
 

2021 Brooklyn Borough President Candidate Questionnaire 

Completed questionnaires will be public documents available on our website, so put your best foot 

forward. If we ultimately hold an endorsement vote in your race, we will circulate your questionnaire to our 

members before the vote. 

 

Contact with questions: Jessica Thurston, NKD’s VP of Political Affairs, politics@newkingsdemocrats.com 

 

 

Name Khari Overton Edwards 

How long have you lived in 
Brooklyn? 

46 of my 47 years. I lived in Barbados for 1 year at the age of 4 
while recovering from a coma after being diagnosed with 
juvenile diabetes. 

What civic and political 
organizations are you involved 
with in the borough? 

• Brooklyn Community Council for Make-A-Wish NY-
Metro.  

• East Brooklyn Call to Action Committee 
• Elite Learners Inc – Violence Interrupters 

What have you accomplished in 
public life that you are most 
proud of? 

While working for Brookdale Hospital, Make-A-Wish NY Metro 
asked me for my assistance in recruiting wish granters for the 
700 plus terminal and chronically ill children who lived in 
Brooklyn, but would never would have had the ability to have 
their wishes granted or even heard; because Brooklyn could 
not recruit wish granters. Wish granters, while willing to travel 
to Manhattan and Long Island refused to come to Brooklyn and 
our children were left out. My most proud accomplishment 
was increasing the enrollment of Make-A-Wish volunteer wish 
granters from 30 (worst in the country) to over 400 in less than 
a year, which allowed us to grant over 700 wishes to children in 
Brooklyn up from 93 wishes the previous year. We were able to 
provide wishes for children in Boro Park to Brownsville, 
children with cancer, sickle cell and heart disease. Soon after, I 
was nominated the President of the Brooklyn Community 
council for Make-A-Wish, a position I currently hold. 

Why do you want New Kings 
Democrats’ endorsement? 

NKD views align with my vision of Brooklyn to serve my 
community from a standpoint of people first. I see myself as a 
moralist. I am not an elected and your endorsement would be a 
confirmation that Brooklyn recognizes the deeds of a person’s 
work, not their title.  

If elected, what will your top 
three priorities be while in 
office? 

My three top priorities are our, homelessness, healthcare 
(access and education) and building safer communities 
 
1.My homeless platform issue would be to address our 
working homeless, which in many cases are a direct 
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correlation to Brooklyn’s affordable housing crisis.   
2. Working in healthcare for the last 10 years, especially in the 
midst of the COVID pandemic and the lack of healthcare 
access, understanding and education are my focal points. 
3.  I started a nationally recognized gun violence program while 
at Brookdale, my 12 year son was almost a victim of gun 
violence and we need to look at the root of this problem, find 
innovative ways to reduce the issues of crime, especially 
related to gun violence and acknowledge it as a public health 
crisis. 

What criminal justice reforms 
would you support and what 
would you do specifically as the 
BP to support them?  

I am in support of criminal justice reform. Bail reform, in 
particular, historically bail has been used to detain poor people, 
majority of which are people of color. I however do not agree 
with a one size fits all approach, although every criminal should 
have their day in court; we need to rethink  way we handle 
repeat, violent or potentially violent offenders! I believe the 
issue of discovery needs to be reconsidered as well. There 
have been incidents where a witness have been identified and 
endangered.  I will lend my voice and intend to fund 
established re-entry programs, which all provide wrap around 
services, to prevent recidivism. 

What is your plan for building 
more affordable housing in 
Brooklyn? 

I believe the affordable formula is a joke, and is not meeting 
the needs of Brooklynites. As Borough President I will convene 
a coalition of community-based organizations and elected 
officials and lobby the Federal government to recalculate NYC 
current AMI. I want to open an investigation into the tax credit 
programs for new development and mandate a cap on renter 
prices. If a developer receives any breaks from the city, they 
cannot be both ways. If you pay nothing to build, you cannot 
charge rents that exclude lower- and middle-class families. It 
will have to an either or. I propose tax credits for “tenant 
friendly” landlords, for capital improvements to apartments, to 
prevent the costs passed to tenants in rent hikes.   

Do you support cancelling rent 
for tenants and small business 
owners during the COVID-19 
pandemic? 

