
America’s Public Lands
In Nevada

78% 
of Nevadans say public 

lands in Nevada belong 

to all Americans

America’s public lands in Nevada provide us with 
clean drinking water, places for our wildlife to call 

home, an exceptional quality of life, jobs, and a great 
place for outdoor recreation of all kinds.



Crystal and Rock Hounding 

America’s Public Lands In Nevada:
Well, as the name implies - they are lands that belong to the public for the 

public. Held in trust for the American people by the federal government, the 
majority of public lands are open for recreational use. From the undeveloped wide 
open spaces of BLM land to the more developed campsites of National Parks, 
here in Nevada access to recreational opportunities seem boundless and the fees 
are minimal - if not completely absent. The agencies are federally mandated to 
manage for multiple use and sustained yield, meaning that they must ensure our 
outdoor recreational opportunities, natural resources, and scenic values remain 
intact for the benefit of all citizens.
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Hiking and Camping                               

Bird Watching
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What Are Public Lands?

A Short History of Public Lands

When the United States started to enfold the territories of the West into the 
Union, land grants were negotiated. Upon Nevada’s statehood in 1864, a clause 
was included in our state constitution guaranteeing the existence of public lands. 
As the nation’s homesteaders settled the West, the states’ lax rules were starting 
to lead to the degradation of what are now America’s most iconic landscapes. In 
response to such rampant disregard, early conservationists like John Muir and 
President Theodore Roosevelt advocated for placing a portion of America’s lands 
under permanent government ownership to ensure these stunning landscapes 
would remain intact. Despite heavy waves of anti-government sentiment growing 
in the West, President Roosevelt worked to create National Parks, Monuments, 
Forests, and Wildlife Refuges. 

The President also established more stringent hunting and fishing laws - 
enforcing one federal law as opposed to a state-by-state basis ensured the long 
term survival of wildlife species and habitat corridors. Over the course of the 
next hundred years, our nation has worked to improve conservation measures on 
public lands while balancing mineral and energy extraction, outdoor recreational 
use, and urban interfaces as populations exponentially expand. The system is 
in no way perfect yet the proponents of state land transfers would rather throw 
away our nation’s collective efforts to protect, preserve, and manage for multiple 
use rather than seek to improve it.

Backcountry Skiing
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Ranching
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Hunting                                                                                   
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Rock Climbing                                                                              

Horseback Riding                                           

Mountain Biking
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Understanding Managment 

“For clerks and students, factory workers and mechanics, the 
outdoors is freedom, just surely as it is for the folkloric and mythic 
figures. They don’t have to own the outdoors, or get permission, 
or cut fences in order to use it. It is public land, partly theirs, and 
that space is a continuing influence on their minds and senses.”
                               -Wallace Stegner
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OHV Riding
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A Heritage Worth Defending

For public lands managed by the BLM and Forest Service, think of public 
land management as zoning – some areas are protected for their wildlife and 
archaeological sites, some are developed for solar and geothermal, some are open 
for all types of recreation, such as off-road vehicle use, while others go to local 
communities for sewer plants or libraries. 

The federal land management agencies are required by law to keep inventories 
of important resources out on the land and have a very public process for 
deciding how our public lands should be managed.  They are also mandated to 
manage for multiple use and sustained yield so these areas remain intact for the 
benefit of all citizens, now and in the future.

To learn more about America’s public lands in Nevada visit these 
great Visitor Centers:

BLM:
Web: www.blm.gov/nv/st/en.html 
Red Rock Canyon VC (Las Vegas)
Sloan Canyon VC (Las Vegas)
Black Rock Field Station (Gerlach)
California Trail Interpretive Center (Elko)

National Park:
Web: www.nps.gov
Great Basin National Park VC (Baker)
Alan Bible VC (Boulder City)

Forest Service: 
Web: www.fs.usda.gov/htnf/
Spring Mountains Gateway VC (Las Vegas)
Galena Creek VC (Reno)

Fish and Wildlife Service:
Web: www.fws.gov
Desert National Wildlife Refuge VC
(Las Vegas)
Ash Meadows National Wildlife Refuge VC 
(near Death Valley)



The Bureau of Land Management manages about 48 million 
acres of America’s public lands in Nevada. These lands are 
managed for a wide variety of outdoor recreation including hiking, 
camping, fishing and hunting, birdwatching, driving for pleasure, 
horseback riding, skiing, climbing, mountain biking, dipping in 
hot springs, snowshoeing, viewing historic mining towns, and 
just enjoying the big open spaces. Popular BLM managed areas in 
Nevada include Sand Mountain and other OHV areas, fishing holes 
like Wild Horse, Knott Creek, and Lliipah Reservoirs, and scenic 
places like Red Rock NCA and the Black Rock Desert (including 
Burning Man). BLM managed areas where you can learn about 
cultural resources include: Gold Butte National Monument, Sloan 
Canyon NCA, Grimes Point, High Rock Canyon and Hickison 
Summit. Lands are also managed by the BLM for wildlife habitat, 
livestock grazing, renewable energy leasing, and mining.  Many 
rural Nevadans’ jobs are linked directly to public lands for mining, 
grazing, commercial guiding and land management, restoration and 
firefighting. The BLM also manages our National Conservation 
Lands, a system unifying a variety of conservation units like 
Wilderness and National Conservation Areas, National Historic 
Trails, and National Monuments.
 
The U.S. Forest Service manages about 6 million acres 
primarily in the Humboldt Toiyabe National Forest. This is the 
largest national forest outside of Alaska and it offers a wide variety 
of year-round recreation including the popular Mt. Rose, Mt. 
Charleston and Ruby Mountain Wilderness areas, beautiful Lake 
Tahoe, ski resorts, trout fishing streams, campgrounds and hiking 
and horseback trails like the historical Toiyabe Crest Trail, Tahoe 
Rim Trail, and North Loop Trail in the Spring Mountains. The 
Forest is also managed for mining, energy development and livestock grazing. 

The National Park Service preserves unimpaired the natural and cultural resources and values of the National Park System 
for the enjoyment, education, and inspiration of this and future generations.  This includes Great Basin National Park in eastern 
Nevada where you can visit the underground wonders of Lehman Cave and the ancient bristlecone pines on Wheeler Peak, the 
popular Lake Mead National Recreation Area with house boats and fishing, and a little known Nevada corner of the Death Valley 
National Park. 

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service manages nine national wildlife refuges in Nevada from the tiny Anaho Island in the 
middle of Pyramid Lake which protects habitat for the American White Pelican to the 1.6 million-acre Desert National Wildlife 
Refuge set aside in 1936 to protect the desert bighorn. The Desert Refuge is the largest refuge outside of Alaska located just 
outside of Las Vegas. The mission of the National Wildlife Refuge System is to administer a national network of lands and waters 
for the conservation, management, and where apropriate, restoration of the fish, wildlife, and plant resources and their habitats for 
the benefit of present and future generations of Americans.

Military Lands closed to use by the public. 

Public Lands In Nevada

Group Names Here


