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Good afternoon members of the Appropriations Committee. My name is Caren 
Smith and my son Tyrese is a freshman at Explorations Charter School in 
Winsted, Connecticut.  
  
I am here today because a lot of people don't realize just how unequal 
Connecticut's public school funding system really is. In Connecticut, public 
students are funded based three things: the type of public school the student 
attends, where that school is located and what ZIP code the student lives in. 
Because of this unfair system, kids like Tyrese are not being treated fairly by the 
state. 
 
This past summer, families like mine breathed a sigh of relief when a Superior 
Court judge said that the way Connecticut funds public school students was 
“illogical” and “unfair” and needed to be fixed immediately. So imagine my 
surprise when two weeks ago, the Governor rolls out a plan to fix the way we 
fund public schools… and Explorations Charter School wasn’t a part of that plan? 
 
We love Explorations Charter School; so much so that I drive almost an hour 
every day from Waterbury to Winsted  and back just so my son gets the quality 
education he deserves.  
 
Tyrese has special needs, and large classroom settings simply don’t work for 
him. He attended Waterbury District Schools and he wasn’t given the attention 
that he needed in order to thrive, so I put him in a private middle school. 
However, private school is expensive and I’m a single parent with seven children 
to educate. So I was thrilled to learn about Explorations, a tuition-free public 
school option. I jumped at the chance to have him attend, and it has made all the 
difference for him.  
 
 



Since enrolling him at Explorations, Tyrese has blossomed and is an honors 
student. 
 
My other son Denzel is currently enrolled in Waterbury District Schools, and I will 
be honest with you... I am not happy  with the education he is getting there. At 
one point, I learned that he’d gone from doing well to failing , and no one at the 
school notified me for months. I asked his teachers to send me periodic updates 
on his progress in order to make sure he wasn’t falling behind, but they wouldn’t.  
 
If I could, I would take Denzel out and put him in Explorations in a heartbeat ... 
but, he’s an athlete. Sports are the reason he gets up in the morning, and without 
football, I worry Denzel would quickly lose interest in school altogether and 
become another statistic. 
 
As much as Explorations would love to add a sports program, they simply can’t 
afford it with the way our state funds charter schools… which means as much as 
I’d like to, I can’t put Denzel in there. As it stands, Explorations must constantly 
fundraise and apply for grants, all to make up for the difference in money they get 
versus what district schools get for their kids. Just imagine if Explorations’ 
students were funded fairly by the state, then all of that energy and hard work of 
raising extra funds could go where it’s most needed… into the classroom and to 
our kids. 
 
I don’t understand why time and time again, high-quality schools like Explorations 
get the short end of the stick. Our kids deserve better. 
 
I’m asking you to stand up for Tyrese and other kids like him, and fund charters 
fairly. That starts with including schools of choice like charter schools in any plan 
to fix the state’s education funding formula. 
  
Thank you. 
 
 


