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Good evening Appropriation Committee Co-Chairmen Osten, Formica and 
Walker and Subcommittee Co-Chairmen Slossberg, Somers and Rosario.  My 
name is Jeremiah Grace and I serve as the Connecticut State Director for 
Northeast Charter Schools Network, the state charter association for public 
charter schools.  
 
Governor Malloy’s budget proposal has some good points for charters. We 
are encouraged that he has plans that would increase per pupil aid to our 
students, who are currently significantly underfunded compared to other 
public school students. This increase would help get use closer to the 
baseline amount that the Education Cost Sharing Commission says it costs to 
educate a child in Connecticut – but it still falls a bit short of that amount.  
 
We know that kids with different needs require different resources.  But 
public charter schools have been flat-funded for three years no matter what 
need a kid may have.  This per pupil increase is long overdue. And for the 
record, our schools have been flat funded, while costs to staff, facilities and 
programs have increased.  
 
However, there’s a critical piece missing in this budget proposal – the 
funding to support charter schools that are currently operating the ability to 
grow.  Within the past four years, six charters have opened in our state. 
Most of those schools have not reached the scale, or number of students, 
they were chartered and approved for. Those schools and their students are 
expecting to grow to the next grade.  Therefore, there are literally hundreds 
of students who are in limbo, not knowing if the state will fund their school 
and support them so that they can grow along with the school that they 
love. 



 
Those students matter.  The Governor and the General Assembly have 
historically supported grade growth and we hope that you will honor those 
commitments.  
 
The state has also contributed to some of our schools’ families through 
bonds, which give schools the opportunity to offer more families a high 
quality education. Those schools deserve additional seats as the charter 
waitlist in Connecticut has nearly 7,000 names on it, according to the State 
Department of Education. 
 
This would not be an issue if the state adopted a funding formula that 
supports students and their family’s choices.  Not a formula that furthers a 
divide amongst different types of public schools and doesn’t ensure fairness 
and equity.  
 
Education is the great equalizer.  But here in Connecticut we have one of the 
worst achievement and opportunity gaps in the country. This is 
unacceptable. Now more than ever, we must fix all  public schools, especially 
the ways we fund them. Charters must be part of that equation. 

For the past four sessions, I have heard a great deal of anti-charter rhetoric 
in this building.  There are many who strongly support the status quo.  The 
same status quo that has created the achievement gap.  The same status 
quo that is not proposing new techniques to address this gap. Since 1997 
charters have been answering the call to give kids in the lowest performing 
district an opportunity to be educated. We must create solutions that help 
all while investing in schools and ideas that are working.  
 
While the state is under financial distress, we can not lose focus of our most 
worthwhile investments – our state’s children. We must educate all children 
especially those in underserved communities.  Public charter schools are a 
part of that solution they and their families’ voices must be heard.  OUR 
KIDS MATTER TOO! 
 
Thank you.  


