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Good evening, members of the Appropriations Committee. My name 
is Elizabeth Toro and I am a parent of a scholar at Stamford Charter 
School for Excellence.  
 
In 2015, my scholar and I enthusiastically joined the Stamford 
Excellence family.  Like all mothers, I want the best educational 
option for my son. Stamford Excellence is the best choice for my 
family. 
 
I’m deeply troubled the Governor did not include funding for my son 
to continue to the third grade at our school of choice. Three years 
ago, Stamford Excellence earned a 5 year charter and it’s cruel to 
crush my family’s hopes and dreams by not funding grade growth at 
Stamford Excellence.  
 
My son’s school is a public school . What other public school would 
you snatch away the ability for a 2nd grader to be promoted to the 
third grade?  The power is in your hands to restore equity and 
fairness for all public school children, including my son. 
 
My family is one of the lucky few that are able to attend Stamford 
Excellence. I have several friends who sit on the waitlist for one of the 
coveted seats here.  Brandon is looking forward to his little brother 
being a scholar at Stamford Excellence too.  It would be disastrous 
for my youngest not to be able to attend school with his big brother.  
 
I’ve proudly watched my son grow into an avid reader and I anticipate 
observing my youngest become a lover of reading too. It was 
incredible to listen to my second grader read Charlotte’s Web -- a 



fourth grade reading level book .  
 
I want to continue hearing Brandon share that he had a “green day” 
at school.  Green days are days where he excelled academically and 
showed the values of our school’s acronym -- R.I.S.E. U.P.  
 
And for our lawmakers, breaking your commitment to our school and 
to my family doesn’t exhibit those values either. That’s “R” for 
responsibility, “I” for integrity, “S” for success, “E” for etiquette, “U” for 
unity and “P” for pride.  
 
Quite frankly, accepting the current budget as-is would earn you 
all a red day.  
  
One thing our children learn at Stamford Excellence is that when their 
performance is substandard, we can and will work together in a 
nurturing way for achievement and success. As a parent, I want to 
work with you - our lawmakers - to help you understand the 
importance of investing in Stamford Excellence and my son’s 
education.  I’m here to do my part to help you earn a green . 
 
Unfortunately, my children’s educational future is in limbo because I 
don’t know if we’ll have third grade or new PreK classes at Stamford 
Excellence. This uncertainty is simply unfair . I love Stamford 
Excellence.  My son loves Stamford Excellence.  The Stamford 
Excellence family loves our school.  I humbly ask that you keep your 
promise and fund our public school fairly like all other schools. 
 
I know this is a tough budget year with lots of difficult decisions that 
need to be made. But the current budget needs improvement. 
Connecticut has to fund additional grades for my sons and our family. 
Please don’t punish my child for our choice in sending him to a 
high-performing charter school.  My family has a right to see my sons 
succeed with our Stamford Excellence family. 
 
 
Thank you. 
 


