
 

2021 City Council Candidate Questionnaire 

Completed questionnaires will be public documents available on our website, so put your best foot forward. 
If we ultimately hold an endorsement vote in your race, we will circulate your questionnaire to our members 

before the vote. 
 

Contact with questions: Jessica Thurston, NKD’s VP of Political Affairs, politics@newkingsdemocrats.com 
 
 

Name  April Somboun 
 

Council District number and 
neighborhoods represented 

District 33 
 
Neighborhoods: Boerum Hill, Brooklyn Heights, Brooklyn Navy Yard, 
Downtown Brooklyn, Dumbo, Fulton Ferry, Greenpoint, Vinegar Hill, 
and Williamsburg. 
 

How long have you lived in the 
above district? 

7 years 

Why do you want to serve as a 
member of the NYC Council? 

I am running to bring a fresh perspective to the City Council.  
 
I have lived the American dream. Today I’m a mom, a wife, a 
professional, and an engaged, passionate Brooklynite. But that is not 
how my story began.  
 
I came to this country as a refugee, the daughter of a single mother. I 
grew up in Section 8 housing and survived on food stamps. And, 
while I achieved “The Dream,” I know that’s the exception—not the 
rule. I know many, many people are seeing that dream slip away.  

That’s why I’m running for City Council. I’ve consistently fought to 
make life better for families. Now, I’m focused on fighting for 
Brooklynites at the local level. 

I want to be an advocate; to amplify the voices we need to hear 
most—voices that often go unheard.  

We need to elect someone who can represent the diversity that’s at 
the heart of Brooklyn. 

What civic and political 
organizations are you involved 
with in the district? 

I recently just joined NKD. I am also a member of the North Heights 
Neighbors, Independent Neighborhood Democrats, and the Brooklyn 
Heights Association.   
 
In addition to the above, I volunteer on a weekly basis at the 
Presbyterian Church’s food pantry and am an active member of the 
Poplar Street Community Garden. 
 
Currently, I also serve as a board member of the nonprofit, Brookly 
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Book Bodega that promotes literacy and provides children with free 
books and resources. 

What have you accomplished in 
public life that you are most 
proud of? 

One of the most significant experiences in civic engagement is when 
I was a volunteer for Gary Locke who became the first Asian 
American Governor in the US. 
 
Also, I have worked with so many wonderful organizations such as 
the United Nations, National Institute of Health, the American Heart 
Association, and Council for Economic Education to name a few that 
provided me the opportunity to provide children and their families 
with educational materials that positively changed people’s lives. 

What are the greatest 
opportunities and challenges 
facing the district? 

District 33 is in a prime location. The district’s challenges include 
luxury high-rise developments that aren’t affordable to the average 
New Yorker. I will eliminate perverse investment incentives that shift 
the costs of development onto our community and proactively find 
ways to replace monolithic development organizations with smaller, 
more diverse developers who won’t ignore the community’s voice. 
 
I will be on top of the transportation issues that are exacerbated by 
the growth in our district. I will ensure there’s a better way for the 
BQE, invest in safer bike lanes that separate cyclists from vehicles 
with the installation of bollards and advocate for the MTA to expand 
subway service and ensure subways and buses are accessible for all.  
 
In light of COVID-19, we are seeing a direct impact on our local 
community—small local shops and restaurants are closing down. I 
will work with state leaders to pass commercial rent tax relief, 
eliminate nuisance fees and the onerous processing/wait time for 
starting a new business, and stop the consolidation of commercial 
space in the hands of a few landlords who can afford to drive rents 
up. 
 
District 33 has the opportunity to be the leader in how we want 
growth to look like by changing the way we communicate and 
interact with corporations, developers, city planning, and the 
Department of Transportation to name a few. We are the first entry 
points into Brooklyn when you cross the East River. We can 
proactively take charge with how we want to see our community 
sustainably grow in a smart and inclusive way by building coalitions, 
working in partnership with organizations, and engaging our 
residents in a transparent and meaningful way. 

Why do you want New Kings 
Democrats’ endorsement? 

I get it and I will get the job done.  
 
