
 

2020 City Council Candidate Questionnaire 

Completed questionnaires will be public documents available on our website, so put your best foot 
forward. If we ultimately hold an endorsement vote in your race, we will circulate your questionnaire to our 

members before the vote. 
 

Contact with questions: Jessica Thurston, NKD’s VP of Political Affairs, politics@newkingsdemocrats.com 
 
 

Name  Stu Sherman 
Council District number and 
neighborhoods represented 

District 33 - Greenpoint, Williamsburg, Dumbo, Brooklyn 
Heights, Vinegar Hill, Clinton Hill, Downtown Brooklyn 

How long have you lived in the 
above district? 

6 years 

Why do you want to serve as a 
member of the NYC Council? 

I'm a legal aid attorney who works for the New York Legal 
Assistance Group. At my job I provide free legal services at 
hospitals, health centers, and hospice in my community. I 
assist with housing, immigration, public benefits, health care 
access, advance planning, and family law. I work at my local 
public hospital, Woodhull, and have also developed a new 
program for low-income seniors and their families who are 
suffering with Alzheimer's and dementia. It is my experience 
helping in my own community over the past years that has 
driven me to run for city council. On a daily basis I help people 
fight for housing and basic services they need to survive. There 
are such great needs that are not being met. Some of this is 
insufficient funding for the social safety net. But also, when 
programs do exist in the city, they are so poorly administered 
that it seems their primary purpose is to deny people help 
rather than connect them to it. I want to take what I’ve learned 
fighting for my clients, as well as a decade of policy experience 
I have working in government for over a decade, to make 
systemic changes in New York. 

What civic and political 
organizations are you involved 
with in the district? 

I'm a member of the North Brooklyn Progressive Democrats, 
NKD, and DSA, both the North Brooklyn Chapter and the 
Healthcare Working Group. I'm on the Brooklyn County 
Committee and the Assembly District Committee for District 
50. Additionally, I am a proud member of ALAA Local 2325 and 
helped organize my shop's card vote. 

What have you accomplished in 
public life that you are most 
proud of? 

I started the first programs of its kind in New York city to 
provide free legal assistance to families who have a loved one 
with Alzheimer’s, dementia, or some other illness that 
impacted their ability to make decisions. The program fills an 
important gap in coverage and I identified the need, secured 
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funding for the program, and now run it. 
What are the greatest 
opportunities and challenges 
facing the district? 

The biggest overall struggles in my district are affordable 
housing and small business survival, which have both been 
made worse by the pandemic. In addition, I would say long 
term home care for seniors, and families finding sufficient 
space for their children in the overcrowded school system. 
Finally, I would be representing a waterfront district, so global 
warming and storm resilience are also critical issues.  

Why do you want New Kings 
Democrats’ endorsement? 

The history of the New Kings Demorats is one of systemic 
change. As a new club, NKD took on the political giants of 
Brooklyn and held them to account. NKD organized, advocated, 
and won against the machines that only supported the 
powerful. We are again at a moment when the sysgtems that 
are meant to represente the most vulnerable New Yorkers are 
failing to do just that. I want the NKD endorsement to be an ally 
and an advocate in this fight for justice and bring my 
experience as a legal aid attorney in this endeavor. 

If elected, what will your top 
three legislative and budgetary 
priorities be while in office? 

Legislative Priorites: 
- Providing full health coverage for all immigrants 

regardless of status 
- Reforming land use to ensure housing for all, and 

reforming NYCHA to ensure greater accountability for 
proper maintenance and repairs. 

- Long-term care for the elderly and disabled 
 
Budget Priorites: 

- Reducing the NYPD budget and allocating those 
resources towards social services, education, housing, 
and policing alternatives 

- Funding recovery and repair for small businesses while 
undocumented immigrants haver a seat at the table in 
this process 

- Adequately funding the development of low-income 
and middle income housing.  

 
What is one thing you would do 
to make New York City 
government more transparent, 
accountable, or inclusive? 

I would first hire a staff that is diverse and representative of 
NYC, including but not limited to BIPOC, Women, LGBTQ+, 
Youth, etc., and to support the NYC Matching Funds Program 
to allow for more disenfranchised citizens to run for office. 
 
It’s also important to note that as a member of city council I 
will not support those in the Brooklyn Democratic Party who 
voted for the pink-washed proposal that was a ploy to shift 
power in filling vacancies away from the larger and more 
inclusive county committee to the executive committee under 
the guise of creating non-binary and gender non-conforming 
inclustivity. I would even go as far as calling for an 
investigation by the Human Rights Campaign into the practices 



of the county party leadership 
Please review NKD’s voting 
rights platform: 
https://www.newkingsdemocra
ts.com/voting_rights. In what 
ways would you like to expand 
voting access, and how can you 
do this as a member of the NYC 
Council? 

