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Good afternoon members of the Appropriations Committee. My name 
is Melissa Asare and I am a parent of a scholar at Stamford 
Excellence.  
 
I wish my nearly 80 mile journey from Stamford to the State Capitol 
would be under happier circumstances.  However once again, I have 
to return to Hartford to fight for my daughter’s education.  
 
I am my daughter’s best advocate. And I wish I were here to 
advocate for enrichment opportunities for my daughter.  I wish I were 
here to advocate for more equitable funding so that my child wouldn’t 
be punished for choosing a high performing charter school.  But once 
again, I’m with you again to fight for her most basic right  to a high 
quality education. 
 
In 2015, I first began advocating for Stamford Excellence because I 
was well aware of the importance of getting my daughter a great 
start.  Stamford Excellence offered a glimpse of hope of what 
educational empowerment could look like for my daughter.  Being 
selected to attend Stamford Excellence changed my daughter’s life 
and that of our entire family.  
 
I’m disappointed and angry that funding for Stamford Excellence 
to grow to the third and fourth grades was not included in the 
Governor’s budget .  Two years ago we celebrated in these very 
halls when you all made a commitment to fully fund our school. Yet, 
here we are again fighting for our very existence.  Eliminating the 
later grades is an oppressive act and I’m disappointed that once 
again my child’s rights are being infringed upon. 
My kindergartner wasn’t originally selected in the lottery.  I felt 



indescribable pain to know my daughter was on the waitlist.  It was a 
true blessing to find out Alana could attend Pre-K at Stamford 
Excellence.  My daughter loves to complete her homework every 
night and I especially love hearing her read stories to me at the age 
of 5. It’s important to me to see my child continue to love learning. 
Her love for learning began at Stamford Excellence and our family 
needs it to continue.  
 
It’s hurtful not to see the inclusion of grade growth for Stamford 
Excellence.  I can think of no other public school that stops at second 
grade.  You wouldn’t break your commitment to another other public 
school, and I want you to treat my daughter and our family fairly and 
equitably like everyone else. 
 
I’m thankful Stamford Excellence has helped me learn how to be a 
stronger advocate for my daughter.  But  I want to fight for 
improvement and advancement.  I’m tired of fighting simply for 
our right to exist.  
 
I invite you to visit our Stamford Excellence family on Schuyler Ave. 
Please come down and hear my daughter’s kindergarten class read 
to you.  A journey to our family is long overdue.  Our school family 
has trekked to Hartford on numerous occasions.  I’d challenge you to 
eliminate our later grades after coming to our school and witnessing 
the success of our schools with your own eyes.  Maybe if you saw our 
scholars’ achievements there wouldn’t be such haste in eliminating 
my child’s rights to continue receiving a high-quality education. 
  
I teach Alana about keeping her word and not breaking promises. 
Please don’t break the promise you made to Stamford Excellence, to 
my daughter, and to me.  We need our school.  You can fix this grave 
mistake. 
 
As lawmakers, your report card currently has you earning a 
promotion in doubt  because not funding Stamford Excellence is 
simply wrong.  Please don’t hurt my daughter and our family.  We 
need you to do the right thing.  Please support Stamford Excellence 
and my parental choice. 
 