I do not fully agree with cancelling rent. I believe individuals or 
families, whose employment was not affected by the pandemic 
and small business owners who were able to conduct business 
during the pandemic, should pay their fair share. I do believe in 
extending the moratorium for those who have lost employment 
and small businesses that are closed as well. Some landlords 
are small business owners, some landlords are very tenant 
friendly and we must consider them as tax paying members of 
the city and the overall financial impact for healthy economic 
recovery. I do agree on blocking land grabs and the destructive 
policy as third party transfers and tax lien sales. I believe that 
those who were struggling and in danger of losing their homes, 
should be forgiven.   

What would you do to reform 
the Land Use process to 
promote racial and social equity 

The Borough President and Community Boards should 
additionally  be allowed to have a final decisions on land use, 



in the borough? not just recommendations. In addition, I would propose an 
additional community survey or vote, made up of members of 
the community, residents, tenants and small business leaders 
initiated at the beginning of the process. That recommendation 
will count as a vote towards the proposed plan as well. 

New Kings Democrats has 
proposed several rules changes 
to be considered by the County 
Committee. Do you support the 
proposals? If elected, will you 
advocate for these and other 
reforms that democratize 
power within the County 
Committee? 

I am in agreement with NKD proposed rule changes.  I believe, 
however outside of circumstances beyond a committee 
members control there should not be a basis for any proxy on 
votes.  

How much money have you 
raised for this campaign? What 
are the major sources? How do 
you plan to avoid conflicts of 
interest? Will you have an 
outside nonprofit organization 
for which you will fundraise 
while in office? 

I opened my committee November 1, 2019, I raised 54k by the 
January 2020, filing. I chose not raise any money during the 
pandemic. I focused my energy on the hospital, eventually 
contracting COVID. I resumed my fundraising efforts 
September 2020 raising 20k. I am averaging 12k a month. My 
sources of my donation are colleagues, everyday working 
people, friends and family.  
 
Every Borough President had had a not for profit affiliated with 
the government function. Although I will not personally 
fundraise. I do expect to have funds raised to support the 
efforts of that 501C arm to provide activities, events, 
sponsorship, etc to the Borough.   

Are you accepting campaign 
contributions from law 
enforcement unions? 

No, nor will I be seeking their endorsement.   

Do you support defunding the 
NYPD? Do you support 
transferring resources to other 
services for the borough and, if 
so, which ones? 

I am not fully in support of defunding the NYPD. I work and live 
in communities where “good” policing is necessary while we 
address the causes and behavior that impact OUR public 
safety. We need to redeploy that billion plus dollars to smarter 
policing. We cannot expect to have two community affairs 
officers patrol a cluster of 20 plus NYCHA developments, 
consisting of several buildings.  We do not need an army to 
protect our community, but we need to specifically address, 
where the money, resources should be redirected. Presently 
many of the cuts are affecting civilians that are employed by 
the NYPD, such as lab criminalists and clerical workers, rather 
addressing the officers and demilitarization. I will also 
advocate for placing social work professionals, mental health 
and de-escalation professionals in patrol cars.   
I grew up in the PAL, it provided us a safe haven to me and 
other children. We had real community policing back then. 
NYPD IS NOT PROPERLY POLICING!   

What endorsements have you 
received from publications, 
electeds, community leaders, or 

I have yet to receive any public endorsements. It would be 
wonderful if NKD is my first.  

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1EpTijjEqy0fIEC63_WopKAl40MfAho_rg_TmNhHmooI/edit?usp=sharing


political organizations? 

Which borough presidents (past 
or present) do you admire most 
and why? 

I am old enough to remember Howard Golden, he is the only 
Borough President that I recall proposing legislation. I believe 
Marty and Eric did good things to enhance Brooklyn, but I 
would have liked to see them introduce or propose more 
legislation. I will exercise my legislative power. 

If elected, would you resign 
from all other elected or other 
jobs? And would you put assets 
you have in a blind trust? 

I am not in any elected office. I did however resign from my job 
as a hospital administrator to run for this office.  

What is one fun fact about you? I am an amazing chair dancer and perform concerts in my car.  

 

I have reviewed this questionnaire and agree that the responses set forth in this document are 

accurate: 

Candidate Signature: Date: _10/5/2020__ 

You must sign this questionnaire! When complete, please email your signed and scanned 

questionnaire as a PDF to politics@newkingsdemocrats.com 
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