
2021 Brooklyn Borough President Candidate Questionnaire 

Completed questionnaires will be public documents available on our website, so put your best foot 
forward. If we ultimately hold an endorsement vote in your race, we will circulate your questionnaire to our 

members before the vote. 

Contact with questions: Jessica Thurston, NKD’s VP of Political Affairs, politics@newkingsdemocrats.com 

Name 

How long have you lived in 
Brooklyn? 

My entire life, other than brief periods in Queens. 

What civic and political 
organizations are you involved 
with in the borough? 

Vanguard Independent Democratic Association (VIDA), 500 
Black Men Making a Difference, We Make Us Better, 
Gentleman’s Factory, Putnam Avenue Block Association, 
Cornerstone Baptist Church, African American Clergy and 
Elected Officials, Brooklyn Chapter of the NAACP, the 
Brooklyn Chapter of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity Inc. I am also 
involved with Brooklyn Community Boards 3 and 8, and the 
Community Councils of NYPD Police Precinct 77, 79, and 81. 

What have you accomplished in 
public life that you are most 
proud of? 

Avante’s Law, Kalief Browder Bill, and Chamber on the Go 
initiative.  

Why do you want New Kings 
Democrats’ endorsement? 

I value the endorsement of New Kings Democrats and any 
organization with a Brooklyn-based constituency that fights for 
Democratic principles and policies. 

If elected, what will your top 
three priorities be while in 
office? 

Housing (including affordability, rent stabilization, eviction 
protections, responsible development), Economic 
Development (including entrepreneurship particularly with 
minority and woman owners, job creation and sustainability 
with an emphasis on family-sustaining wages), and healthcare 
(including affordable quality healthcare for all, promotion of 
mental healthcare services and violence as a mental health 
issue, and easier access to healthcare services). It is difficult to 
isolate three top priorities while crime is escalating, civil rights 
continue to be violated, federal environmental protections are 
being eroded, school funding is getting worse not better, and 
sanitation pick-ups have been reduced.  

What criminal justice reforms 
would you support and what 
would you do specifically as the 
BP to support them?  

The principal reform would be to use the borough presidency 
to look at violence as a public health issue throughout 
Brooklyn. My background as a case manager allowed me to 
address violence-related issues with individuals and families. 
I’ve used my position as a council member to promote this, 
however I’ve been unsuccessful at attracting attention to this 
matter by the city’s current administration. As a BP, I’d have a 
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greater platform to work from than I currently have now. If we 
are truly going to address criminal justice reform, we need to 
do it holistically. This is more than looking at offenders, it also 
looks at the justice system itself, the lack of systems in place to 
evaluate mental health, lingering stigmas that affect decision 
making, imbalanced media coverage, and plugging in proven 
methods to address violence in individuals and end recidivism. 
Accomplishing this requires great sensitivity, because there are 
victims’ rights that also need to be respected and protected. 
That is why I am proud to say I have an excellent working 
relationship with District Attorney Eric Gonzalez, and his 
predecessor, the late Ken Thompson who was a friend and in 
his short time as district attorney. I look forward to working with 
DA Gonzalez in the coming years. 

What is your plan for building 
more affordable housing in 
Brooklyn? 

Responsible development model that depoliticizes the issue 
and instead studies community needs then puts them first. But 
you can’t talk about affordable housing simply from 
development. Preservation of affordability is of equal 
importance and in many ways a more immediate issue, as 
units are still coming out of regulation, leaving tenants 
vulnerable to dramatic rent hikes. As a council member I fought 
and continue to fight for a comprehensive assessment of the 
current affordable units, including information on when they are 
due to sunset, what is the affordability level that they are 
supposed to be utilizing etc. This baseline information is critical 
for a holistic plan on building and maintaining affordability.  
 

Do you support cancelling rent 
for tenants and small business 
owners during the COVID-19 
pandemic? 

