
 

Friends of Nevada Wilderness, 1360 Greg Street Suite 111, Sparks, Nevada 89431 
 PO Box 9754, Reno, Nevada 89507     Phone (775) 324-7667; Fax (775) 324-2677 

Visit our Website at www.NevadaWilderness.org 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Friends of Nevada Wilderness Sends Out SOSS – 
Support Our Starry Skies! 

Contact Shaaron Netherton at 775-324-7667 
Or shaaron@nevadawilderness.org 

 
 
March 9, 2020 – Friends of Nevada Wilderness is observing the one-year anniversary of the Massacre 
Rim International Dark Sky Sanctuary by asking the public to support expanded efforts to preserve dark 
skies throughout the state. The Sanctuary was officially designated by the International Dark Sky 
Association on March 18, 2019.  
 

Throughout the country, dark skies are literally disappearing as urban areas grow and more light is cast 
up into the sky throughout the night. Already, 80% of Americans are unable to see the entirety of the 
Milky Way because of light pollution. 
 
“Many Americans simply don’t realize what they can’t see,” said Friends Executive Director Shaaron 
Netherton in launching the SOSS fundraising drive. “We are very fortunate that much of the land in 
Nevada is owned by the public and so our dark skies have been largely preserved outside of the major 
urban areas. But as the population and pressure to develop our public lands grow, those starry skies 
remain at risk of disappearing if we don’t take steps to preserve them.” 
 
Friends’ goal is to raise at least $7,000 to celebrate the anniversary of the Massacre Rim Dark Sky 
Sanctuary in far northern Washoe County. The funds will be used to monitor dark skies in other parts 
of the state to help determine where the public and land managers should focus additional 
preservation efforts.  
 
Stargazers are encouraged to get 150 miles away from an urban area to see a sky full of stars. But even 
at that distance, the “glow dome” of a city or town can still be seen, smothering visibility of stars closer 
to the horizon. Serious stargazing is not all that’s at risk. Until the industrial age, humans and animals 
evolved in a cycle of light and dark. Now, studies show that light pollution negatively affects the 
feeding, mating, and other natural biorhythms of wildlife. Human circadian rhythms are also disrupted 
contributing to insomnia, depression and other potentially serious health problems.   

 
more… 
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“There are so many reasons to protect our dark skies,” Netherton added. “We learned a year ago, 
when Massacre Rim was designated an International Dark Sky Sanctuary, that locals and visitors alike 
are enamored with the idea of visiting such a dark place. So dark skies are not only good for the health 
of people and our natural environment, they can be good for the local economy especially in the rural 
areas of our state.” 
 
Friends is currently supporting efforts to highlight Highway 6 through Nevada as a Dark Sky destination. 
Both Death Valley National Park to the west and Great Basin National Park to the east have active Dark 
Sky programs. Travelers between the two parks can enjoy exceptionally dark skies along the way and 
are being encouraged to spend an extra night or two in Nevada for some stargazing. 
 
This summer, Friends will be recruiting volunteers to sign up to help monitor dark skies in selected 
areas of the state, including on some of the most wild and beautiful lands along Highway 6. Proceeds 
of the Save Our Starry Skies fundraising drive will help support that and other efforts.  
 
Donations can be made at nevadawilderness.org. For more information on how to prevent or minimize 
light pollution in populated areas, click here. 
 

### 
 
Great Basin Astronomy Festival 
Town of Tonopah 
 
About Friends of Nevada Wilderness 
Founded in 1984, Friends of Nevada Wilderness has helped protect over 3.4 million acres of Nevada’s 
wild lands by leading efforts in the expansion or designation of all 70 Wilderness areas in the state. 
Over the past twenty years, the Wilderness Stewardship Volunteer Program has generated over $2 
million of in-kind services to benefit Nevada’s public lands. For more information, visit 
http://www.nevadawilderness.org/. 
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Massacre Rim International Dark Sky Sanctuary – photo by Kurt Kuznicki 


