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Chairperson Fleischmann, Chairperson Slossberg, Chairperson Boucher, and 
members of the Education Committee. My name is Tim Dutton, and I am the 
Director of The Bridge Academy, a public charter school in Bridgeport. Thank 
you for accepting my written testimony in opposition to House Bill 5451: An Act 
Concerning Funding for Regional Agricultural Science and Technology 
Education Centers.  
 
I am writing you to express my dismay at the very idea of transferring money 
from charter schools to fund the state vocational-agricultural education as 
outlined in HB 5451.  This is the very idea of “robbing Peter to pay Paul.”  By not 
committing to a unified funding system for all schools the state has created a 
situation where school groups fight each other.  No one can see this as an 
effective way to support Connecticut’s children! 
 
Moving money from one type of school to another does very real damage to 
affected children.  This could mean that public charter schools would not be 
able to grow from one grade to the next.  Public charter schools count on 
expansion for their financial survival since we have been flat-funded at $11,000 
per-pupil for four years in a row.  
 
We appreciate the importance of vocational-agricultural education, and believe 
that families who choose this type of public education for their children should 
be able to do so. But the same holds true for public charter schools. While we 
recognize the state’s fiscal difficulties, I urge you to find other ways to fund 
vocational-agricultural education that does not include taking much-needed 
funding away from public charter schools who already among the most 
underfunded in our state. 
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Again, I urge you to create a funding system that is fair and predictable for all 
students in the state. As we can see from HB 5451, the absence of such a 
system creates a dreadful situation where one type of public school and one 
type of public student are pitted against another! 
 
On behalf of the students, families and staff at The Bridge Academy, we urge 
you to oppose HB 5451. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Tim Dutton 
Director 
The Bridge Academy 
160 Pulaski Street 
Bridgeport, CT 06608 
203-336-9999 
timothy.dutton@bridgeacademy.org 
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