
 

2020 City Council Candidate Questionnaire 

Completed questionnaires will be public documents available on our website, so put your best 
foot forward. If we ultimately hold an endorsement vote in your race, we will circulate your 

questionnaire to our members before the vote. 
 

Contact with questions: Jessica Thurston, NKD’s VP of Political Affairs, 
politics@newkingsdemocrats.com 

 
 

Name Elizabeth Adams 

Council District number and 
neighborhoods represented 

CD -33: Boerum Hill, Brooklyn Heights, Brooklyn Navy Yard, 
Downtown Brooklyn, Dumbo, Fulton Ferry, Greenpoint, 
Vinegar Hill, Williamsburg. 

How long have you lived in 
the above district? 

I moved to North Brooklyn 10 years ago.  

Why do you want to serve as 
a member of the NYC 
Council? 

I am running to ensure that every resident of District 33, not 
just the wealthiest, can live with dignity, economic security, 
safety, and a voice in our democracy; hold local governments 
more accountable to our communities, and bring fresh ideas to 
the city council.  
 
I grew up in New York City and have been an advocate, 
educator, and lifelong tenant. Two years ago, after working for 
several years in NYC reproductive health equity, I went to work 
in local government because I saw what was happening in my 
own community and across Brooklyn, and I wanted to learn the 
tools to enact change at the government level. The 33rd 
District has experienced significant development and 
environmental harm, and it was important to me to take on a 
role that allowed me to understand how these decisions get 
made and how I could shift things for the future. Organizations, 
government officials, and community activists each play 
important roles in enacting progressive change, and leveraging 
that power collectively is how we build movements.  
 
Running for City Council is personal to me. This city raised me 
to believe that we can always do better for our communities 
and our neighbors, and that value is needed now more than 
ever. I’m the daughter of a UFT union household, fighting for 
workers’ rights for years, and now working to help unionize my 
own workplace. I grew up in DOE public schools and 
rent-stabilized housing, and I’ve watched the ways that the 
needs of students and tenants have been continually ignored 
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during this pandemic. When the government failed to act, 
communities stepped in -- making sure neighbors had food and 
frontline workers had PPE. Through my involvement in local 
mutual aid work, I saw New Yorkers show up again and again, 
and was affirmed in what makes our city great. Our elected 
officials have a responsibility to listen to and learn from the 
leadership of communities on the frontlines of the pandemic. 
 
I am running to bring fresh ideas and bold action to ensure we 
not only bounce back, but we create a better New York and a 
more equitable pathway for prosperity for every one of us. 
 

What civic and political 
organizations are you 
involved with in the district? 

New Kings Democrats (several years); Currently helping form 
a union in my workplace (1 year); mutual aid groups in North 
Brooklyn and co-founder of Downtown Brooklyn/Boerum Hill 
https://www.dbbhaid.com/ (since COVID-19);  DSA (1+ year); I 
previously attended Community board 3 meetings before being 
on Council staff, and now represent the Council Member at CB 
3 meetings, as well as CB 1 and CB 2 (past 2 years) PPGNY 
Activist Council (6+ years); Brooklyn Young Democrats (I was 
active in the past for 2 years); Brooklyn Democratic County 
Committee Member (3rd election/~5 years); Judicial Delegate, 
AD 50 (newly elected June 2020). 
 

What have you 
accomplished in public life 
that you are most proud of? 

I am grateful for the work I’ve been able to accomplish as a 
public servant, during my time in the Council and separately. 
Some of my proudest moments have been helping 
coordinating mutual aid programming in Boerum Hill and 
Downtown Brooklyn, providing food assistance and grocery 
support to homebound and underserved neighbors; serving on 
the Mayor’s Task force for sexual health education and helping 
secure $25 million for sex ed in public schools; helping 
approve a 500 unit supportive and affordable housing project in 
the 33rd District at 90 Sands St.; exposing crisis pregnancy 
centers as fake clinics and securing DCA violations for centers 
operating as fake reproductive health clinics.  

During my time in the Council I also worked on a marijuana 
justice package that examined the institutions that criminalize 
drugs and marijuana and the harm they cause to communities. 
I focused on housing and ACS, which relies on a policing 
approach and where a positive drug test can cause the 
separation of families. This is a reproductive justice issue, a 
racial justice issue, and a woman’s issue, and I will continue to 
fight hard for the end of drugs being used in ACS cases. As a 
result of significant organizational advocacy and a hearing we 
had last year, ACS and NYC Health and Hospitals finally 
changed their policy to stop drug testing new mothers without 

https://www.dbbhaid.com/


their consent. I am proud of this step forward, but it should 
never have been allowed, and it is clear there is much more 
work to do.  

