 
terms with any American contractor. For 
example, Chinese military contractors who 
have subsidiaries in Vietnam will have the 
same opportunities to bid for IT contracts, 
construction contracts and services contracts 
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in the same bidding arena as American 
contractors. In this scenario, American 
workers will be in direct competition with 
workers from a country where labor unions 
are illegal and wages are as little as one 
third of what Chinese workers are paid. 
When we make it easier for corporations to 
send  our manufacturing, processing and 
service related jobs to countries who have no 
safety protections for workers, no collective 
bargaining rights, little to no environmental 
protections, and pay substandard wages, we 
make it virtually impossible for legitimate 
American companies to compete on equal 
terms for any work.

If negotiated, this agreement has the 
potential to affect more than labor.  It 
reaches deep into all aspects of American life 
– our ability to set Buy American protections, 
control prescription costs, and regulate 
the financial industry to stop the practice 
of over speculation in the risky financial 
products that set the stage for the 2008 
market crash. Over time, this agreement will 
affect our economy more broadly. As more 
and more manufacturing moves overseas, 
less skilled labor is required to build and 
maintain these facilities. Less working people 
making contributions to our tax base will 
mean fewer construction related jobs as well 
as service sector, healthcare and education 
employment. 

For agreements to be truly “fair” they 
must include environmental and labor 
protections to set a standard of excellence 
for all signatory nations to aspire to meet. 
The TPP is not about fair and free trade – 
it’s about the race to the bottom in wages, 
worker protections, safety regulations and 
environmental protections - all in service to 
Big Business.

Trade is an issue that should matter to all 
of us because it has the potential to affect 
each and every one of us in all aspects of 
our daily life. But getting the jump on this 
topic is, quite frankly, a complicated maze 
of information. It’s set up to be confusing 
in the hopes that the average citizen will be 
overwhelmed and not demand accountability 
from our government.

Union Carpenters are not so easily misled. 
The success of our Union throughout history 
has relied heavily on the idea that educated 
people are powerful people.  In the months 
ahead, we will be dedicating e-letters to 
this very important issue to provide you 
with as much clear and concise information 
as possible. Please make sure you sign up 
to receive these updates at our website 
northeastcarpenters.org. We cannot let 
complacency be our undoing. If there is 
any hope in stopping the momentum of the 
movement to undermine the American worker, 
we must get educated, get organized and 
most importantly, get involved. Please vote 
on Tuesday November 5th.

Fraternally,

Michael Capelli
Executive Secretary-Treasurer
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Want to know more about 
how trade affects you?

Visit Public Citizen’s  
Global Trade Watch at 
www.tradewatch.org to 
find clear information on 
how trade policies affect all 
Americans. Public Citizen 
is a people’s research 
and advocacy non-profit 
dedicated to educating 
citizens on critical issues. 
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Message from the President

Political Director’s Report

By Tricia Mueller

As the 2013 election season  moves into 
full swing, the Northeast Carpenters 
are prouder than ever of our members’ 

dedication and hard work in the political and 
legislative arenas. 

We choose to be involved across the political 
spectrum—not only to influence policy 
decisions, but also to be part of making them. 
All of our efforts are complementary: from 
the job site, to local government, to the state 
and federal levels.  The goal is to go beyond 
maintaining each member’s livelihood—and 
to grow it. We are involved so that non-union 
interests alone cannot dictate conditions for our 
members.

In New York and New Jersey this year, 
hundreds of Northeast Carpenters members will 
take part in political action. Here are the nuts 
and bolts of our program:

 
Voter Registration

Election year or not, our voter registration 
program rolls on, day in and day out. We believe 
our members must be educated, informed 
voters—but they also must be in a position to 
vote by being registered.

We contact our non-registered Northeast 
Carpenters members with direct mailings. We 
register new members as they enter the union. 
We register members at local union meetings. 
Our Volunteer Organizing Committees register 
members on job sites and at other events.

As a result, around 87 percent of our 
Northeast Carpenters members are registered 
voters—among the highest percentages of any 

regional council in the United Brotherhood of 
Carpenters.

