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Good afternoon members of the Appropriations Committee, my name is 

Jermaine Smith and I am here proudly representing Capital Prep Harbor 

School, a public charter school in Bridgeport. I am here to ask that public 

charter schools be treated fairly and celebrated for their success stories.  

 

I am one of them. 

 

I have attended traditional public schools and private schools, and my 

parents invested more than $25,000  into my education, but those 

schools were not providing the education I needed to succeed. I want to 

be challenged in the classroom and Capital Prep provides that challenge 

every single day.  

 

My teachers are not just settling for assigning grade level work - but 

rather they give students like me opportunities to truly grow with work 

that is preparing me for college and putting me on the path to succeed.  

 

All students should be given a quality education like the one I receive 

and all kids should be held to a high standard because achieving our 

dreams in the future requires more than doing just enough to get by. 

 

I also want to thank my teachers and give them credit because they care 

about my education and my peers’ education. They will not let anyone 



in the classroom fail . They will do whatever is necessary, even if it 

means making themselves available early before school or late after 

school, so that we understand the work. They put our needs first and 

treat us with the utmost respect at all times. 

 

I also stand here today representing my four siblings who attend other 

great public charter schools. We are all succeeding and talking about 

what colleges we want to attend and the careers that fit our dreams. My 

brother Tyier wants to be an engineer, and one day I want to be the 

Attorney General of the United States.  

 

We will not be statistics. We will succeed because of the high-quality 

education we have received at our public charter schools.  

 

I ask you today to encourage the growth of more charter schools and 

NOT deny families that want better choices.  

 

There are so many other kids in communities like mine who have big 

dreams. Public Charter schools are part of the solution to make those 

dreams a reality.  

 

Thank you. 
 


