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Good morning. My name is Jill Johnson and I am the Principal of 
Explorations Charter School in Winsted, a public charter school that 
serves students in grades 9-12.  
 
I am here today to voice my disappointment that charter schools 
were not included in S.B. 2 as proposed by Senator Bob Duff. This 
bill would have helped pave the way for a funding formula that makes 
sense but as it stands now, nearly 10 thousand public school children 
would be left out. 
 
Let me tell you about our school and why it should be included in his 
legislation. Our mission at Explorations is to provide an environment 
that cultivates a positive attitude toward lifelong learning in an 
experiential, non-traditional education setting. 
 
The majority of our students come to Explorations because traditional 
district schools simply were not working for them or were not meeting 
their needs. It is our goal to develop our students into adults who will 
be good citizens, good role models and giving individuals who will 
make positive contributions to society. 
 
This need is not limited just to Winsted where our school is located. 
At Explorations, we welcome students from 12 different towns 
throughout the greater Torrington area and beyond. Our students 
come to us with varying needs, including a more than 30 percent 
population of students with special needs. And it is our mission to 
serve every single one of them. 
 
 



However, transportation alone puts a $40,000 burden  on our 
school’s already stressed budget. That’s because some towns -- 
Torrington, in particular  -- are unable to provide school bus service 
for our students because it’s not in their budget to provide 
transportation kids who don’t attend district schools. 
 
Furthermore, one of the keys to Explorations’ success is the 
individualized attention our small learning environment provides for 
our students. And we want to stay that way. But under the current 
funding formula, our school would have to grow in order to get 
increased funding from the state. This would only harm our students 
and limit their ability to benefit from what our school has to offer. 
 
S.B. 2 had the potential to dramatically improve the way our state 
funds public education. But in its current form it leaves out our 
students and our families. And for educators and school leaders like 
myself, it would have been a huge relief to us from having to worry 
about where funding is coming from and instead, focus our energies 
where they are needed most: On our children. 
 
Small towns like the ones serviced by Explorations need and deserve 
equitable funding in order to ensure a high-quality education for all of 
our students.  
 
Please do right by our students and consider including them in this 
legislation. 
 
Thank you. 


