
 

2020 City Council Candidate Questionnaire 

Completed questionnaires will be public documents available on our website, so put your best foot 
forward. If we ultimately hold an endorsement vote in your race, we will circulate your questionnaire to our 

members before the vote. 
 

Contact with questions: Jessica Thurston, NKD’s VP of Political Affairs, politics@newkingsdemocrats.com 
 
 

Name Toba Potosky 

Council District number and 
neighborhoods represented 

District 33 representing Bed-Stuy, Boerum Hill, Brooklyn Heights, Brooklyn Navy 
Yard, Downtown Brooklyn, Dumbo, Fulton Ferry, Greenpoint, Vinegar Hill, and 
Williamsburg. 

How long have you lived in the above 
district? 

Since 1986 I have lived at Cadman Towers in Brooklyn Heights, a Mitchell-Lama 
affordable housing co-op, with my wife Ronni and our rescue dog Maddy. 

Why do you want to serve as a 
member of the NYC Council? 

There is a disconnect between City Hall and the rest of us. Let’s face it: The Mayor 
stopped listening to regular people long ago. We now have to fight for the essentials 
like fully funding our schools, more affordable housing, and protecting our parks. 
  
I’m not a politician. I’m a blue-collar advocate who loves this city and has a track 
record of success fighting for our communities. Good leaders get things done by 
finding solutions and doing the hard work to fix our problems, big or small.  

What civic and political organizations 
are you involved with in the district? 

As President of the co-op for the last 16 years, I’ve been responsible for a $7 million 
annual operations budget and overseeing a union staff of 20. I am also the 
co-founder of the Cadman Park Conservancy, a grass-roots organization that works 
with NYC Parks on the care and maintenance of Cadman Plaza and Walt Whitman 
Parks. I co-founded the Mitchell-Lama Partnership and the Brooklyn War Memorial 
Honors. I am a member of the Independent Neighborhood Democrats.  

What have you accomplished in public 
life that you are most proud of? 

 
I've worked with our elected officials to amend the NYS Private Housing Finance 
Law so that teachers, nurses, and working families could once again qualify for 
quality affordable housing. I successfully advocated for more than $12 million for 
Cadman Plaza Park. I am currently working together with Assemblywoman Jo Anne 
Simon, Councilmember Steve Levin, and Borough President Eric Adams on the 
restoration of the Brooklyn War Memorial that will be a 100 percent accessible 
community center when completed. 
 
Over the years, I've worked with an alphabet soup of city agencies, including HPD, 
HDC, NYC Parks, DOB, DOT, VA, and EDC, so I know my way around 
bureaucracy. 
  
I've worked with local organizations on issues like saving the Brooklyn Heights 
Promenade and supported legislation proposed by Congress Member Maloney, 
Velázquez, and Nadler – making me the only candidate in this race who is a member 
of "Stop the Chop Coalition" to band nonessential flights over our homes. 
 

What are the greatest opportunities and 
challenges facing the district? 

 
The opportunities are endless for District 33; we are much stronger and have faced 
even greater challenges than we face today. For the challenges we do have, I am 
ready and prepared to take them head-on: 
 
Affordable Housing: I have a plan to build 100 percent affordable housing 
complexes at minimal cost to the city. My list also includes making homeowners of 
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current low-income renters and providing middle-income housing to middle-income 
New Yorkers. 
  
Reducing Homelessness: The shelter system is a complete failure. We need to 
address the root of the problem by tackling addiction, mental illness, criminal justice 
reform, and more.  
  
Rethin, Reform and Rebuild the NYPD: We need to start fresh – retire the top 
brass, fire the bad cops, and promote good cops. And then put those good cops in 
expanded community policing programs proven both reduce crime and 
discrimination. 
  
Saving Our Small Businesses: There needs to be a coalition between the Economic 
Development Corporation, local Business Improvement Districts, and lenders to 
provide a lifeline for small businesses to still be here on the other side of this 
pandemic. 
  
NYCHA Rescue: We need a New Deal for NYCHA residents – including a tenant’s 
bill of rights and full capital funding so tenants can live safely with the quality of life 
they deserve. 
 
Combating Climate Change 
Our mission is to reduce carbon emissions while investing in cleaner, greener energy 
sources. We will look to all forms of renewable energy including kinetic underwater 
turbines and hydrogen fuel cells. We can be the leader in cleaner, greener, and more 
efficient energy sources. We need to commit to the 2030/2050 plan. 
 