What are the greatest 
opportunities and challenges 
facing the district? 

The three largest challenges also present three opportunities 
for District 33, and New York City in general - housing 
affordability, worker-focused pandemic recovery, and climate 
resilience and infrastructure. District 33 is a largely waterfront 
district, and the average rents have gone up while NYCHA 
continues to feel the brunt of City Hall and the federal 
government’s neglect. The City Council can and should 
legislate a Green New Deal for NYCHA that will create quality, 
in-district climate jobs, build up resilience for the next 
Hurricane Sandy, and expand quality affordable housing 
across the district. The district has a long history of 
environmental abuse, and can be a leader in greener 
infrastructure and forward-thinking public space planning. 
 

Why do you want New Kings 
Democrats’ endorsement? 

New Kings Democrats is modeling the values of accountability, 
access, and transparency at the most ground-level floor of our 
democratic processes. The critical work of pushing our own 
party to demonstrate the values we claim are central to our 
identity as Democrats models the use of political education and 
community-led governance I hope to bring to the City Council. 
 
I am running to bring community organizing and participatory 
governance to the Council. During my time at PPNYC and in 
the Council I have followed the value that people most directly 
impacted should be driving our policy and organizing work and 
that is how I intend to legislate: as someone committed to 
democratizing our legislative process and making local 
government more accessible and open, beyond traditional 
political circles.  
 
This is why an NKD endorsement is so important to me -- NKD 
has opened the doors to the democratic party at the ground 
level and in doing so made it more accessible to people 
outside the political system. I am truly an independent 
candidate and running to build a different kind of Council, not 
use the tools of the past to replace one machine with another. I 
will use NKD’s endorsement to champion the values of 
coalition building and ground-up organizing; and the 
importance of electing leaders who are disruptors and 
unbeholden to political influence.  
 
NKD has been a political home for me where I’ve been inspired 
by so many community leaders I met through NKD spaces like 
Rep Your Block. I’d be proud to represent this organization on 
the council.  

If elected, what will your top 
three legislative and 

A just COVID recovery that centers a care economy, local 
green new deal, affordable, safe and secure housing.  



budgetary priorities be while 
in office? 

 
Jobs creation for young people and communities of color, 
building a true social safety net and investing in underserved 
communities; and equitable education and affordable 
childcare. 

 
What is one thing you would 
do to make New York City 
government more 
transparent, accountable, or 
inclusive? 

I plan to change operations and processes at the local District 
level to give community members more control, including 
expanding participatory budgeting to have ongoing PB 
leadership informing my district’s and the Council’s budget 
process; and establishing community advisory groups for my 
office on local issues to develop a more collaborative 
governing model for the district. Community members should 
be involved in policy generation from the outset, as a form of 
participatory governance, instead of being contacted at the end 
of the process.  

Please review NKD’s voting 
rights platform: 
https://www.newkingsdemoc
rats.com/voting_rights. In 
what ways would you like to 
expand voting access, and 
how can you do this as a 
member of the NYC 
Council? 

I wholeheartedly support NKD’s voting rights platform. As 
council member, I would like to push for full municipal voter 
enfranchisement and the lowering of the minimum voting age 
to 16. I would also like to use the council office to lobby Albany 
to enact the NKD voting platform on a statewide level. 

What criminal justice reforms 
would you like to see the 
Council implement?  

I believe in decarceration and restorative justice over 
incarceration and policing, and community safety that is truly 
safe for every one of us, and which has been denied for Black 
and Brown New Yorkers for too long. I am committed to 
advancing legislation that prioritizes restorative justice and 
provides access to housing, education, and healthcare for 
people over the cycle of incarceration and will work to 
challenge the Council to push beyond reform to breaking down 
systems that continue to use punitive measures as the default 
response.  
 
I worked in the City Council during the Close Rikers campaign 
and a major role of mine was advocating for the Council’s 
Points of Agreement, where I helped secure millions of dollars 
for cure violence programs, housing for formerly incarcerated 
individuals, and a restorative justice fund -- despite attempts at 
being blocked by City Hall. Community investments like these 
are needed to build a different justice system.  
 