While I have not held elective office, my professional background 
working in the private, government, and nonprofit sector, participation 
in civic organizations, and volunteering in the neighborhood have 
given me insight into the best ways to achieve meaningful change.  
 
The most valuable experience I will bring to the City Council is my 
first-hand understanding of the struggles that working families often 
face, drawing upon lessons from my personal upbringing and my 
experiences as a mom raising two kids in the city.  
 



My children are my guiding light. I am not afraid to roll up my sleeves 
and get to work. As a mom, we have to get the job done. As an 
immigrant, I know it’ll be work that takes discipline and grit. The way I 
champion for my children and family - I will also be that type of 
champion for the residents of District 33 and beyond.  

If elected, what will your top 
three legislative and budgetary 
priorities be while in office? 

Education 
I am a product of K-12 public schools and education has been key to 
my success. Education was my gateway out of poverty. I knew that I 
could lose everything, but no one could take away my knowledge. I 
am the first college graduate in my family, earning a Bachelor of Arts 
in English from the University of Washington and a Masters in Public 
Administration from Columbia’s School of International and Public 
Affairs (SIPA). 
 
Today, I am a working mom with a son in public school and a 
daughter who will be entering Pre-K next fall. It is my hope that the 
lessons learned during this pandemic will ensure our students get the 
tools and resources they need to succeed at home and through 
hybrid learning. It is imperative that we hold the Department of 
Education accountable to equip our schools with the necessary 
safety measures to keep our students and educators safe.  
 
As a City Council Member, I commit to:  

● Advocate for adequate funding for our schools and the 
resources they need to support our students, teachers, and 
families such as 

○ PPE gear and improvement on rapid testing and 
communication. 

○ School buildings equipped with clean and safe 
ventilation.  

○ Safely closed streets for outdoor and physical 
exercise. 

○ Access to virtual learning devices and broadband 
services for every child.  

○ On-campus nurses and mental health and social 
services. 

○ Financial literacy and health education programs. 
○ Special education and access for children with 

disabilities. 
○ Healthy school meals.  

● Provide after school enrichment programs and activities in 
partnership with reputable nonprofit organizations to help 
with working family schedules. 

● Invest in universal Pre-K for all 3-year-old children. 
 
 
 
 
Small Business Economic Development 
One of the reasons I love NYC is for the restaurant scene and the 
unique shops that you can’t find anywhere else. Small businesses 
make our city special and they create jobs. Together, we can 



cultivate an environment that has space for businesses of all sizes to 
thrive. 
 
Small businesses are the lifeblood of every community. 
Unfortunately, due to the pandemic it’s projected approximately 
one-third of small businesses will close, leaving over 500,000 people 
unemployed.  
 
As a City Council Member, I commit to:  

● Advocate for better wages. 
● Eliminate nuisance fees and the onerous processing/wait 

time for starting a new business. 
● Eliminate incentives that distort the market in favor of larger 

businesses. 
● Stop the consolidation of commercial space by landlords 

who drive rents up. 
● Work with state leaders to pass commercial rent tax relief to 

retail storefront businesses through the pandemic. 
● Maintain outdoor dining and shopping year-round. 
● Create open and pedestrian friendly spaces in small business 

corridors that invite people to visit our neighborhoods but 
also respect the residents and their quality of life. 

 
Food Security 
 
When we came to America, we were grateful to have the help of 
food stamps to ensure we had food on the table. No one should go to 
bed hungry and have to worry when they will have their next meal. Yet 
today, 1.5 million New Yorkers cannot afford food. 
 
As a City Council Member, I commit to:  

● Make it easier for families to apply and renew their 
application for the SNAP Program online and in-person. 

● Provide job training and education that focuses on poverty 
reduction. 

● Making meals accessible to all families year round and 
expand on locations and awareness of the program. 

● Increase NYC’s Emergency Food Assistance Program 
(EFAP) budget by reallocating some of NYPD’s budget 
towards tackling poverty and food insecurity. 

What is one thing you would do 
to make New York City 
government more transparent, 
accountable, or inclusive? 