I would support the planks of the NKD voting rights platform. In 
addition, voting accessibility for the disabled is very important 
to me, and I want to ensure that mobility and other disabilities 
are not impediments to participating in elections. As a person 
with an invisible disability (Type 1 diabetes) I am acurelty 
aware how discrimination disempowers those with disabilities, 
and I want to make sure that they are not disempowered from 
the electoral process.  

What criminal justice reforms 
would you like to see the 
Council implement?  

I strongly support reducing the prison population and the rate 
of imprisonment for non-violent offenses. There are a number 
of ways to accomplish this. The first is to end the war on drugs 
for good, and take a public health approach to drug addiction. 
Too many people are sent to prison on non-violent drug crimes, 
and black communities are targeted for these enforcements. 
By treating addiction like a disease and decriminalizing 
possession, we can both reduce the prison population and 
better address addiction.We also need to strengthen bail 
reform and not back track on efforts to end cash bail.We need 
leaders who stand by these reforms, and are able to respond to 
criticism as opposed to walk back reform policies. We also 
need to legalize sex work and eliminate the walking while trans 
law, and other laws that criminalize existing in public spaces 
that are disproprotionaley used to target people of color. 
 
We need to stop the school-to-prison pipeline, and get cops out 
of school. We also need more job programs and youth 
programs, and to fully fund them, as opposed to targeting 
them for budget cuts. Finally, we need to stop the cycle of 
recidivism by providing better support to people who are 
released from prison, so they don’t end up back in prison 
because all opportunities for legitimate jobs and housing are 
cut off from them. Improving reentry programs is essential to 
preventing people from ending up back in prison. 
 
 

What specific racial justice 
issues are impacting the 
district and how would you 
address them as a Council 
Member? 

Implicit bias often leads to discrimination in hiring which it 
makes it harder for women and marginalzied folks to gain 
employment. The city can require employers to use a hiring 
process which blind demographically identifiable 
characteristics of prospective employees.  
  
In addition, certain fields rely on unpaid interns and when it 
comes time to hire for jobs, hire from this pool of interns. Often 
this makes it difficult for people without the means to work for 
free in their youth from breaking into fields. Also, familial or 
scholastic connections play a role in these internships, so the 
hires tend to be homogeneous. Requiring all internships to be 
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paid minimum wage, and blinding of the applicant pool for 
internships can help level the playing field.  
  
Housing discrimination has a long insideous history, from 
restrictive covenants to discrimination in home loans. After I 
was once illegally denied an apartment because I worked as a 
public interest attorney, I was told by the real estate agent that 
I was lucky, because “people regularly refuse apartments to 
black applicants and it’s just the way it is. You're lucky you're 
white and will be able to find an apartment.” I was so appalled 
by this statement that I reported him to the New York City 
Commission on Human Rights and he was fined and forced to 
take classes on housing discrimination. The commission on 
human rights needs to have an expanded role that doesn’t rely 
on people just reporting discrimination, but also auditing 
suspected housing discrimination and investigating it. A 
system of enforcement that relies on people reporting 
wrongdoing will leave a situation rife with abuse.  
 
 

What is your perspective on, 
and what would be your plan 
regarding, the funding of the 
NYPD? 

I support reducing the $11 billion NYPD budget, moving the 
funding to other arms of the city government. For example, this 
would involve moving the $494 million in transit security to the 
Department of Transportation, the $327 million of school 
safety to the Department of Education, and much of the $1.6 
billion patrol budget to invest to solutions for the systemic 
problem of homelessness--case workers, public housing, 
mental health professionals, and organizations committed to 
food security. In total we would intend to reduce the police 
budget entirely and rethink what law enforcement looks like in 
NYC. 
 

What housing issues specific to 
your council district concern 
you most, and how would you 
address them if electe 

There are 110,000 homeless school children in New York. That 
is reprehensible. We need a systemic housing change if we 
want to truly address this problem. In general, land values have 
been so inflated in the city because developers have carte 
blanche to build on them with the goal of generating the most 
income off the land. The city and state need to restrict the 
usage of land so that if it is built upon, the construction goes to 
serve the needs of the community - which means affordable 
housing for all. I am proposing a moratorium on the 
construction of multi-unit market rate housing until a 
comprehensive plan to solve the housing crisis is developed. 
Any current project should be permitted to continue if they 
revise their mix of affordable to market rate housing, so there 
is a much higher number of affordable units, and the 
affordability includes income from 0-25% of regional media 
income. I  regularly work with NYCHA residents as a legal aid 



attorney. I also work with homeless clients eager to get 
NYCHA housing.  I would like to see the NYCHA waitlist 
eliminated. And we need to make every NYCHA unit habitable. 
NYCHA, as a landlord, should be subject to the same penalties 
as private landlords for allowing substandard conditions to 
continue. In addition, the NYCHA ticket system is very broken. 
Regularly tickets are opened and closed on apartments with no 
repairs being done. We need performance standards for 
repairs so a ticket isn’t closed until the problem is remediated. 
I have also proudly signed the Homes Guarantee Pledge and 
believe that quality housing is a human right. 