I have also focused on enacting legislation that supports 
community alternatives to policing and decriminalization. I 
drafted legislation to decriminalize marijuana in ACS cases and 
protect new parents from discriminatory drug testing -- which 
has caused harmful policing of communities of color and 

https://www.newkingsdemocrats.com/voting_rights
https://www.newkingsdemocrats.com/voting_rights


separated families, and I am currently working to pass NYC’s 
Fair Chance in Housing Act, which I partnered with criminal 
justice advocates to draft. I’m proud of the legislative work I 
have taken on, working in close partnership with organizations 
like VOCAL, Drug Policy Alliance, public defenders, 
Communities United for Police Reform, Prison Reentry 
Initiative and others. As a Council Member I would focus on 
ending our current reliance on policing, including in mental 
health crises, sex work, and domestic violence; holding officers 
accountable for disciplinary records; and addressing housing 
discrimination against formerly incarcerated individuals -- all of 
which the Council has an important role in changing. During 
this year’s budget cycle, I helped secure the removal of NYPD 
involvement in homeless service outreach. While there is more 
work to do, I am proud of the work I have done to decouple 
police involvement from social service response needs. 
 
Personally, I have family members who have struggled with 
addiction and mental health and I know that services and 
support are always needed over policing and incarceration. It is 
time to end the drug war, which has disproportionately harmed 
Black and Brown New Yorkers, and invest in public healthcare 
and community services, not policing. We need to move 
beyond just legalizing marijuana to full decriminalization and 
investment in communities. I would prioritize harm reduction 
investments and would like to bring an overdose prevention 
site to the 33rd District, which has a high rate of opioid usage.  
 

What specific racial justice 
issues are impacting the 
district and how would you 
address them as a Council 
Member? 

District 33 has a real crisis of housing affordability. We’ve seen 
rampant development of luxury housing, while NYCHA, small 
businesses, and public schools are significantly underfunded 
and deprioritized.  
 
I would push for the integration planning of every school district 
in the council -- which I have been working with parents and 
schools on.  
 
I would also overhaul the HRA office processes in the district. 
We do not have the social safety net we need and accessing 
social services benefits it arduous. Our HRA office protocols 
could be greatly improved with technology upgrades and I 
would conduct inspections in the district to monitor wait times 
and protocol improvements, like line expediters.  
 
We also need to invest in maternal care in public hospitals -- 
Woodhull hospital sees many patients from the 33rd District 
and Black women and women of color have died at 
significantly higher rates than white women because of inequity 
in our healthcare system. Reforming our public hospital system 
is a priority of mine.  
 



Lastly, MWBEs have been largely left out of small business 
relief. We need to create specific NYC grants for Black and 
immigrant owned businesses and businesses hit hardest by 
the pandemic. There’s a lot we can do to improve the MWBE 
program including specific grants, and local hiring and just job 
training incentives.  
 

What is your perspective on, 
and what would be your plan 
regarding, the funding of the 
NYPD? 

The council must begin by divesting $1 billion and re-allocating 
those funds into public health, housing, and education lines on 
the budget. As Council-member, I would follow the leadership 
of Black-led organizations and community justice groups for 
guidance and collaboration on further reduction amounts. We 
simply cannot justify the bloated budget of the NYPD while 
other critical programs that improve the quality of life for New 
Yorkers desperately need revenue.  
 
Only 5% of the NYPD response relates to violent crimes. We 
need to examine what the 95% goes to and shift away from 
defaulting to NYPD for our response to every issue. I would 
push for legislation to shift all low-level crimes out of criminal 
court into civil court -- we have allowed the continuation of 
broken windows policing for too long.  
  

What housing issues specific 
to  your council district 
concern you most, and how 
would you address them if 
elected? 

As a lifelong renter, New York City’s housing challenges are 
extremely personal to me. Under the guise of increased 
affordable housing, District 33 has seen significant luxury 
development, oftentimes not affordable enough for 
long-standing residents. Greenpoint and Williamsburg, in 
particular, have undergone rapid gentrification. As a result, 
there have been significant displacements of non-English 
speakers. 130% Area Median Income (AMI) is not affordable.  
 
Our city currently has zoning without planning -- which has led 
to unaffordable housing, poorly conceived development and 
displacement of communities. We need comprehensive 
planning, which would assess citywide needs, borough needs, 
and neighborhood planning needs and allow us to correct 
some of the wrongs of the past. We would have a better 
assessment of things like school, environmental, and 
infrastructure needs,  because we could create a continual 
process of planning and updating community needs.  
This is particularly important for the 33rd district, where we 
need overdue infrastructure planning and also an 
understanding of  fair share for providing low-income and 
supportive housing. It is time to overhaul the city’s affordable 
housing program to reflect actual affordability, according to the 
city's needs, rather than affordability on developer's terms.  
 
