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Good afternoon members of the Appropriations Committee. My name is 

Dennis Morris and I am the parent of a past graduate and  of a current 

8th grade child that attends Jumoke Academy Charter School in 

Hartford, Connecticut. 

I am here this afternoon to share with you my concerns about Governor 

Malloy’s proposed budget.  I am fearful that if it is passed in its current 

form, it would prevent families from benefitting from the type of 

education that Jumoke Academy and other high-quality charter schools 

can provide. That’s because as-is, the budget doesn’t fairly fund the 

needs of our schools. 

Jumoke Academy provides an exemplary education for Pre-K through 

8th grade scholars, and gives families in Hartford and surrounding 

communities the option of choice in what public school they want their 

children to attend. Jumoke is a very unique, it has a elementary school 

and two middle schools.  One of the middle schools, Jumoke Academy 

Hartford Conservatory, focuses on the Arts while providing an excellent 

academic education. The second middle school, Jumoke Academy 

Honors Smart, focuses on STEM education. Jumoke scholars consistently 

do well on CMT and SBAC testing. Our graduates attend some of the best 

high schools across the country, and most go on to attend college. If you 

could have attended the 2nd annual Martin Luther King Jr. oratory 

contest on Thursday, February 16th, you would have been able to 



witness some of the outstanding scholars that attend Jumoke Academy. 

 

Both my son and my daughter have benefitted from getting a great 

education at Jumoke, and I’m thankful for having been able to make that 

choice. I believe other families should be free to do the same. 

Our children need and deserve a budget that funds charter schools 

equitably so that they can continue to grow and provide that choice for 

more families in our state.  

 

Thank you for time and consideration. 


