
 

 

 

2021 Brooklyn Borough President Candidate Questionnaire 

Completed questionnaires will be public documents available on our website, so put your best foot 
forward. If we ultimately hold an endorsement vote in your race, we will circulate your questionnaire to our 

members before the vote. 
 

Contact with questions: Jessica Thurston, NKD’s VP of Political Affairs, politics@newkingsdemocrats.com 
 
 

Name Kimberly Council 

How long have you lived in 
Brooklyn? 

All my life with the exception of college 

What civic and political 
organizations are you involved with 
in the borough? 

I am not a member of any political organization, however I have been 
civically engaged most of my life.  I have worked with/through non-
profit organizations to  positively engage my community, to register 
people to vote, to encourage residents to fill out the census. To 
educate people on who’s running for office, and to bring resources to 
my community. 

What have you accomplished in 
public life that you are most proud 
of? 

As President of East Brooklyn Housing Corp and Officer on the Board 
of the Berean Community & Family Life Center I helped build over 
1,000 units of affordable housing in Brooklyn. 

Why do you want New Kings 
Democrats’ endorsement? 

New King Dems are truly progressive and continue to push for 
reform of Brooklyn Politics, you are not afraid to speak truth to 
power and I believe our values are aligned.  

If elected, what will your top three 
priorities be while in office? 

Affordable Housing, Improving Education, Healthcare. 

What criminal justice reforms 
would you support and what would 
you do specifically as the BP to 
support them?  

The NYPD needs to be demilitarized, we need to address over 
policing in communities of color. We need to empower the CCRB- 
they should be an independent agency, I would also support an 
Elected Civilian Control Review Board. 

What is your plan for building more 
affordable housing in Brooklyn? 

We have to think outside of the box, we need to survey property 
owned by the City and by Non-profits and Religious institutions and 
encourage responsible development. 

Do you support cancelling rent for 
tenants and small business owners 
during the COVID-19 pandemic? 

Yes 



 

 

What would you do to reform the 
Land Use process to promote racial 
and social equity in the borough? 

The Land use process needs to be transparent from beginning to end, 
and community input throughout the process is imperitive. The focus 
on zoning needs to shift to creating a comprehensive plan that is 
inclusive and equitable. 

New Kings Democrats has 
proposed several rules changes to 
be considered by the County 
Committee. Do you support the 
proposals? If elected, will you 
advocate for these and other 
reforms that democratize power 
within the County Committee? 

Yes  

How much money have you raised 
for this campaign? What are the 
major sources? How do you plan to 
avoid conflicts of interest? Will you 
have an outside nonprofit 
organization for which you will 
fundraise while in office? 

$5K, all raised from friends, family and residents of NYC. I just 
recently joined this race, we are just getting started and have hired a 
professional fundraiser, and we will raise a whole lot more. 

Are you accepting campaign 
contributions from law enforcement 
unions? 

No. 

Do you support defunding the 
NYPD? Do you support transferring 
resources to other services for the 
borough and, if so, which ones? 

Yes. The current budget cut funding to DYCD, Education, SYEP and 
other social services.  We also need to approach mental health 
differently.  Senator Kevin Parker has a bill which would create a 
fourth wall in the 911 system which would take mental health calls 
from NYPD so I would support shifting funds to DYCD, SYEP and 
peace officers/social workers that respond to Mental Health issues. 

What endorsements have you 
received from publications, 
electeds, community leaders, or 
political organizations? 

I have received multiple endorsements in past races, from the 
Working Families party, unions, elected officials and others, 
including in the past 2020 race for City Council, again we are 
just getting started and expect to have many endorsements in 
2021. 

Which borough presidents (past or 
present) do you admire most and 
why? 

Eric Adams.  Eric Adams in my opinion did a good job of making 
Borough Hall accessible to everyone in Brooklyn.  And he was on the 
front lines during COVID. 

If elected, would you resign from 
all other elected or other jobs? And 
would you put assets you have in a 
blind trust? 

Yes I would resign. I don’t think my assets are significant enough to 
merit a trust. 

What is one fun fact about you? I went to elementary school with Christopher Wallace aka The 
Notorious BIG/Biggie Smalls 



 

 

 

 

I have reviewed this questionnaire and agree that the responses set forth in this document are accurate: 

Candidate Signature: _____________________________________________   Date: 
_________________ 

You must sign this questionnaire! When complete, please email your signed and scanned 
questionnaire as a PDF to politics@newkingsdemocrats.com 
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