Why do you want New Kings 
Democrats’ endorsement? 

The New Kings Democrats were founded to foster transparency, accountability, and 
inclusion in Brooklyn politics. As a community activist, I support those goals and 
believe we can work hand in hand to make politics and government more equitable 
for all. Together, we can reform ethics laws, voting rights, and the criminal justice 
system so that it benefits all and not just those in the political establishment that have 
taken their power for granted. I salute your efforts to hold elected officials culpable 
and to build our communities for the people they serve. I would be honored to have 
your endorsement. 
 

If elected, what will your top three 
legislative and budgetary priorities be 
while in office? 

 
I am the most experienced candidate in this race to help NYCHA residents get the 
respect they deserve and begin rebuilding these properties. I would ensure our focus 
was on safer streets and new 100% accessible transit infrastructure, reforming 
discriminatory practices in the NYPD, and making a real commitment to affordable 
housing – the cornerstone of my legislative agenda. 
  
I will also put my negotiating and consensus-building skills to work, to involve many 
more constituents in shaping legislation and planning. While there may be a 
disconnect with City Hall, there needs to be a reconnect with City Council. 
 
 

What is one thing you would do to 
make New York City 
government more transparent, 
accountable, or inclusive? 

A commission should be formed to examine how best to open the barriers to third 
party candidates in elections so that New Yorkers can have the opportunity to choose 
leaders for their ideas and not just the limited choices of their political affiliations. 

Please review NKD’s voting rights 
platform: 
https://www.newkingsdemocrats.com/
voting_rights. In what ways would you 
like to expand voting access, and how 
can you do this as a member of the 
NYC Council? 

I agree with NKD’s voting rights platform. As a member of the City Council, I will 
push for simplified and automatic voter registration. I will also be an advocate 
for granting those with a criminal record the right to vote and be a champion 
for other progressive voting rights legislation. 

https://www.newkingsdemocrats.com/voting_rights
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What criminal justice reforms would 
you like to see the Council implement?  

I would like to see the City Council designate more funding for counseling, training 
and certification, and vocational education programs for skilled jobs for jails, 
prisons, and supporting community organizations. A grand gesture needs to be made 
in order to reverse a century of systemic racism. This is not easy. We need to seek a 
balance. We can also utilize the programs for prisoners to accumulate early release 
credits. And we need to stop incarcerating people for low-level non-violent crimes.  

What specific racial justice issues are 
impacting the district and how would 
you address them as a Council 
Member? 

 
Investment in Youth 
I am a supporter of NYC Inclusive Growth Initiative (NYCIGI) which will include 
youth programs. The one way to remove guns as an option for those in the black and 
brown communities is to level the playing field in housing, education, and 
opportunity. This new organization is dedicated to that purpose.  
 
NYPD Relationship 
So the ultimate goal is to rethink, reform and rebuild. Law enforcement should not 
be perceived as us against them. We need to start the healing process. NYPD 
sponsored grant and scholarship programs are a good place to start. I was a member 
of a PAL club as a kid in Queens. We should expand funding for this organization. 
 
Racism in Housing & Employment 
We need to “Ban the Box”. A past mistake should not keep you from ever seeking 
employment and improving your future. I also want to make sure that anyone 
applying for an apartment is given a written reason why they might have been 
rejected for the dwelling and hold landlords accountable for discrimination. 
 
 

What is your perspective on, and what 
would be your plan regarding, the 
funding of the NYPD? 

We need to start by replacing the top brass who have been part of a racist system. 
Let’s offer partial or early retirement to those who cannot be part of the solution. 
Let’s set a new standard and fire cops with a history of violence. We need a new 
vision for the NYPD. We can and should be the example for the rest of the country. 
We cannot begin to rebuild the relationship until there is respect, and a complete 
overhaul of our economic priorities for poorer communities. 
 
I support the addition of specially trained unarmed units, utilizing social workers as 
first responders, to give trained professionals the lead on substance abuse, mental 
health, and other difficult issues. 

What housing issues specific to your 
council district concern you most, and 
how would you address them if 
elected? 

The current administration is responsible for turning D33 into a showroom of 
multimillion dollar market rate housing. We need to refocus our relationship with 
developers and provide for them the tools so that they are building 100% affordable 
housing complexes. I am the only candidate in this race with a plan to build real 
affordable housing at little cost to the city. Being the beneficiary of a NYC 
affordable housing program, I understand more than most how they work.  

