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Chairperson Fleischmann, Chairperson Slossberg, Chairperson Boucher, and members of the 
Education Committee. My name is Andy Sternlieb and I am Chairman of the Board of Brass City 
Charter School (“BCCS”) located in Waterbury. I am submitting testimony in opposition to the 
proposed House Bill 5451 which, if passed, would have devastating consequences for our 
school community, as well as our fellow public charter schools. 

BCCS, Waterbury’s only charter school, opened in September 2013 with students in grades pre-
K through 1st. The 2017-2018 school year includes grades pre-K through 5th. Pursuant to our 
charter, we have planned on adding an additional grade each year until September 2020 when 
we will have grades pre-K through 8th and 355 students. 

Our charter with the state is a contract between the state on one side, and our school, our 
families and our students on the other side. In return for accountability and performance on 
our part, the state agreed to allow us to serve students in grades pre-K through 8th and to 
financially support our school, albeit at a significantly lower rate than traditional public schools.  

House Bill 5451 proposes to cut $4.7 million dollars from funds already approved through last 
year’s bipartisan budget for public charter schools. If passed, it would eliminate funding for 
more than 400 public charter school seats that were approved under the bipartisan budget for 
FY 2019. Those 400 seats include funding for 34 seats earmarked for our 6th grade class. And 
without this funding, other schools who are still scaling up might not have enough funding for 
seats to serve students as they advance onto the next grade in the next school year as 
contemplated in their charters.  

Public charter schools are already funded disproportionately less than district schools. Public 
charter schools in Connecticut have been flat-funded for the past four years at $11,000 per 
pupil even though we face rising costs, and do not have the same access to facilities, facilities 



funding or capital funding as all other types of public schools. And state charter schools do not 
have access to local property tax dollars like district schools do.  
 
More specifically, BCCS is under contract to purchase the property we currently lease from the 
Archdiocese of Hartford with a closing anticipated for this spring. This summer we plan to 
renovate and modernize the property, which includes four buildings ranging in age from 60 to 
105 years.  Since we do not have access to local property tax dollars, we must secure funding 
from local banks and community development lenders. HB 5451 would destroy our ability to 
secure funding in the capital markets and would put the future of our school in jeopardy.  
 
Our state is responsible for fairly and adequately funding all public school children. BCCS and 
the other public charter schools need this funding in order to survive, and to continue providing 
the educational choice contemplated in our charter/contract with the state and promised to 
our students and their families  
 
I’ve been on the Board of BCCS for three years now. And every year we face the same situation: 
underfunding and some legislative attempt to eliminate funding for charter school grade 
growth. Without this funding, our families are left feeling uncertain as to whether or not their 
child can continue at BCCS through 8th grade as promised in our charter. 
 
This legislation only further highlights the urgency with which we as a state must continue the 
work toward a unified, single and fair education funding formula for all public school students, 
including all public schools of choice - public charter, magnet, vo-tech or vo-ag schools. We 
simply cannot be moving funding from one type of public school to another. 
 
Our children deserve better! 
 
On behalf of Brass City Charter School, I urge you to oppose House Bill 5451.  
 
Thank you. 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 


