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Good afternoon members of the Appropriations Committee. My name is 

Charles W. Jones and I am a public school advocate for public education.  

 

As an educator and public school advocate for both the charter and 

traditional public schools, I urge each of you to consider what it takes for 

a child to grow and soar, what it takes for each child to reach his or her 

fullest potential. Yes, it takes hard work and dedication, but it requires 

something else too, something we depend on you for: That is, fair and 

equitable funding. And the need for that funding increases based upon 

the demand of the families we serve.  

 

Great Oaks currently serves grades 6-8, but we want to grow to serve 

grades 6-12 as outlined in our charter. It’s a promise we’ve made to our 

families, that they can grow with us.   We’ve already made plans to 

purchase a school building and construct a village for our tutor corps so 

that we can make good on that promise.  

 

But Governor Malloy’s proposed budget doesn’t support that growth, 

making it harder for us to keep that promise to our kids. By passing this 

budget as-is, you’d be sending a message to our kids that because of 

their lack of privilege, or their parents income or perhaps because of 

their ZIP code, they don’t deserve the same chance at a desirable future 

as other kids. 



 

It’s important to remember that charter schools ARE public schools . 

However, charter schools are not funded the same as other public 

schools. And as a result, our families are seeing their dreams and those 

of their children crushed. When the budget doesn’t provide enough 

money to secure the space, growth or personnel needed to help our kids 

dreams come to life, they suffer. This is fundamentally unfair. 

 

It’s been said that education is determined from within . But right now, 

our children's futures are at the mercy of a budget that is to no 

advantage to them based upon where they live and what school they 

choose to attend.  

 

The Governor’s budget cannot pass as it’s been written. Please, fund all 

public schools fairly and equitably.  

 

Thank you. 


