
 

2021 Brooklyn Borough President Candidate Questionnaire 

Completed questionnaires will be public documents available on our website, so put your best foot 

forward. If we ultimately hold an endorsement vote in your race, we will circulate your questionnaire to our 

members before the vote. 

 

Contact with questions: Jessica Thurston, NKD’s VP of Political Affairs, politics@newkingsdemocrats.com 

 

 

Name  

How long have you lived in 
Brooklyn? 

I have been coming to the United States for more than 40 
years and even when I was studying abroad, Brooklyn has 
always been my home.  

What civic and political 
organizations are you involved 
with in the borough? 

I have been involved in the activities of many political and civic 
organizations in the borough, and I continue to collaborate with 
them in any endeavor that benefits Brooklyn.  

What have you accomplished in 
public life that you are most 
proud of? 

Before I was elected, I was very dedicated to doing everything 
possible to improve the quality of life of people around me and 
to better the community where I was living.  
 
As an elected official, I have continued to work hard and 
devote myself to addressing the critical needs most affecting 
the borough of Brooklyn and people throughout New York City.  
 
This includes issues such as equal access to quality 
healthcare that is affordable for all, housing equity, education, 
youth empowerment, family resources, equality and social 
justice, job opportunities and training, and creating a better and 
more fair immigration system.    
 

Why do you want New Kings 
Democrats’ endorsement? 

I have spent many years fighting for social justice, equality, 
immigration, and other issues affecting hardworking people 
and I appreciate New Kings Democrats advocacy on behalf of 
these issues.   
 
 

If elected, what will your top 
three priorities be while in 
office? 

I will continue to fight for all the issues that I believe are critical 
to achieve an equitable and just society for all. Among these 
issues are access to quality healthcare that is affordable 
regardless of socioeconomic status, affordable housing, and 
job opportunities.    
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What criminal justice reforms 
would you support and what 
would you do specifically as the 
BP to support them?  

There is so much to be done to improve our criminal justice 
system, and I will support all reforms that will make our system 
more equitable and just for all.   

What is your plan for building 
more affordable housing in 
Brooklyn? 

I believe that affordable housing is a human right. I have 
supported projects that bring true affordable housing to the 
community, and I will continue to do everything that I can to 
ensure that affordable housing is available to as many people 
as possible.  
 
As a Council Member, I have supported projects that have 
created more than 500 units of affordable housing in my 
district, and I am in the process of supporting a new program 
that will create more affordable housing in my district.   
 

Do you support cancelling rent 
for tenants and small business 
owners during the COVID-19 
pandemic? 

 
That will be the ideal thing to do for tenants at this very difficult 
moment, but we have to ensure that as a society, we take the 
appropriate measures that will benefit the tenant and resolve 
the housing crisis.  
 
We have to do more, including advocating for the government 
to provide assistance to prevent the collapse of the housing 
market. We have to prevent a recurrence of the housing crisis 
that occurred during the 1970’and 80’s in New York City.   
 
 

What would you do to reform 
the Land Use process to 
promote racial and social equity 
in the borough? 

I will support reforms that promote racial and social equity in 
the borough.  

New Kings Democrats has 
proposed several rules changes 
to be considered by the County 
Committee. Do you support the 
proposals? If elected, will you 
advocate for these and other 
reforms that democratize power 
within the County Committee? 

Yes.  

How much money have you 
raised for this campaign? What 
are the major sources? How do 
you plan to avoid conflicts of 
interest? Will you have an 
outside nonprofit organization 
for which you will fundraise 
while in office? 

My campaign fundraising is going very well, and we expect to 
raise enough to reach the maximum allowed funding.  
 
The major sources are small contributions from the community.  
 
I have done everything that is required to avoid conflicts of 
interest, and I will continue to abide by the rules in order to 
avoid conflicts of interest.  
 
I do not have a non-profit organization currently and I do not 
expect to have one.  
  

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1EpTijjEqy0fIEC63_WopKAl40MfAho_rg_TmNhHmooI/edit?usp=sharing


Are you accepting campaign 
contributions from law 
enforcement unions? 

From the contributions that we receive, I do not think that we 
have any from the law enforcement unions.  

Do you support defunding the 
NYPD? Do you support 
transferring resources to other 
services for the borough and, if 
so, which ones? 

 
There are so many critically important services in the borough, 
and all of them should receive the proper funding to continue to 
fulfill the needs of the people in the borough. I have always 
supported these services and I will continue to do so.  
 
The safety of our community is a human right, and it is 
paramount for the well-being of our borough. We have to make 
sure that we implement necessary reforms in the police 
department to ensure the just treatment for all people, 
regardless of religion, race, or beliefs. We must also ensure 
that they have the resources to provide security as they are 
expected to do.  
 

What endorsements have you 
received from publications, 
electeds, community leaders, or 
political organizations? 

I have been fortunate in all my elections to receive the 
endorsement of several elected officials, community leaders, 
and political organizations.  Many of them are excited for my 
decision to run for Borough President, and I expect to have 
their support.  

Which borough presidents (past 
or present) do you admire most 
and why? 

 
All of them have contributed in their own unique way to the 
borough of Brooklyn. Each one has added something valuable 
and offers something for me to be inspired by.  
 
 

If elected, would you resign 
from all other elected or other 
jobs? And would you put assets 
you have in a blind trust? 

Yes, according to the rules and regulations of this position.  

What is one fun fact about you? I like to make jokes, but when I make a joke, nobody laughs.  

 

I have reviewed this questionnaire and agree that the responses set forth in this document are 

accurate: 

Candidate Signature: _____________________________________________   Date: 

_________________ 

You must sign this questionnaire! When complete, please email your signed and 

scanned questionnaire as a PDF to politics@newkingsdemocrats.com 
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