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2019 Public Advocate Candidate Questionnaire 

Completed questionnaires will be public documents available on our website, so
put your best foot forward. If we ultimately hold an endorsement vote in your
race, your questionnaire will be circulated to our membership before the vote.

Candidate name 

Preferred campaign contact: 
name, email address, phone 
number (we won't publish this) 
What New York City civic and 
political organizations are you 
involved with? 

How long have you lived in 
NYC? In what neighborhoods? 

What have you accomplished in 
public life that you are most 
proud of? 

Name a currenl/past city elected 
official you admire, and tell why. 

The Public Advocate (PA) does 
not have clearly defined powers 
and responsibilities, compared to 
other executive positions. Name 
one way Letitia James (or a 
previous PA) has been effective. 

How have previous PA's missed 
opportunities to influence city 
leadership? 

NYC faces problems with no 
immediate or obvious solutions 
that require balancing needs of 
many stakeholders. Name one 
"hard problem" and describe 
how you'd help solve it. 

David Eisenbach 

Stop REBNY Bullies 
Movement for the People 
Northern Manhattan Not For Sale 
Chinatown Working Group 
Youth Against Displacement 
Friends of SBJSA 
Coalition to Protect Chinatown and LES 
Various Hispanic Chambers of Commerce 
28 years Morningside Heights, UWS and East Village 

When I ran for Public Advocate in the 2017 Democratic Primary I promised that I 
would pass the Small Business Jobs Survival Act if elected. After I lost I decided to 
fulfill my campaign promise anyway. 

I singlehandedly got a City Hall public hearing for the Small Business Jobs Survival 
Act after 32 years. I have been working with Speaker Corey Johnson to negotiate the 
bill over the last several months and I am confident we will pass SBJSA early next 
year. 
Fiorello La Guardia 

The Public Advocate job is always a reflection of the office holder. Tish James is a 
litigator and she launched extremely important lawsuits regarding the grand jury 
testimony surrounding the Daniel Pantaleo and Eric Gamer case, the rent freeze 
program, the foster care system, and cases involving students with disabilities. All 
were worthy cases and I would support a law granting the PA the authority to sue the 
city. 
I would not be surprised if Tish James indicts Donald Trump and winds up being the 
next Vice President of the United States. 
I ran against Tish because she did not call out the Mayor's pay-to-play corruption and 
oppose vigorously enough the rezonings. I also ran against her for abandoning the 
fight for SBJSA and repeating REBNY's false claim that the bill had legal issues. 

1) Affordable Housing. I oppose the mayor's affordable housing plan which has
contributed to the record displacement in the city. At the same time we need to
figure out a way to build affordable housing without displacing longtime
residents.

2) Closing Rikers: I disagree with the mayor's plan to build new jails in our
neighborhoods. But we must deal with the overcrowding and abuse. I will'
demand prosecution of all guards involved in abuse and dismissal of their
supervisors. We need to end the cash bail system and leg�,lize marijuana.
Rikers then needs a massive, phased in overhaul.

3) Educational Disparity: We need to make sure every school in every
neighborhood provides an opportunity for ALL our kids to compete. IN a city






