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My Name is Mel Morales, and I am a math educator at Common Ground 

High School. I have been with the school since 2007. I started at the school 

as a teacher’s assistant, and am now full-time substitute teacher educating 

a very diverse group of students in the school.  

 

I was in the U.S. Army for more than 15 years until I was medically retired 

from the service. I was the Station Commander for two U.S. Army 

Recruiting Stations (New Haven & Middletown from 1997-2004). Using the 

G.I Bill benefits and the Vocational & Rehabilitation office, I attended 

Gateway Community College, Southern Connecticut State University & 

Charter-Oak State College. In 2007 I was looking for an opportunity to 

make a difference in the youth, and set the example for my own two 

children about the importance of education. I was very aware of the many 

disparities and education gaps from city to city in the counties in which I 

was recruiting.  I left a career in the IT field and Logistics to pursue my 

aspirations to become a math teacher. Common Ground gave me the 

opportunity to pursue my aspirations. I have finished the Alternate Route to 

Certification Program (ARC) program, and am enrolled in the final course 

required to receive my certification.  

 



  

Common Ground is a very special and unique school. Students are not 

learning only the core academic courses. They are having excellent 

experiences of engagement with the environment, the community, and 

serving that community with service hours that are required per student, 

per year. They are learning more about sustainability, green technologies, 

social justice issues and many other areas that set us apart from a 

traditional high school. We have a community of students that, being small, 

looks out for each other. The experiences they have at Common Ground 

help these students become more powerful leaders in the future and in the 

community.  

 

I believe it is important for representatives to hear a first-hand, classroom 

perspective about the importance of charter schools. I am really directly 

involved in student’s academics -- in the trenches -- so I may not be aware 

of all the engines that are running in the background. But the loss of 

funding will have an immense impact on the education of the students 

whose parents have chosen to achieve their educational goals through 

charter schools. I know that, in small groups and one on one, our students 

can succeed -- not just academically, but also bonding and being a safety 

net for these students, generating more future leaders in the community.  

 

I want to be a voice for all the students who I might be able to assist in their 

learning -- students who may be undocumented, or with parents who may 

have had negative experiences in their own education. Through my 

experiences working with this particular population in the community, 



  

charter schools offer different options and venues for parents to have more 

ownership of their students’ education. These parents feel more 

comfortable and being engaged, because they made the decision to send 

their kids here. They’ve opted into this process, they have ownership of our 

school.  

 

I am calling on you to remember our school when crafting this year's 

budget. Thank you for your time. 

 

 

 


