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The 2017 Roller Coaster Ride
The Nevada Lands Council (NLC) entered into 2017 quite optimistic.
Although our flagship bill H.R. 1484 had hung up in committee and
eventually died at the close of the 114th Congress, we were assured
that the proposed legislation would be introduced soon after the
commencement of the 115th. Unfortunately, special interest groups
funded primarily by donors outside of Nevada launched a malicious
propaganda campaign that misled voters into believing bills like H.R.
1484 would remove national parks, forests, wildlife refuges, and
monuments from the public domain while giving States the right to sell
the remaining lands to the highest bidder. These efforts proved
effective as thousands, if not millions, of Americans (many not from
the West) wrote primarily form letters (generated by online
applications) to local representatives demanding they renounce any
affiliation with public lands bills.

The result, in February 2017 Rep. Jason Chaffetz of Utah withdrew a
bill he had recently introduced, H.R. 621, that would have disposed of
land that had already been classified by the Department of Interior as
having “no public purpose”. Nevada Rep. Mark Amodei then
determined it would be in his best interest not to re-introduce H.R.
1484 due to the magnitude of opposition.

“The environmental
lobby, which was
probably more
concerned about raising
money than saving the
environment, had long
since learned that the
best avenue to promote
their cause was through
the federal government.
Agencies like the BLM
and the USFS were far
easier to manipulate
than the states.”
Dr. Tony Lesperance
Professor Emeritus
Animal & Range Science
University of Nevada Reno
In “It Was Nevada”, 2014

Thus, the NLC was without a bill going into 2017. Continue on page 4
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Between 2008 and 2016 President Barack Obama withdrew a total
of 550 million acres of U.S. Land and waterways from multiple use
access for National Monuments. This was over 20 million acres
more than what President Thomas Jefferson secured during the
Louisiana Purchase in 1803 (529.2 Million Acres). Since 1930 the
federal government has removed 15,610,982 acres from multiple
use access in Nevada which equates to roughly 180,000 acres/
year. We’re losing access at an alarming rate!
MONUMENTS
The Antiquities Act of 1906 states “that the President of the United
States… may reserve as a part thereof parcels of land, the limits of
which in all cases shall be confined to the smallest area
compatible with proper care and management of the objects to be
protected” [emphasis added]. So In June NLC President Rex
Steninger and Director Demar Dahl traveled to Pahrump to meet
with Secretary of the Interior Ryan Zinke to express our concerns
over the rapid loss of multiple use access across the West. Sec.
Zinke made it clear that he was not interested in federal land
transfers but was sensitive to the repercussions that we face as
Americans when massive swaths of land are taken out of the
public domain.
In August of 2017 Sec. Zinke announced recommendations to
shrink several national monuments which President Trump
ultimately acted on in December reducing Bears Ears monument
by 85% and honoring the original intent of the 1906 Antiquities Act.
CERCLA 108(b)
Aside from the full frontal attack, as seen with these National
Monuments, another approach is to regulate away multiple use
access. This was clearly evident as the EPA considered adding an
additional layer of financial bonding to hardrock mining operations
throughout the U.S.
In August the NLC wrote to President Trump requesting he
intervene in the CERCLA 108(b) ruling that was being finalized by
the Environmental Protection Agency. Essentially the NLC
demonstrated how the State of Nevada had, since 1980, taken an
active role to ensure financial assurance was met within the
industry and that the adoption of the EPA’s proposed regulation
could double the existing requirement and cripple Nevada’s mining
industry.
In December, the EPA decided not to issue final regulations for the
financial responsibility requirement due to the fact those sureties
are already being met under existing regulation.

NLC Chairman Demar Dahl visits with President Trump and Vice President Pence in Washington D.C. in April 2017.

GREATER SAGE GROUSE
In early October the BLM canceled its 2015 application to withdraw
nearly 2.7 million acres of Nevada public land from mineral entry.
Shortly thereafter, the BLM announced a scoping period to
"consider the possibility of amending some, all, or none of the BLM
land use plans that were amended or revised in 2014 and 2015
regarding Greater Sage-Grouse conservation" in several Western
States, including Nevada.
What does this mean? Essentially it means that all land use plans
that were developed in 2014 and 2015 could see changes in the
near future. This could mean more restrictive mandates and
reduced access to Nevada's public land or it may allow for more
local input and flexibility. Keep in mind, these land use plans were
developed at the state level with input from government, industry,
and special interest groups and eventually kept the greater sage
grouse from being listed on the endangered species list.
This may be an opportunity for some special interest groups to
exert their influence and close access to thousands of Nevada
public land users or it could give local users a stronger voice in
how Nevada's public land is managed in the future.
The NLC Commented in December setting a historical narrative
that proved Sage Grouse were not a native species to Nevada.
Furthermore, that they qualified neither as an endangered species,
nor a threatened species under the Endangered Species Act. The
NLC comments demonstrated that one of the primary threats
associated with the Greater Sage Grouse, predation, is often never
taken into consideration and those practices that have historically
bolstered the species numbers, such as grazing, are often
discounted as viable solutions. The NLC urged land managers to
use a common sense approach backed up by actual data when
determining appropriate Land Use Planning measures.

