
January 2015  

Thresh the Mountains (Isaiah 41:15)

NEPALI FAMILY PROJECT UPDATE

VISIT TO NEPAL Nov/Dec 2014

The opening of the new Chhahara building and the back of the building itself

Anne and I spent 4 weeks in Tansen, a busy but eventful time. We were able to join Pastor Indra to induct the new 
Chhahara Church Hostel and place the first six homeless children. The opening was supported by the whole 
Chhahara community including the District Officer and police. Nepali Family Project has provided major support for 
the construction of the new building.

The Bhushaldanda School educates sixteen of our Silom children and many others we support. The school seems 
to be going well, and we were pleased to identify an excellent new teacher, Rosie Sherpa, to replace Bijeta. The 
Project's support was recognised at a School Parade which Anne and I attended. Emma, our volunteer, an Education 
student at JCU,  was a great success running activities at the school for the children and Sundar, the Principal , was 
very pleased with her input.

We visited the students at the Jagpowa blind hostel, who all gave presentations to the group in English. They 
appear to be trying very hard to do well in their studies. We know it may be difficult for the blind to find work, but it 
will be easier if they are educated and independent. At the very least they will be more capable parents for their 
sighted children.

Sandip took us back to Creative Disabled Self Help Centre at Damkara. All the residents seem to managing well in 
a very crowded and uncomfortable environment.  The older residents have new manufacturing contracts and we 
went away with samples of Nepali Himalaya tea packed at the centre and Mozzie coils made by the residents.

Our volunteer Karen, a senior nurse, lectured at the Tansen Nursing School students on this trip and made a great 
contribution to the nurses' education. Summer, another of our volunteers, helped in countless ways with the Silom 
children. 

We spent time with the Tansen Hospital missionaries at worship and socially. We will see them all again in April and 
will join in Easter celebrations. Maybe they will ask us to lead Good Friday devotions again.

Project Summary
 We met with many new students and checked on most of our currently supported students.  
 Older students are reaching graduation so we will be looking for placements.
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 All our services are working very well and children are having good social and educational experiences, and 

lots of fun.
 We have cemented excellent relations with the community, government and church groups.
 We ate a lot of chicken curry!

Now is time to start packing for our next visit at the end of March. Our suitcases are already almost full with 
children's clothes. We pray for strong support from all our well-wishers, as inflation, bad exchange rates and the 
growing expense of supporting tertiary education students  are all eating into our budget. It is going to be an 
expensive year. However with your help we shall continue to be able to accept all the needy young people presented 
to us. Please continue to support us in prayer and in-kind.
Digby Hoyal

SUCCESS STORIES

Sujjata in front of her new shop

With  support  from  Nepali  Family  Project  Sujjata has 
been able  to  set  up her  own beauty  and hairdressing 
business and is doing well. Anne’s toenails are still red to 
prove it! 

Srijana  Bhattarai visted  Nepal  in  November  with  her 
Australian husband, a Bhutanese Nepali  refugee. They 
were in Tansen while we were there and then went on 
holiday with Srijana's sister Shobha and her husband to 
India.  We  are  so  happy  that  Srijana  has  been  able  to 
settle in Australia and find work, buy a house with her 
husband's  family  and  begin  to  enjoy  life  after  such  a 
difficult start. 

The Project was able to provide 50,000 rupees to fund a 
heart operation for Barbarum's daughter.

The Project's vehicle was used to assist many who were 
wounded  or  displaced  by  a  recent  andslide  in  the 
district.

Arjun  Nepali has  been  supported  to  undertake  a 
Laboratory Technician course in Butwal which we hope 
will lead into meaningful work.

Abiyan  Nepal  church  group,  our  partners  in  Silom 
Children’s Home, invited us to their AGM and presented 
us with scarves and the Chief District Officer presented 
us with a framed Certificate of Appreciation. Cheena and 
Tul ensure that the children are doing wonderfully. Indira 
runs a superb vegetable garden. More children are being 
accepted all the time.