I love our country and my family came here for the American dream 
and the opportunity that was promised. The Trump political climate 
is all my children know and they have not yet experienced the 
inspiration in American politics that I have witnessed such as the 
election of our first Black President, Barack Obama, or the election of 
the first Asian-American Governor, Gary Locke.  
 
I think civic engagement is important to understand the needs and 
desires of our communities, especially at the local level. It is the 
government’s responsibility to make it as simple as possible for 
citizens to have their voices heard. Together, we can cultivate a 
community where everyone has a voice, and every voice has power. 



 
As a City Council Member, I commit to:  

● Continue Council Member Levin’s participatory budgeting 
program. 

● Be your #1 advocate. I will work alongside you, to listen, and 
to come up with solutions. It is my promise that we will 
respond to your emails and phone calls within 1-business 
day. 

● Nominate individuals to the community boards that embody 
values, ethics, and a shared vision we can all believe in and 
will treat everyone with respect. 

● Hold monthly town halls throughout the district and provide 
free childcare on-site. 

● Hold office hours to ensure myself and my staff are 
accessible to you. My door will always be open. 

● Ensure distribution of regular bi-weekly emails and that our 
website is up to date with all the essential news, information, 
resources and the latest happenings in District 33 and 
throughout NYC so everyone is informed. Transparency and 
communication are key.  

Please review NKD’s voting 
rights platform: 
https://www.newkingsdemocra
ts.com/voting_rights. In what 
ways would you like to expand 
voting access, and how can you 
do this as a member of the NYC 
Council? 

 
There are two ways, I would like to expand voting access: 

● Make absentee ballot voting permanent 
● Have NYC Voter Ambassadors throughout the entire city or 

work witn nonprofits to work within their community and 
provide civic engagement education events (in-person or 
online) that will educate the residents about their voting 
rights, how they can get involved, what voting means to their 
community up and own the ballot and more. Overall, we just 
need more civics education that is availbale to all. 

What criminal justice reforms 
would you like to see the 
Council implement?  

We need to work together to reimagine policing that is transparent 
and builds community trust. I believe militarization should be 
removed from the NYPD and police should not be on school grounds 
with guns. I publicly supported the ban on chokeholds and the effort 
to repeal New York State's police secrecy law, Section 50-a, which 
hides an officer’s history of misconduct. 
 
As a City Council Member, I commit to:  

● Advocate for a complete audit of the NYPD budget. 
● Support measures to reduce wasteful spending and increase 

efficiency, reallocating up to $1B of the current NYPD budget. 
● Reallocation of those saved dollars will go directly into the 

community and work with different NYC agencies such as 
the Department of Health and Mental Hygiene, the 
Department of Administration for Children’s Services, and the 
Department of Education, as well as nonprofits to meet our 
community’s needs. 

● Push for NYPD to mandate annual professional development 
training for officers and ensure they pass exams 
demonstrating they know the law, citizen’s rights, as well as 
retraining on de-escalation techniques and effective 
communication with citizens. 
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What specific racial justice 
issues are impacting the 
district and how would you 
address them as a Council 
Member? 

Everyone should be treated with dignity. Here are few examples: 
 

● Funding our schools and ensure there are the right resources 
for families and that schools are not reliant on the PTA 

● Access to quality care such as health and mental services 
● Provide quality driven job training and employment 

opportunities so, people can live with dignity 
● Increase funding to our parks department because our 

quality of life is essential for all. 
What is your perspective on, 
and what would be your plan 
regarding, the funding of the 
NYPD? 

I will advocate for a complete audit of the NYPD budget. And, I 
support measures to reduce wasteful spending and increase 
efficiency, reallocating up to $1B of the current NYPD budget. 

What housing issues specific to 
your council district concern 
you most, and how would you 
address them if elected? 

I grew up in Section 8 housing, so I understand the struggle of 
having to ensure rent is paid every single month. I also understand 
the American dream of wanting to own your own home. 
 
As a City Council Member, I commit to:  

● Ensure that every community member has a path to staying 
in District 33, no matter their age group or their income level.  

