
ARJUN 

In 2000, Arjun was admitted to Tansen Mission Hospital (where Anne and Digby Hoyal worked at the time – 
the founders of Nepali Family Inc) with turberculosis of the bones - he was 10 years old. Arjun was left at the 
hospital by concerned people from his village many miles away, after he had already spent more than 3 
months in a local government hospital. The government hospital had not provided him with any treatment 
during this time because he was unable to pay for it. He was a very sick young boy. 

Arjun's first birthday party in 2001 

Arjun was in the Tansen Mission Hospital for 6 
months and responded well to treatment. Prior 
to admission to hospital Arjun had lived mostly 
on the rubbish tip in his village with his little 
sister, who died after being bitten by a snake. 
Their mother had died during the birth of Arjun's 
sister, and their father had abandoned them. 

Tansen Hospital social workers could not find an 
orphanage place for Arjun when he was to be 
released. His greatest ambition at this time was 
to go to school. Anne and Digby Hoyal decided to 

support Arjun in their home within the Tansen Hospital grounds. He lived with Anne and Digby for 3 and a 
half years, until they were unable to work any longer in Nepal (due to their age). Upon returning to Australia, 
Anne and Digby financially supported Arjun to board with some of their Nepali friends. 

With significant difficulty due to his late educational start, Arjun finally managed to pass Grade 12 Science 
and is now studying to be a laboratory technician. Arjun considers Anne and Digby his adopted parents. From 
research into local records, Arjun has no living biological family, but at one time had seven siblings. 

Arjun's current ambition is to complete his lab course and help other kids like himself. 

 

 