Anne and Digby receiving a Certificate of Appreciation on behalf 
of the Project
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A WORD FROM SOME OF OUR VOLUNTEERS

In November  2014 Anne and Digby Hoyal took a group of volunteers to support Nepali Family Project's work in  
Tansen and the Palpa district of Nepal. This is how two of them described some of the experience...

“After eight and a half hours in the trusty Troopie on the 
most amazing, yet indescribable road,the hillside town of 
Tansen and its proud friendly people await us. The 
children wave from the roof top of Silom as we drive past 
and its straight into it. Anne and Digby are so respected 
by locals and missionaries alike. From the moment they 
arrive until  they leave, there is a constant stream of 
visitors – most are people that the Project is helping or 
has helped in the past, or new people seeking assistance. 
There are innumberable cups of tea and clothes and other  
gifts from those in Australia handed out to those most in 
need. It was also wonderful to see the completed circle 
when those which the Project has helped in the past now 
come back to help family and friends themselves.”    

Karen Llewellyn - who taught subjects at the Tansen 
Hospital Nursing School during her visit.

“Anne and Digby had organised for a year 7 class from 
Australia (in Atherton) to write the kids a Christmas card, 
and they had also collected stationary for them. Summer,  
Karen and I sat on the floor with them and old christmas 
cards spread out EVERYWHERE, scissors, glue, coloured 
pencils, and together we got crafty and created 
masterpieces. The next day after church all of the Silom 
and Hostel kids came back to Anne and Digby's house to 
a Christmas party the Project had arranged for them! 
Over 50 of us had a great afternoon playing games, doing  
relay races and eating cake and momos. I joined  the 
Nepali Family Project visit to the Blind Hostel and Blind 
School yesterday afternoon. Each student stood up and 
introduced themselves in the best English they'd 
obviously been practising. One of them was explaining to 
us how happy he is where he is, and how grateful he was 
to have the other students with him, and to have what he  
has. It was inspiring and sad all at once.”   

Emma Strong – who taught at Bhushaldanda School 
and helped with after school activities at Silom. 

Christmas party games for the Mahima and Silom Hostel One of the blind students giving a presentation

HELP IS STILL NEEDED
The Project has provided some support to the Creative 
Disabled Self Help Centre run by Sandip Bhattarai who 
is  visually  impaired  through  scholarships  and  rental 
support. 

At  the  moment  there  are  35  people  living  in  very 
crowded conditions with a narrow stairwell which must 
be  almost  impossible  for  some  of  the  residents  to 
climb, even with assistance. All  of the residents have 
been  ostracised  from  their  communities  because  of 
their disability – and some are still young children. The Creative Disabled Self Help Centre
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The Centre residents

The building is located near a blind school on the plain 
below  Tansen.  The  visually  impaired  residents  are 
assisted by those with a physical disability to find their  
way  to  school  and  the  favour  is  returned  when  the 
physically impaired need assistance at home. We would 
love to help find this group of people a home that is fit-
for-purpose and closer to the services and schools they 
need. 

Can you help?

Whatever has been done is entirely due to the prayers and support of you, our friends and supporters. We thank you all  
and hope you will help us to continue this important work.

Anne and Digby Hoyal
PO Box 617, Malanda, QLD 4885
Tel: +61-740 952 932; Mob: 0400 792 259
E-mail: digby.hoyal@jcu.edu.au

PLEASE CONSIDER MAKING A TAX-DEDUCTIBLE DONATION
Electronic transfer: www.interserve.org.au/resource/Interserve_Donations_0709.pdf
Cheque: Payable to Interserve Australia, PO Box 231, Bayswater VIC 3153, & marked “Nepali 
Family Project”

 I enclose the sum of $............................................... for the Nepali Family Project
 I pledge myself to keep supporting the Project with $........................  every …...... months
 I wish to sponsor a student through his/her course and will contact you.
 I am considering making provision in my will for the Project. Please contact me.

Signed: …............................................................................. Date: ….............................

mailto:digby.hoyal@jcu.edu.au
http://www.interserve.org.au/resource/Interserve_Donations_0709.pdf