Education
 Our Political Education Committee sees 

to it that Northeast Carpenters members are 
informed about political and legislative issues 
throughout the year. Through meetings, direct 
mailings, newsletters and auto-dial calling, we 
pass the word with nuts-and-bolts information 
about the issues that affect us and our families.

 
Endorsements and Mobilization

Our political action revs up to its highest 
level during election seasons. In September, 
our Political Committee interviewed candidates 
and deliberated carefully before making 
endorsements in races across New York and 
New Jersey. Endorsements went to candidates 

By John Ballantyne

For Union Carpenters, Election Day is one of 
the most important days of the year because 
we can go to the polls to vote in support of 

candidates who best advance our goals. At the 
NRCC, the run up to an election is all about providing 
our members with access to important information 
on how candidates square with our issues, getting 
feedback, registering members to vote and turning 
people out to the polls. For these actions we rely 
squarely on the dedicated brothers and sisters who 
make up our Volunteer Organizing Committees.

Members on these committees run phone banks, 
make house visits, plan and coordinate events, 
recruit fellow brothers and sisters for actions, and 
so much more. They make valuable connections 
with leaders in their communities based on trust. 

These relationships can be the building blocks for a 
future in local government and will greatly enhance 
our ability to capture more market share for our 
membership. 

I am talking about the importance of VOCs 
with respect to politics, but they are in fact 
an invaluable asset all year round. Council 
Representatives can absolutely benefit from 
members who want to help out wherever it is 
needed. You might find you have a talent for 
getting others to commit their time to help build a 
handicap ramp for a member of your community 
or you may have a head for details and scheduling 
and can coordinate material drops to your Local’s 
next volunteer project. Perhaps doing internet 
research, taking photographs, or speaking a 
second language is more your speed. Regardless 
of ability, your Union will benefit from any level of 
volunteerism, no matter what your skills are.

Our VOCs perform vital functions for the 
union, but VOC members often get as much as 

they give. VOC meetings and events bring people 
together socially and give everyone a chance to 
discuss and ask questions outside of the formal 
structures of the union. It’s a chance to be part 
of the Labor Movement and to see our union grow 
and be successful. It’s also a chance to let us 
know where we can do things better. And you can 
fulfill your Membership Union Participation (MUP) 
responsibility as a VOC member through Local-
sanctioned events.

Volunteering is a personal choice to give your 
valuable skills freely in support of your union. 
The act of giving your time strengthens us by 
enhancing our resources to help us get more done. 
You don’t have to think of yourself as a leader to 
join a VOC. You simply have to have the desire to 
help. To become involved is to become a citizen 
of your union community. I hope to see you at an 
upcoming VOC event. 

VOCs — Active Members Build Strong Unions 

Why We Choose To Be Involved

continued on page 8  
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Political Action

Delegates Put a Face on Carpenter Issues

In September, the Northeast Carpenters 
hosted a Legislative Reception for NJ Senate 
and Assembly members to meet with our 

Delegates to talk about the challenges facing 
the working people of New Jersey. Delegates 
got a chance to tell our representatives about 
the importance of infrastructure development 
in putting our members to work and attracting 
new business to our state. The PEC took the 
opportunity to share a video of several of our 
members speaking earnestly on how becoming 
a union carpenter has improved their lives. To 
view the 7-minute video, please go to www.
northeastcarpenters.org/ 

VOTE YES 
        FOR A STATE MINIMUM WAGE!

For more information, visit 
northeastcarpenters.org

ON PUBLIC
QUESTION
No. 2

Senate Candidate and Mayor of Newark, 
Cory Booker spoke at our regular quarterly 
Delegate meeting to share his plan to create 
more work opportunities for Carpenters. 
Delegates spoke to Mayor Booker about 
the need to kick start the ARC Tunnel 
project and fund school construction. To 
view video of Mayor Booker’s speech, visit 
northeastcarpenters. org.

CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT TO SET A STATE MINIMUM WAGE WITH ANNUAL COST OF LIVING INCREASES
Do you approve amending the State Constitution to set a State minimum wage rate of at least $8.25 per hour?  
The amendment also requires annual increases in that rate if there are annual increases in the cost of living.YES

5

Senate President Steve Sweeney, Assemblyman Troy 
Singleton (LD 7)

Middlesex Dem. County Chair Kevin McCabe, E.S.T. Michael 
Capelli, Assemblyman Pat Diegnan (LD 18), Assembly candi-
date Nancy Pinkin (LD 18)

Assemblyman Wayne DeAngelo, IBEW (LD 14), E.S.T. Michael 
Capelli, Assemblyman John F. Amodeo, OE (LD 2)

E.S.T. Capelli, Senator Jeff Van Drew (LD1)

E.S.T. Capelli, Senator Fred Madden (LD 4)

Senate President Steve Sweeney, E.S.T. Michael Capelli, 
Senator Peter Barnes (LD 18), Middlesex Dem. County Chair 
Kevin McCabe
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NEW JERSEY SENATE

NEW JERSEY ASSEMBLY

For more information, visit northeastcarpenters.org

Our Endorsed Candidates

Name District Party Affiliation
Dawn Marie Addiego 8 Republican

James Beach 6 Democrat

Barbara Buono 18 Democrat

Richard Codey 27 Democrat

Sandra Cunningham 31 Democrat

Nia Gill 34 Democrat

Robert Gordon 38 Democrat

Linda Greenstein 14 Democrat

Ray Lesniak 20 Democrat

Fred Madden Jr. 4 Democrat

Donald Norcross 5 Democrat

Nellie Pou 35 Democrat

Ronald Rice 28 Democrat

Name District Party Affiliation
M. Teresa Ruiz 29 Democrat

Nicholas Sacco 32 Democrat

Paul Sarlo 36 Democrat

Nicholas Scutari 22 Democrat

Bob Smith 17 Democrat

Brian Stack 33 Democrat

Steve Sweeney 3 Democrat

Shirley Turner 15 Democrat

Jeff Van Drew 1 Democrat

Joseph Vitale 19 Democrat

Loretta Weinberg 37 Democrat

Jim Whelan 2 Democrat

Name District Party Affiliation

Nelson Albano 1 Democrat

John Amodeo 2 Republican

Bob Andrzejczak 1 Democrat

Peter Barnes III 18 Democrat

Daniel Benson 14 Democrat

Chris A. Brown 2 Republican

Chris J. Brown 8 Republican

John Burzichelli 3 Democrat

Ralph Caputo 28 Democrat

Marlene Caride 36 Democrat

Upendra Chivukula 17 Democrat

Herb Conaway 7 Democrat

Craig Coughlin 19 Democrat

Joseph Cryan 20 Democrat

Ronald Dancer 12 Republican

Wayne DeAngelo 14 Democrat

Patrick Diegnan 18 Democrat

Joseph Egan 17 Democrat

Timothy Eustace 38 Democrat

Angel Fuentes 5 Democrat

Thomas Giblin 34 Democrat

Jerry Green 22 Democrat

Louis Greenwald 6 Democrat

Reed Gusciora 15 Democrat

Mila Jasey 27 Democrat

Name District Party Affiliation

Angelica Jiminez 32 Democrat

Gordon Johnson 37 Democrat

Pamela Lampitt 6 Democrat

Charles Mainor 31 Democrat

John McKeon 27 Democrat

Paul Moriarity 4 Democrat

Gabriela Mosquera 4 Democrat

Jason O’Donnell 31 Democrat

Sheila Oliver 34 Democrat

Vincent Prieto 32 Democrat

Annette Quijano 20 Democrat

Celeste Riley 3 Democrat

Scott Rumana 40 Republican

Gary Schaer 36 Democrat

Troy Singleton 7 Democrat

L. Grace Spencer 29 Democrat

Linda Stender 22 Democrat

Shavonda Sumter 35 Democrat

Cleopatra Tucker 28 Democrat

Valerie Vainieri-Huttle 37 Democrat

Bonnie Watson-Coleman 15 Democrat

Gilbert Wilson 5 Democrat

Benjie Wimberly 35 Democrat

John Wisniewski 19 Democrat
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Kevin Brown (Incumbent)
Local 255 
Lenape Regional Bd. Of Education 

George Caruso (Incumbent) 
Local 8 MRCC    Monroe Twp. Bd.of Ed.