Do you support cancelling rent for 
tenants and small business owners 
during the COVID-19 pandemic? 

Unless we get a better bailout from the federal government, I recommend a long 
term rent deferment plan. Many landlords are small business owners themselves and 
need the income to pay property taxes, building maintenance, and salaries. While I 
whole-heartedly agree that we all need to share the fiscal burden of the pandemic, 
Brooklyn is home to many single building landlords that will then not be able to pay 
their bills without rental income. We can and must figure out how to lessen this 
burden without sending people into foreclosure.  

What will you do to help reach more 
gender equity within the NYC 
Council? 

We need NYC Council to represent the diverse communities they serve. I want 
women, communities of color, LGBTQ+, and all those that want to serve our 
communities to have the opportunity. Community Boards and advisory panels are a 
great first step to bringing more and  more diverse voices to the City Council.  

In reviewing the NYC Budget, what 
specific categories do you think should 
be either cut or increased to help the 
city’s current economic predicament? 

We must first implement a strict hiring freeze. City agencies will decrease in size 
due to retirements and attrition. We can also offer partial and early retirements. City 
agencies can cut down on the number of private consultants. We can streamline 
bureaucratic red tape, which will save time and money. We also need to spend tax 
dollars more wisely. $6.2 million to replace three water fountains is too much. In our 
past-covid economy, we may be able to sell off city-owned commercial real estate. 
 
Another priority should be for NYC to get out of the rental property business and 
make low-income renters homeowners for the first time.  



 

I have reviewed this questionnaire and agree that the responses set forth in this document are accurate: 

Candidate Signature:  Toba Potosky Date: January 16, 2021 

You must sign this questionnaire! When complete, please email your signed and scanned questionnaire as a PDF to 
politics@newkingsdemocrats.com 

 
 

 
What are your recovery priorities for 
the district related to the COVID-19 
pandemic? 

The key to recovery from any disaster is to quickly unify around a recovery 
plan. This list is by no means exhaustive, but any effective plan would include 
widespread vaccinations, SNAP benefits, expanding the Human Resources 
Administration, full capital funding for public housing, and continued food 
distribution efforts. We must strengthen our public health infrastructure. 

What would you do to reform the Land 
Use process to promote racial and 
social equity? 

I support a 10-year, citywide planning framework that sets long-term goals for 
housing, transportation, public space, and other community needs encompassed in 
Corey Johnson’s & Steve Levin’s legislation. It would reform the piecemeal 
planning that has largely neglected brown and Black neighborhoods, immigrants, 
people with disabilities, and low-income New Yorkers. 

What is your vision for the Brooklyn 
Democratic Party? 

Like everything else in this tumultuous time, the Brooklyn Democratic Clubs need to 
come together and unify like never before. As large as we are we need to better 
organize and better communicate with each other.  

New Kings Democrats has proposed 
several rules changes to be considered 
by the County Committee. Do you 
support the proposals? If elected, will 
you advocate for these and other 
reforms that democratize power within 
the County Committee? 

Yes, I support them and will advocate for them. 

How much money have you raised for 
this campaign? What are the major 
sources? 

We have raised $55,000 all in small donations. Contributions averaged 25 dollars 
and approximately 90 percent coming from district residents.  

Are you accepting campaign 
contributions from law enforcement 
unions? 

No, I am not doing so. 

What endorsements have you received 
from publications, electeds, 
community leaders, or political 
organizations? 

We are currently seeking endorsements from unions, community leaders, grassroots 
organizations, and political organizations – and from the many neighbors and 
community members that are ready for new leadership. 

Of the elected officials in the NYC 
Council, who do you admire most and 
why? 

Justin Brannan, is a strong voice for many of the platforms I believe in. I am excited 
to have Gail Brewer back in the City Council next year.  

What are some of the best ways you 
think New York City residents can 
best participate in civic life? 

Getting involved can initially seem daunting, but community engagement is critical 
and individual citizens have more political power than they realize. First, vote, call 
your legislators, pick up a pen – written notes still have value. Show up at town hall 
meetings and local rallies—volunteer, whether it be knocking on doors or making 
get-out-the-vote phone calls. You can make your voice heard literally in our city, and 
that is the beauty of Brooklyn and the foundation of the genuine political discourse 
we all seek. 

What is one fun fact about you? I love talking to anyone who will listen about the great potential of our city. 
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