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Chairperson Fleischmann, Chairperson Slossberg, Chairperson Boucher, and members of the 
Education Committee. Thank you for allowing me to submit written testimony today. My name 
is Barbara Ruggiero, and I am the Executive Director and founder of Brass City Charter School in 
Waterbury. 
 
I am writing to express my opposition, and that of the Brass City Charter School community, to 
the proposed House Bill 5451: An Act Concerning Funding for Regional Agricultural Science and 
Technology Education Center, which would take much-needed funding away from public 
charter schools and give it to vocational-agricultural schools. 
 
On behalf of the Brass City Charter School community, I urge you not to support this proposed 
bill, as it would devastate schools like ours. 
 
Waterbury is one of the state’s largest school districts, and Brass City Charter School is the city’s 
only public charter school. Our school was founded to provide a rigorous academic and holistic 
social-emotional learning program aimed at eliminating the achievement gap for underserved 
students. We exclusively serve students from Waterbury, which is historically one of the state’s 
lowest-performing districts. We opened with grades pre-k through grade 1 with the promise 
that we would add a grade a year until we are a full pre-k through grade 8 school. To 
accomplish this we need to add 34 seats per year up to and including the 2020-2021 school 
year. 
 
Since opening in 2013, we have consistently been among the highest performing public charter 
schools in the state, earning recognition as a School of Distinction in 2015-16. We consistently 
have more students on our waitlist than we are able to serve, but we aim to serve as many 
students as we possibly can, and to meet the increasing demand from families as best we can. 
We are proof that when given access to a high-quality education, all children can learn - 
regardless of their parents income, their socioeconomic background or their ZIP code. 
 
Fair funding is necessary in order for our schools to meet this increasing demand. And when our 



state approved a bipartisan budget last year, that budget included the funding our schools 
needed in order to grow and to serve our families. But if House Bill 5451 is passed, it would take 
$4.7 million in funding already approved for public charter schools and transfer it to vo-ag 
schools, leaving schools like Brass City Charter School dangerously short of meeting seat needs 
for FY 2019. This cannot be the way. 
 
I want you to understand that passing this bill would impact real students sitting in real 
classrooms at my school and others. It would hurt real families who chose this option for their 
kids. HB 5451 would cut more than 400 seats from the bipartisan approved budgeted amount 
of seats needed for school growth over FY19, leaving less seats than are needed even for the 
current 2017-2018 enrollment, and leaving a number of schools without the funding needed to 
educate a child in the next grade in 2018-2019. 
 
Giving families choice in public education is vitally important, and we recognize that vo-ag 
schools are an invaluable addition to our state’s public school landscape. They’re a choice that 
families should be able to have. But so are public charter schools. It is fundamentally unfair to 
take funding from some public school children in order to educate others. These are all our 
children and therefore, our collective responsibility. 
 
We understand the need to make increasingly more difficult decisions in order to meet the 
variety of needs across our state. But this funding is critically and urgently needed to educate 
kids like the ones I serve daily at Brass City Charter School. These families deserve to know that 
for as long as they choose our school, that choice will be adequately and fairly funded, and that 
their children will be able to move on to the next grade level each year until they graduate to a 
high school.. 
 
This legislation only further highlights how desperately our state needs a unified, single and fair 
education funding formula for all public school students, inclusive of public schools of choice 
like charters. While a funding formula was passed last year and is slated to go into effect for FY 
2019, schools of choice like public charter schools are left out of this formula. Even worse, this 
formula still leaves the state with more than ten different school funding formulas that have 
little or no relation to student learning needs, resulting in a wide variance in funding across 
similar school districts and types of schools.  
 
The state’s core responsibility to educate our state’s children must extend to all children, 
regardless of the type of public school they attend. I respectfully ask you not to support HB 
5451. 
 
Thank you for your time, for your thoughtfulness, and for your service to our state. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Barbara L. Ruggiero, Ph.D. 
Executive Director 
Brass City Charter School 
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