Dan Christy 
Local 255 
Gloucester County Freeholder

Ken Corcoran (Incumbent) 
Local 39    Cliffside Park Council

Michael Ring 
Local 255    Absecon Council

Troy Singleton (Incumbent) 
Local 255    Assembly 7
 
Joe Speyerer (Incumbent)
Local 255    Egg Harbor City Council

New Jersey  
Carpenter  
Candidates

Electing Our Own

Who better to represent Carpenter Values at every 
level of government than Union Carpenters? 
If we want more opportunity in the economic 

development of our communities, then we must step up 
and get involved in positions where decisions are made. 

Dan Christy  
Gloucester County Freeholder

Local 255 member and Senior Council Representative Dan Christy is 
stepping up in his bid for Gloucester County NJ Freeholder. Christy, a 24-
year member of the union, has been a staff member since 2005 and has 
been a valuable leader in our Brotherhood. Throughout his tenure he has 
been responsible for coordinating membership participation activities, 
participating in the development and instruction of several training 
programs, monitoring area standards, and most importantly, in his words, 
“always fighting to ensure projects are built with union contractors that 
pay a fair wage and benefits.” 

As a 3-year board member of the Gloucester County Improvement 
Authority, Dan has worked tirelessly to support economic development 
for the region including the Paulsboro Port project and the Woodbury 

Courthouse project. Dan is currently in his third year of service on the 
Washington Township Planning Board and Washington Township Environ-
mental Commission.

As Freeholder, Christy will play a major role in encouraging economic 
development for his constituents. His election will be an important win in 
a county that has much new development on the horizon. “As Freeholder, I 
will work daily to bring together developers, contractors and municipalities 
to get projects that will bring construction jobs to local tradesmen and 
permanent jobs to the local communities built.” The Northeast Carpenters 
give Dan Christy its wholehearted support. If you are a Gloucester County 
resident, we urge you to vote for Dan Christy Freeholder on Election Day.

Troy Singleton  
Assembly District 7

A member of Local 255, Troy Singleton is a 
prime example of our union’s efforts to encourage 
our members to run for political office. Troy 
was elected in 2011 and has quickly risen to 
leadership roles due to his widely praised talent for 
assessing, developing and implementing legislative 
responses to major regional and statewide public 
policy challenges. Troy serves on the powerful 
Budget Committee as well as the Commerce 
and Economic Development Committee and the 
Education Committee. In the last session, Troy 
authored a successful bill to expand construction at 
universities and colleges, and sponsored the bill to 
reauthorize the state’s Transportation Trust Fund.

In his capacity as Assistant to EST Michael Capelli, Troy assists in all our efforts to secure work 
opportunities and protect our members. A highlight was last year’s success in East Orange, where 
new apprentice language is helping our members get jobs on public projects. We are proud to 
support Troy in his campaign for re-election.
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who, regardless of party affiliation, have shown 
their track record and capacity to stand up for 
Northeast Carpenters in our efforts to secure 
work and a better livelihood.

Northeast Carpenters also focus on 
Carpenter-to-Carpenter efforts, staffing our 
own phone banks and canvasses to reach out 
to members on behalf of carpenter candidates 
and ballot initiatives in both New Jersey and 
New York.

Our Team
As Political Director, I manage all of our 

political and legislative efforts across two 
states. Deputy Political Director Tricia Brown 
coordinates our work on the ground in New York, 

while Frank Speziali serves as Deputy Political 
Director in New Jersey.

On the legislative front, we are fortunate 
to have Troy Singleton on staff as Assistant 
to the EST. Troy serves as the Democratic 
representative of District Seven in the New 
Jersey Assembly—and his roots in the 
Brotherhood make him uniquely able to bring 
Carpenter values to the policymaking table.

But it is you, as a member of the  
Northeast Carpenters, who serves the most  
vital role on our team. Affecting change and  
being part of policymaking is often hard  
work but the rewards are great, for each  
of us individually and for all of us together.  
It can also be a lot of fun. Contact me at 
tmueller@northeastcarpenters.org,  
or attend your next local union meeting  
to find out how you can get involved.

Political Director’s Report
Why We Choose to be Involved 
continued from page 3
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