We also need to invest in housing programs that we know 
work. We cannot just keep relying on private development -- 



we need to look to our public land and public space. We should 
use city owned-land to require 100% affordable housing at 
deeply affordable rates. And we should significantly expand 
community land trusts and social housing. These are the long 
term investments our city needs to commit to now to start us 
on a better recovery path.  
 
Lastly, I have serious concerns with privatization of public 
housing. I talked with NYCHA residents during the RAD 
conversions in the district and the concerns that residents 
raised then have come true. I am calling for a halting of any 
more conversions until there is real tenant involvement & 
decision making. This Mayor has given crumbs to NYCHA over 
the last 8 years and tenants deserve better. There needs to be 
a greater emphasis on participatory policy building when it 
comes to NYCHA.  
 

Do you support cancelling 
rent for tenants and small 
business owners during the 
COVID-19 pandemic? 

Yes, this is a public health necessity as well as a critical step in 
helping our city and local economic recovery from the 
pandemic.  

What will you do to help 
reach more gender equity 
within the NYC Council? 

I am proud to be endorsed by 21 in 21, and have been 
collaborating with other women running for city council on 
establishing standards of policy and demands for the next 
council. Additionally, I am particularly proud of the organizing I 
have been engaging in to form a staffer union for Council 
staffers. I believe that unions can be vehicles for establishing 
the kind of workplace protections that facilitate more gender 
equity in the workplace. I will also set a minimum pay for staff 
of $52,000 -- as low salaries disproportionately harmed  
 
Improving gender parity requires we invest in electing cis and 
trans women and non-binary candidates. Questions around 
‘electability’ have hampered gender equity in government and I 
am proud to champion ranked choice voting which makes our 
elections more democratic and allows people to support 
candidates they think are the best person for the job, not just 
the most traditionally likely to win. This has led to improved 
gender representation elsewhere. 
 

In reviewing the NYC 
Budget, what specific 
categories do you think 
should be either cut or 
increased to help the city’s 
current economic 
predicament? 

I would shift school safety, domestic violence calls, mental 
health calls, and placard abuse enforcement away from NYPD 
and significantly reduce the current budget. These issues 
require community support and civilian programs, not police. It 
is important to note that the call to divest requires that we not 
cut funding for austerity’s sake, but to reimagine and 
reconstruct what real community safety  means for everyone.  
 
We need to increase community support and trauma funding -- 
community centers have closed and people are cut off from 



emotional health and wellbeing programs during economic 
stress.  
We also need to increase the sanitation budget -- the across 
the board cut had significant impacts on litter pick ups which 
impacts community wellbeing at a time when people are being 
encouraged to be outside. We needed to adapt to our 
changing landscape and equitably invest in clean open space 
as a pandemic solution. 
 
We also need to increase funding for relief for small 
businesses. We’re losing the culture of our neighborhoods and 
what makes our city vibrant and unique -- if we don’t invest 
now, we’ll face greater costs down the road. 
 

What are your recovery 
priorities for the district 
related to the COVID-19 
pandemic? 

The council needs to enact relief for small businesses and 
tenants in the form of commercial and residential rent 
stabilization.  I helped draft the Council’s Commercial Rent 
Stabilization bill and believe we can enact it at the CIty level. 
We also need better grant and initiative support for businesses 
to get started and sustain, especially for immigrant-owned and 
minority and women-owned businesses (MWBE) to help 
communities thrive.  
 
Additionally, we need to strengthen the NYCHRL and the 
NYLL to ensure that gig workers get the same rights and 
benefits as regular employees. For instance, gig workers are 
often misclassified as independent contractors and therefore 
are denied benefits and protections that full-time employees 
enjoy . While the NYCHRL protects independent contractors 
from discrimination, we need to ensure that those employees 
who are classified as independent contractors, i.e., gig workers 
who make the majority of their income from working at one 
company, are also entitled to the full scope of benefits (health 
insurance, paid vacation, paid parental leave, paid 
bereavement leave, disability insurance etc) that full-time 
employees are availed with. Gig workers are critical to our 
city's functioning, especially during this devastating pandemic, 
and we need to ensure that they are being treated fairly and 
granted commensurate benefits by their employers. 
 
We need a true social safety net and investment in social 
services and low-income housing. We will only see rates of 
homelessness increase when the eviction moratorium is lifted if 
we don’t provide more deeply affordable housing, increased 
rental assistance amounts, and public benefits assistance.  
 

What would you do to reform 
the Land Use process to 
promote racial and social 
equity? 