2017 was one of the worst wildland fire seasons on record.
Fortunately, Nevada fared well compared to its sister states in the
West. According to an October report in The Economist there were
over 50,000 wildfires reported across the West up to that point
which had burned 8.5 million acres (13,281 square miles). The
2017 fire season set records as the U.S. Forest Service spent a
blistering $2 billion (yes, with a “B”) battling wildland fires. This
does not take into consideration the financial strain incurred by the
BLM, nor the nearly $40 billion in insurance costs that were
reported in California.

An enormous amount of discussion took place regarding the WildHorse & Burro (WH&B) populations in the West. In March of 2017
the BLM reported 72,614 WH&B’s, nearly 50K more than what the
rangeland can sustain. Furthermore, the BLM spent $370 million
over the last five years to “manage” a population that continues to
explode. Of the $80 million budgeted in 2016 for the animals, $50
million was spent for long-term holding of unadoptable animals.
Although millions of WH&B advocates collect funds and write
letters to “save” wildhorses, for the last 5 years only 2,500 animals
on average have been adopted each year.

In June, NLC President Rex Steninger and Director Demar Dahl
traveled to Boise Idaho to meet with David Groeshel, Deputy
Director- Idaho State Lands. Mr. Groeshel has devised a
pro-active approach to wildland firefighting that has reduced the
amount of acreage burned on Idaho State Lands. One aspect to
this approach is that his department is identifying, prior to the fire,
areas of archaeological concern so that when a fire breaks out,
responders can quickly establish firebreaks and extract water
without disturbing sensitive historical sites. This strategy, along
with others, is paying dividends in Idaho’s wildland fire capabilities
– providing a stark contrast from those lands managed by the U.S.
Forest Service and BLM. Dahl and Steninger spent a half a day
with Mr. Groeshel where he explained his methods and provided
information that the NLC representatives could bring back to
Nevada for adoption here should the State take a larger role in
wildland fire suppression.

In September, the NLC reached out to Rep. Chris Stewart of Utah
and Rep. Dina Titus of Nevada to express our concern regarding
the exploding WH&B populations on the Western Range. We
presented the hard truth regarding overpopulation on the Western
range, that WH&B’s were dying of starvation and thirst and that the
only humane option would be to allow sale without restriction.
In October the National WH&B Advisory Board met in Grand
Junction Colorado to discuss overpopulation on the Western
Range. NLC submitted comments highlighting the serious nature
of the issues at hand and suggested that decades of fabrication,
fantasy, and pandering have brought us to a point where this
administration will have to make decisions that others were unable
or unwilling to make. The NLC encouraged the Secretary of the
Interior and BLM to execute their duties as outlined in the WH&B
Act of 1971 which states that “excess” animals “be made available
for sale without limitation” [emphasis added].”

Simply put, there are some federal managers in Nevada who have
no business being here. These individuals rule over their little
“domains” with impunity exercising bias in their decision making
and running rough shod over public land users who they have
personally deemed unworthy. The NLC is addressing this as well.
In January of 2018 NLC representatives met with Rep. Rob Bishop
of Utah, who in August, sought a full investigative report of Dan
Love, the notorious BLM law enforcement agent associated with
the Bunkerville standoff. By September the Department of Interior’s Office of Inspector General released a report confirming Agent
Love had misappropriated evidence, destroyed federal records,
and acted with intimidation, deception, and manipulation in the
course of his duties.
In July the NLC wrote to President Trump requesting a Presidential
pardon for Dwight and Steve Hammond. The NLC highlighted the
travesty that had taken place in regards to the bullying they
experienced from federal land managers over the last 20 years,

NLC President Rex Steninger and Chairman Demar Dahl discuss
strategies for moving forward in 2017.

their conviction under an irrelevant terrorism Act, and sentencing
that undermined the Federal Court Judge who oversaw the case.
In January of 2018, the NLC made another attempt highlighting the
scathing remarks provided by Chief Judge Gloria Navarro in the
Bunkerville standoff case where she confirmed the government’s
attempts to offset the scales of justice.

Continued from page 1. Although disappointed, there were still a great deal of public
lands issues that would need attention. The NLC staff circled the wagons and began to
brainstorm which issues had the most potential to restrict multiple use access to public
lands and to what degree we could have an impact on that. In this issue of Transfer
Times we will highlight those factors that were identified and NLC’s efforts to address
those issues.
Aside from a new Congress, the year was also met with a new Presidential
administration. The NLC engaged that administration immediately by meeting with
both the Secretary of the Interior and the President of the United States himself. Our
overall perspective is that they have both been receptive to our concerns which has
also appeared to play out in the administrations decision making as it pertains National
Monument size.
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Although it appears that we have this administration on our side, we are fully aware
that the tables could quickly turn in a matter of only a few years. The ideological
swings that take place between conservative and liberal administrations do anything
but provide stability and continued access to our public lands. President Obama
established Bears Ears National Monument encompassing 1.3 million acres in 2016. A
year later President Trump reduced that to 200K acres. If nothing changes, a new
administration could reverse President Trump’s designation and double what President
Obama put into place.
The only solution to this dilemma is to transfer control of the West’s public lands back
to their respective states. For this reason, we are preparing a new bill in 2018 that will
perpetually defend American’s multiple use access to U.S. public land.

Save the West for All Americans!!
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