
 Public charter schools are approved and overseen by the State Board of Education. 

Charter schools are publicly accountable and are expected to meet academic, operational and financial 

standards and results. If they fail to achieve these results, the Commissioner and the State Board of Education 

can place schools on corrective action plans, probation, and even close them.  

Charter schools also must meet state and federal academic standards 

that apply to traditional public schools, and must undergo audits 

and submit regular reports to the state.

The Commissioner may at any time place a charter 

on probation if the school: has failed to adequately 

demonstrate student progress, failed to comply 

with its charter or with applicable laws and 

regulations, failed to achieve measurable 

progress in reducing racial, ethnic and economic 

isolation, failed to maintain its nonsectarian 

status, or is ineffectively governed or managed.

FACT: 
Public charter schools are among the  

most accountable public schools in our state.

MYTH: 
Charter schools are not accountable.
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Public charter schools in Connecticut have been flat-funded for the past several years at $11,000 per pupil, and do not 

have the same access to facilities, facilities funding or capital funding as all other types of public schools.

State charters are funded 100% by the state and do not have access to local property tax dollars like district schools do.

Until recently, school districts received funding based on previous district counts which were not reflective of the actual 

number of students in the district. Students attending state charters have never been included in those counts, nor have 

children who entered the district or left the district for any reason.

The state currently funds public schools through over ten different school funding formulas that have little or no relation 

to student learning needs, resulting in a wide variance in funding across similar school districts and types of schools. 

Under the new Education Cost Sharing formula which will go into effect in fiscal year 2019, districts will receive funding 

based on actual district student enrollment and learning needs. Charter students, however, are not included under the 

Education Cost Sharing formula, and are therefore flat-funded with no regard for student need.

Charter students are public school students too, and deserve to be funded according to learning needs just like all 

other public school students.

FACT: 
State charters are funded 100% by the 
state and charters do not have access to 

additional types of state funding sources 
like district schools do.

MYTH: 
Charter schools have access to more school 

funding than district schools.

necharters.org                               /necharters                               @necharters                               @necharters



Connecticut’s public charter schools continue to provide high quality alternative options for traditionally 

underserved students; many charter schools fall within the top performing public schools in their host districts.

On the 2017 Smarter Balanced assessment, over 80 percent of charter schools outperformed their host 

districts in English Language Arts and Math.

Of the seven districts with a higher percentage of Black, Hispanic/Latino, 

and/or low-income students outperforming the state average in English 

Language Arts and Math, four were public charter schools.

Based on 2016-2017 performance, two public charter schools 

were named by the State Department of Education as “schools of 

distinction” for academic achievement.

FACT: 
On average, students in 

Connecticut’s public charter schools 
have exceeded the performance of 

students in their host districts.

MYTH: 
Charter schools do not  
perform better than  
traditional public schools.
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According to state and federal law, public charter schools must accept all students, including students with 

disabilities and English Language Learners, regardless of previous academic performance. 

If there are more interested students than available seats for a charter school, the schools must hold a 

random lottery to determine enrollment.

State law includes a preference for schools seeking to specifically serve populations of underserved students, 

such as low-income students, those with historically low academic performance, English Language Learners, 

and students with a history of social emotional or behavioral difficulties.

Federal law permits that as states permit, public charter schools can use “weighted” lotteries to give 

preference to “educationally disadvantaged” students, which makes it more likely that charter schools would 

serve an even greater share of disadvantaged children than they already do.

FACT: 
Public charter schools  

serve the same population  
as traditional public school students.

MYTH: 
Charter schools cherry pick  

or skim the best students.
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By law, Connecticut’s charter schools are public schools organized as non-profit entities.

By law, charter management organizations must also be non-profit.

Public charter schools are free and open to all students, nonsectarian, do not discriminate on any basis, are 

publicly funded based on enrollment, and held accountable for meeting state and federal academic standards.

Public charter schools must meet the same academic standards that all public schools are required to meet. 

Charter schools are approved and overseen by the Connecticut State Board of Education.

FACT: 
As defined in federal and state law,   
charter schools are public schools.

MYTH: 
Charter schools are not public 

schools.
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FACT: 
The law requires  

public charter school  
teachers to meet numerous  

certification requirements.

MYTH: 
Charter school teachers are  

not certified teachers.

Every teacher in a public charter school must be authorized to work in the 

school by the State Department of Education.

At least 50 percent of the teachers employed must be traditionally certified, and the remaining 50 percent 

must receive state authorization to work in their school. This authorization is contingent upon meeting 

entrance requirements and required tests. The Commissioner may waive these requirements for any 

administrator or person providing instruction or pupil services who holds a charter school educator permit, 

provided not more than 30 percent hold the charter school educator permit for the school year.  

The charter educator permit may only be granted to teachers who meet all legal requirements and pass 

the appropriate assessments or meet State Board of Education requirements to receive a waiver, and must 

demonstrate effectiveness.
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Public charter schools serve predominantly low-income and minority populations and are located in many of 

the state’s lowest performing districts.

Some of Connecticut’s public charter schools have specialized learning models or a specialized focus on 

educating underserved populations, including English Language Learners, special education, and over-aged, 

under-credited youth.

As of 2016-17, more than 85 percent of students statewide in the state’s public charter schools are Black or 

Hispanic, more than 70 percent report as low-income, 5 percent are English Language Learners (as compared 

to 7 percent statewide) and 10 percent are special education students (as compared to 14 percent statewide).

FACT: 
Public charter schools serve all 
students, are diverse, and often 
specialize in educating high-

needs students, including special 
education students and English 

Language Learners.  

MYTH: 
Charter schools don’t serve 
special education students or 

English Language Learners.
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