I have worked on land use proposals for the District and have 
seen the process firsthand. The process should be reversed - 
community stakeholders should have a hand in defining what 
local, borough, and city needs are, and developers should 



respond accordingly. I support a comprehensive planning 
overhaul, which is long overdue in NYC. Reforming our land 
use process is critical to addressing housing inequity, and as a 
district that includes more affluent neighborhoods, discussions 
must include considerations of housing integration and fair 
share.  
 
Community involvement is important to land use, but right now 
projects are reactive to developers proposals. I support a 
comprehensive planning overhaul, which is long overdue in 
NYC and allows us to update unaffordable development that is 
still coming online in district 33. Planning is legislatable, the 
Council needs to exert more legal power, which I believe it has 
ceded too much to the Mayor. Comprehensive planning would 
allow us to go back to old rezonings, look at what’s happened, 
and make changes for the future. We have not built the 
infrastructure we need for the coming waterfront development 
and it lacks resiliency planning which is irresponsible and 
needs to be changed imminently. 
 
We should not approve developer proposals without 
conducting thorough racial impact studies. The current EIS 
process also fails to factor in secondary displacement. I have 
watched rezoning proposals push for greater luxury housing in 
neighborhoods without addressing infrastructure, public 
space,and deep affordability needs outstanding from previous 
rezonings: there is a major lack of accountability in our current 
CEQR/ULURP process. 

 
Reforming our land use process is critical to addressing 
housing inequity, and as a district that includes more affluent 
neighborhoods, discussions must also include considerations 
of housing integration and fair share. 
 

What is your vision for the 
Brooklyn Democratic Party? 

Seeing the strong determination to value democratic processes 
that the incoming class of progressive district leaders and 
county committee members have been organizing around is an 
exciting move in the right direction. Kings County is one of the 
most progressive and most solidly Democratic voting areas in 
the country and the party should represent the people: I am 
running to bring true transparency to the party and make it 
more accessible to everyone.  
 
During the budget vote last June, thousands of constituents 
were calling their Council members. This is incredibly inspiring 
to me; seeing people are excited about making change in their 
community in varied ways, and that they want a say in what 
their local government does.  
That is a core democratic principle to me and what I believe 
the Brooklyn Democratic party should be -- truly representative 
and directly and openly engaging community members in 



 

I have reviewed this questionnaire and agree that the responses set forth in this document are 
accurate: 

Candidate Signature: ________Elizabeth Adams_____________   Date: _1/14/2021_______ 

You must sign this questionnaire! When complete, please email your signed and 
scanned questionnaire as a PDF to politics@newkingsdemocrats.com 

building the world we want together.  
 

New Kings Democrats has 
proposed several rules 
changes to be considered by 
the County Committee. Do 
you support the proposals? 
If elected, will you advocate 
for these and other reforms 
that democratize power 
within the County 
Committee? 

Yes - As a three-term member of County Committee I 
supported both of these rule changes. As an elected Council 
Member, I would be sure to stay active in publicly promoting 
reform efforts and messaging rule changes to my constituents. 

How much money have you 
raised for this campaign? 
What are the major sources? 

I’m proud that we were one of the first council campaigns in the 
city to receive full public matching funding. With public dollars, 
we have raised over $200,000 in the bank already -- $42,000 
of which is private.  
 
We are small donor donations, with a high in-district and 
Brooklyn based rate. We are not accepting any money from 
police unions, real estate developers or real estate lobbyists.  

Are you accepting campaign 
contributions from law 
enforcement unions? 

No  

What endorsements have 
you received from 
publications, electeds, 
community leaders, or 
political organizations? 

21 in 21, State Senator Alessandra Biaggi, State Senator 
Jessica Ramos, Vivian Legions - tenant Association President 
at Berry S 9th St Houses, Council Member Helen Rosenthal, 
Congressional candidate Erica Vladimir, the North Brooklyn 
Open Streets Collective Founder, small business owners. 
 

Of the elected officials in the 
NYC Council, who do you 
admire most and why? 

Carlina Rivera -- she is a strong advocate, a creative and 
effective legislator, and deeply rooted in her community.  

What are some of the best 
ways you think New York 
City residents can best 
participate in civic life? 

Keeping in regular contact with their city council members. 
Staffers really do pick up those calls, and the information does 
make it to the council members. I think a lot of New Yorkers 
learned how accessible their Council Members are this 
summer, and I hope it remains a regular practice for New 
Yorkers. 

What is one fun fact about 
you? 

My sisters and I have matching tattoos.  
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