● Maintain diversified housing in our community and actively 
pursue landlords who create artificial shortages. 

● Make sure that our community is not being asked to absorb 
more growth than others in our city. 

● Hold NYCHA accountable for maintenance of their buildings 
and units and ensure that they provide services and 
employment opportunities for residents. 

● Improve housing security for all. 
Do you support cancelling rent 
for tenants and small business 
owners during the COVID-19 
pandemic? 

Yes, especially during the pandemic to help families and small 
business owners get back on their feet. I also think we need to work 
with the smaller landlords to ensure they too are integrated into the 
relief packages. 

What will you do to help reach 
more gender equity within the 
NYC Council? 

As a woman, a person of color, and an immigrant I have often been 
the person excluded from the conversation, so inclusiveness and 
gender equity has always been important to me. My own experience 
has drawn my attention to other voices going unheard. As 
councilwoman, I hope to be a voice for those who are often drowned 
out by others and go unnoticed. 
 
I will work and advocate to elect more women along with electing 
individuals who identify as LGBTQ. I promise to have a staff that is 
diverse and at least 50% women and/or non-binary. 

In reviewing the NYC Budget, 
what specific categories do you 
think should be either cut or 
increased to help the city’s 
current economic predicament? 

We need a complete and full audit of the NYPD budget, the 
Department of Education’s budget, along with how the Mayoral’s 
staff budget to name a few. We need to comb through and find out 
where the inefficiencies are, where money is being wasted, and 
reallocate those funds into departments and our communitieis that 
need it most to help with economic recovery. 

What are your recovery 
priorities for the district related 
to the COVID-19 pandemic? 

Supporting small businesses that will help with economic recovery, 
getting working families back to work, making sure our schools are 
safe, plus helping our senior citizens receive the card they deserve. 
 
Please see my top 3 legislative priorities above.  



 

 

 

 

I have reviewed this questionnaire and agree that the responses set forth in this document are accurate: 

 
What would you do to reform 
the Land Use process to 
promote racial and social 
equity? 

Create a new task force group of residents and experts that would 
have a say at the table to promote racial and social equity. We have 
to bring it back to our community. 

What is your vision for the 
Brooklyn Democratic Party? 

100% transparency and getting more residents civically engaged 
from local to national politics.  

New Kings Democrats has 
proposed several rules changes 
to be considered by the County 
Committee. Do you support the 
proposals? If elected, will you 
advocate for these and other 
reforms that democratize 
power within the County 
Committee? 

Yes and yes. 

How much money have you 
raised for this campaign? What 
are the major sources? 

$30,852 from 462 individual contributors (family, friends, neighbors, 
friends of friends).  

Are you accepting campaign 
contributions from law 
enforcement unions? 

No 

What endorsements have you 
received from publications, 
electeds, community leaders, or 
political organizations? 

As of right now, I do not have any endorsements. My children are my 
guiding light and my friends and family believe in me. I am not afraid 
to roll up my sleeves and get to work. As a mom, we have to get the 
job done. As an immigrant, I know it’ll be work that takes discipline 
and grit. The way I champion for my children and family - I will also 
be that type of champion for you.  

Of the elected officials in the 
NYC Council, who do you 
admire most and why? 

Brad Lander. He shares in my values, is empathetic, and a force for 
change—all things we need in a leader. 

What are some of the best 
ways you think New York City 
residents can best participate 
in civic life? 

There are so many ways but one way is to attend a community board 
meeting or join a group that your passionate about either it be 
composting or making sure our streets are clean.  
 
If I am elected, I will continue the Public Paticipatory Budget Program 
and amplify them importance of getting residents involved and what 
it means for them and the future generations.  
 

What is one fun fact about you?  I love playing board games especially Carcassonne and Code Names! 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1EpTijjEqy0fIEC63_WopKAl40MfAho_rg_TmNhHmooI/edit?usp=sharing


Candidate Signature:    Date: Janaury 14, 2021 

You must sign this questionnaire! When complete, please email your signed and scanned questionnaire as 
a PDF to politics@newkingsdemocrats.com 
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