I would like to know how this impacts economically 
disadvantaged persons, who overwhelmingly are minority. 
Canceling rent means building owners can’t pay porters, 
supers, clerks, and others who are, by and large, minority. 
Minorities have already been disproportionately impacted by 
the current COVID-19 crisis. Where is the plan to keep them 
employed if no rent is coming in? It’s worse that just losing a 
job. Many supers and some porters receive housing as part of 
their compensation package, so aside from losing their job they 
also lose their home, making them homeless and potentially 
making the current homelessness crisis worse. Owners of 
small buildings (4 to 10 units) are in danger of losing their 
properties, and putting them in reach of larger owners seeking 
to expand their portfolios, putting these residents at risk of 
major rent hikes, because owners of smaller buildings often 
provide affordable rent. What I support is subsidy to keep 
buildings safe and clean. I support the cancelation of the lien 
sale. I support eviction moratoriums and eviction prevention 
programs. I support looking for creative ways to get folks back 
to work. But a blanket “cancel rent” initiative is incredibly 
dangerous because of the massive impact it will have on 
minorities right now. We are not at 100% unemployment so 
why are we talking about 100% canceling rent? Where is the 
discussion on the massive unemployment it will trigger among 



economically disadvantaged communities? Unless of course 
meaningful tenant protections aren’t the actual goals but 
something else. 

What would you do to reform 
the Land Use process to 
promote racial and social equity 
in the borough? 

I will explore changes to ULURP that preserve existing 
communities and their right to remain in their current homes. 
This means looking for proven, meaningful ways to prevent 
what happened in Williamsburg (arguable the first place in the 
US that started the current wave of gentrification in NYC). 
Individuals coming from higher income homes were able to 
push out long-term tenants of the neighborhood by directly 
contributing to higher rents, many who were minority. 

New Kings Democrats has 
proposed several rules changes 
to be considered by the County 
Committee. Do you support the 
proposals? If elected, will you 
advocate for these and other 
reforms that democratize power 
within the County Committee? 

I have no issues with the proposed rules change and support 
them. I will advocate for any reform provided that it is 
representative of all Brooklyn, not just select groups making 
the most noise.  

How much money have you 
raised for this campaign? What 
are the major sources? How do 
you plan to avoid conflicts of 
interest? Will you have an 
outside nonprofit organization 
for which you will fundraise 
while in office? 

$200,000 as of the most recent filing, through a diverse group 
of donors spanning numerous industries and walks of life. I 
fundraise for VIDA. 

Are you accepting campaign 
contributions from law 
enforcement unions? 

I will accept law enforcement union contributions that have 
members that stand up to their members on racial and social 
justice issues, have programs and initiatives that promote 
racial and social justice, and align themselves with a person’s 
right to protest, and not object to oversight, in the same way 
that all government agencies, public office holders, and 
recipients of public funds are subject to oversight. 

Do you support defunding the 
NYPD? Do you support 
transferring resources to other 
services for the borough and, if 
so, which ones? 

I voted for a budget that called for a reduction in the police 
budget, as well as the budget for all other agencies. I support 
transferring resources for the borough as detailed above in my 
approach to violence as a public health issue. Addressing 
mental health, proactively in regarding prevention, and through 
intervention in current situations, is a priority for me. Besides 
this, I believe that police need to continue to be challenged in 
regard to civil rights and human rights. 

What endorsements have you 
received from publications, 
electeds, community leaders, or 
political organizations? 

We will announce our endorsements in the coming weeks.  

Which borough presidents (past 
or present) do you admire most 
and why? 

Marty Markowitz. He was everywhere, sometimes in two 
places at the same time. He was a true promoter of the 
borough and I will use him as an example, and as a mentor, 
when elected. 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1EpTijjEqy0fIEC63_WopKAl40MfAho_rg_TmNhHmooI/edit?usp=sharing


If elected, would you resign 
from all other elected or other 
jobs? And would you put assets 
you have in a blind trust? 

Yes I would resign. I am no longer district leader. Regarding 
assets, yes as long as that does not include my home. 

What is one fun fact about you? I was certified in 2019 by the Guinness Book of World 
Records as the tallest elected official in the world. I also am an 
adjunct professor at MIT, teaching economic democracy.  

I have reviewed this questionnaire and agree that the responses set forth in this document are 
accurate: 

Candidate Signature: ___________________________   Date: 10/08/2020 

You must sign this questionnaire! When complete, please email your signed and 
scanned questionnaire as a PDF to politics@newkingsdemocrats.com 
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