Do you support cancelling rent 
for tenants and small business 
owners during the COVID-19 
pandemic? 

Yes 

What will you do to help reach 
more gender equity within the 
NYC Council? 

Once in City Council, I would advocate for greater gender 
diversity in committee chair positions.  Additionally, I would 
work to ensure pronoun usage and make the halls of city 
government more intentional, and inclusive. 

In reviewing the NYC Budget, 
what specific categories do you 
think should be either cut or 
increased to help the city’s 
current economic predicament? 

I believe in cutting the 5.6 billion dollar police budget 
signifigantly and alocating it in departments focused on 
different social services--transportation, housing, ect. 
Additionally I would increase funding for small business loans, 
building public housing, and in combating food insecurity. The 
current economic predicament of the city cannot be fixed with 
austerity measures, and must be faced head-on with 
investment in our most vulnerable communities. 

What are your recovery 
priorities for the district related 
to the COVID-19 pandemic? 

COVID19 has been devastating to the new york economy. We 
have an eviction crisis unlike any the city has ever seen. Small 
businesses are closing in record numbers. Even after there is a 
vaccine the city will be filled with empty storefronts, there will 
be over a hundred thousand homeless, and people will owe so 
much back rent they will have little recourse to stop evictions.  
  
We need to start planning now for this recovery. There needs 
to be rent forgiveness, coupled with property tax relief, to stop 
the eviction crisis from happening. We also need to stabilize 
small businesses by providing them with better grant funding 
programs, more leverage in renegotiating leases, and free legal 
aid. And we need to promote entrepreneurship of new 
community oriented businesses by providing financial and 
technical assistance.  

What would you do to reform 
the Land Use process to 
promote racial and social 
equity? 

I think New York needs a citywide plan to develop affordable 
housing for all. The ULURP process favors developers and 
doesn’t provide for the infrastructure needs of communities. I 
think land use needs to be reformed significantly so all 
rezoning is done to meet housing needs, and not to increase 
the number of market-rate units. Until the housing needs of the 
city are met, we should not be rezoning for the purpose of 



building more market rate housing. Furthermore, when projects 
are approved, they don’t take into account the burden on 
existing infrastructure and schools as part of their 
environmental review. I believe this should eb part of the 
review process, and adequate remediation for the increased 
local strain should be required. 

What is your vision for the 
Brooklyn Democratic Party? 

The online session of the Brooklyn Democratic Party have 
shown the world how corrupt (and inept) the party has 
become. While they have managed to create an 
anti-democratic process that thrived on being ignored by most 
New Yorkers, their marathon sessions of lies and obfuscation 
have made it abundantly clear that the Party has little interest 
in transparency. As a result, it does little to bring new folks into 
the party, and creates a party that mainly serves to maintain its 
own power.  
 
We need an inclusive Democratic Party that is responsive to 
the needs of Brooklynites. One that tries to engage with 
citizens as opposed to keep them out of the process of 
shaping the vision of the party.   

New Kings Democrats has 
proposed several rules changes 
to be considered by the County 
Committee. Do you support the 
proposals? If elected, will you 
advocate for these and other 
reforms that democratize 
power within the County 
Committee? 

Yes and yes 

How much money have you 
raised for this campaign? What 
are the major sources? 

We have raised approximately $24,000, $13,374 of which is 
matchable. These have primarily come from my personal 
network and from grassroots fundraisers. 

Are you accepting campaign 
contributions from law 
enforcement unions? 

No 

What endorsements have you 
received from publications, 
electeds, community leaders, or 
political organizations? 

None 

Of the elected officials in the 
NYC Council, who do you 
admire most and why? 

I have a deep admiration for Antonio Reynoso. Councilman 
Reynoso challenged a deeply rooted political machine and 
won. It is victories like this that both encourage the growth of 
new political institutions, and lay the groundwork for the 
progressive groundswell we are currently seeing in our 
municipal government. 

What are some of the best 
ways you think New York City 

I am a true believer in people getting involved in their local 
political clubs, advocacy groups, and community boards. 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1EpTijjEqy0fIEC63_WopKAl40MfAho_rg_TmNhHmooI/edit?usp=sharing


 

I have reviewed this questionnaire and agree that the responses set forth in this document are 
accurate: 

Candidate 

Signature:_____________________________________________   Date: ___1/14/2021______________ 

You must sign this questionnaire! When complete, please email your signed and scanned 
questionnaire as a PDF to politics@newkingsdemocrats.com 

 
 

residents can best participate 
in civic life? 

However, when New Yorkers do not see themselves 
represented in these institutions, it is key that we have a 
political environment that encourages the growth of new 
groups. Since the mid 2000s, we have seen the emergence of 
newer institutions that are dedicated to inclusion and 
progressive ideals, instead of those that just seek to maintain 
power.  

What is one fun fact about you?  I paid for law school by winning $125,000 on Who Wants to Be 
a Millionare? 

mailto:politics@newkingsdemocrats.com

