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Chairperson Fleischmann, Chairperson Slossberg, Chairperson Boucher, and members of the Education 
Committee. My name is John Taylor and I am the school leader of the Booker T. Washington Academy in New 
Haven, Connecticut. I am submitting testimony in opposition of the proposed House Bill 5451, which would 
have devastating consequences for our school community, as well as our fellow public charter schools, if 
passed. 

The Booker T. Washington Academy offers a high-quality school choice option to New Haven families, and 
currently serves 300 scholars in kindergarten through 4th grade, the majority of whom are from economically 
disadvantaged neighborhoods. Our student body is composed primarily of African American and Latino 
scholars, with 86% African American, 13% Hispanic, and 1% other. Approximately 82% of our scholars are 
eligible for free or reduced lunch. Eight  percent of our scholars receive special education services. The 
majority of our scholars enter kindergarten performing at approximately one full year below grade level 
expectations, but are on track for career and college readiness by the end of third grade, as evidenced by our 
scholars’ most recent Smarter Balanced Assessment (SBAC) Performance.  The SBAC results - 87% of scholars 
were proficient or advanced (45%) in math, and 74% proficient or advanced (35%) in reading.  These results 
rivaled the performance of schools in some of the wealthiest districts in Connecticut, and demonstrate the 
heights of achievement that all scholars can attain when given the opportunity and the tools necessary to 
succeed.  

The passing of House Bill 5451 would have a devastating effect on our school community and the New Haven 
community overall.  We were recently recognized by the State Department of Education as a School of 
Distinction for High Performance and rated a Category 1 school, the only school in New Haven receiving either 
distinction.  If House Bill 5451 were to pass, we would lose access to the seats that have already been 
approved by the legislature allowing us to add a fifth grade for school year 2018-2019, forcing our families to 
scramble to find a similarly high performing school option in a market where high quality seats are limited. 

We can all agree that vocational-agricultural schools are vitally important. Families who want to choose this 
type of public education have the right to do so. But so do the more than 10,000 families that have chosen a 
public charter school for their children. To strip funding away from our kids -- funding that was agreed upon 
under the bipartisan budget for FY 2019 -- and use it to fund the education of other kids, is wrong and unfair, 
and underscores just how badly our state needs a better way to fund public education. 
 
For the past four years, public charter schools have been flat-funded at $11,000 per pupil, with no regard to 
rising costs and with no correlation to actual student need. Our schools still do not have the same access to 
facilities, facilities funding or capital funding as other types of public schools. Still, public charters schools 
continue deliver a high-quality education for thousands of kids statewide, even outperforming their host 
district in most cases. Yet, we continue to fight year after year for fair funding.  
 
The only way to solve this is for our lawmakers to once and for all enact a unified, single and fair education 



funding formula that fairly and adequately funds all public school students, inclusive of public charter schools. 
And it simply cannot be moving funding from one type of public school to another.  
 
No child’s education should be shortchanged because we couldn’t come up with a better solution. 
 
On behalf of the Booker T. Washington Academy, I urge you to oppose House Bill 5451.  
 
Thank you. 
 
 
 
John A. Taylor Jr. 
Executive Director 
Booker T. Washington Academy 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 


