
 

2020 City Council Candidate Questionnaire 

Completed questionnaires will be public documents available on our website, so put your best foot 
forward. If we ultimately hold an endorsement vote in your race, we will circulate your questionnaire to our 

members before the vote. 
 

Contact with questions: Jessica Thurston, NKD’s VP of Political Affairs, politics@newkingsdemocrats.com 
 
 

Name  Brandon West 
Council District number and 
neighborhoods represented 

City Council District 39, including Cobble Hill, Carroll Gardens, 
Columbia Waterfront, Gowanus, Park Slope, Windsor Terrace, 
Borough Park, and Kensington. 

How long have you lived in the 
above district? 

I’ve lived in the same apartment in Park Slope since 2010, and 
before that was nearby in Prospect Heights for a year. 

Why do you want to serve as a 
member of the NYC Council? 

I have always lived with a deep interest in building power for 
people who don’t have it. The last few years reaffirmed in me 
that the circumstances in the district and city require 
something more transformative, and that means bringing more 
working people into creating solutions. I’ve been radicalized by 
what I’ve seen and experienced. Government is failing people, 
our economy is built off of people’s exploitation, and the local 
political parties and establishment are propping the system up. 
Particularly in this district, the marginalized are politically 
invisible and disenfranchised. I want to build power and use 
Council as a model for base building, and pass real, 
life-changing policy at the citywide level. 
 
I’m the son of teachers--my father was from Jersey City, and 
my mother from Newark. I got involved in leftist organizing as 
soon as my parents let me get out of the house. After college, I 
knew that I wanted to get involved in community organizing, 
specifically around democracy and building power for Black 
and Brown people in our democracy. I was drawn to 
community organizing specifically, as opposed to legal 
advocacy or philanthropy, for example, because I believe 
change and justice have always come from the ground up. 
Just as plants grow deep roots into the soil to grow, the 
wisdom, energy, urgency, and creativity that are critical to the 

mailto:politics@newkingsdemocrats.com


movement come from the communities themselves, ordinary 
working people who understand policy as a lived experience.  
 
I am also a Black man, which means my very existence is 
political and politicized. Too often my community is talked 
about, but not talked to. We are statistics to white lawmakers 
and policy analysts who make decisions that shape our lives. 
As a leader in my own right, having been the President of New 
Kings Democrats and now working on critical issues of 
democracy at the Center for Popular Democracy, I’m ready to 
bring my folding chair to the table.  
 
I’ve lived in the 39th District for over a decade. A lot has 
changed in my neighborhood in 10 years. When people think 
about Park Slope, a lot of stereotypes come to mind. To be 
frank, some of those associations are true: there is a lot of 
wealth out here. But, I can tell you that there is a less visible 
community here that has no political power, and struggles to 
make ends meet. There are folks priced out of where their 
families used to live, there are folks living in underfunded 
NYCHA buildings just across the district border in the shadow 
of new luxury developments, and there are big immigrant and 
BIPOC communities that face ICE raids and scarcity of 
opportunities. 
 
In the last two years I’ve become even more radicalized. 
Running for office wasn’t always in my plan. I’m not someone 
who loves the limelight, to be frank. I see myself as a 
movement person, who works in collaboration with others.  
 
But, I am just so deeply tired of seeing so many electeds who 
have good talking points, but are so quick to line up behind 
weak policy; urban planning intended to make developers a ton 
of money; and corrupt local party leadership. This is not 
working because it was not intended to work, and frankly 
working people know this. We need to throw a wrench in the 
whole system, and do it now. I just couldn’t stay behind the 
scenes anymore, so I grabbed a wrench and filed to run for City 
Council. 
 
This is why I showed up to a NKD meeting in 2014. It was in 
the basement of the now defunct co-working space in 
Williamsburg that had the Care Bears collection. Debbie 



Medina spoke. She had just lost her first race for State Senate, 
and Theo spoke about the importance of the County 
Committee. After that, I remember thinking “I can run for 
County Committee, let’s take it to the Brooklyn Democratic 
Party.” That meeting drew me in because I saw something 
compelling in that room, which turned into the next six years of 
my life.  
 
NKD is not just where I developed my entire understanding of 
local organizing, it’s the most important thing I’ve been a part 
of in my life. I’ve learned so much. I look at this stage of my 
life, and I see NKD and the ups and downs of the work we all 
collectively did to try and change Brooklyn politics. The tipping 
point for me was the 2018 County Committee Organizational 
meeting. All that work we all put in to bringing INCREDIBLY 
MODEST reforms to the Democratic Party was met with such 
absurd obstruction, including mail fraud and corruption from a 
bygone era. And so many electeds who love to talk about 
“reform” all lined up behind the party. After that it changed for 
me. On a few occasions, some have tried to sit me down to 
suggest that I run for office and I shrugged them off. After that, 
I realized I might have something to offer in trying to change 
this city. 
 
I’m running for City Council to represent everyone in District 
39--not just those who have money, connections, and access 
to power--and to bring a Black organizer’s lens and voice to the 
decision-making table.  

What civic and political 
organizations are you involved 
with in the district? 

In terms of civic organizations, I was previously involved in 
“Forth on Fourth Avenue” in 2012, focused on the 
redevelopment of 4th Avenue. I also was a co-facilitator of the 
Participatory Budgeting Project for District 33 for 2012-2013 (I 
lived in the part of Park Slope that was originally in District 33). 
A significant portion of the projects I worked on within PBP 
were in the NYCHA complexes. I also have had a leadership 
role at the Park Slope Food Coop since 2012.  
 
I was a Legislative Aide and worked in constituent services at 
Assembly Member Robert Carroll’s office in late 2017 for about 
six months. I also helped mediate a conflict and participate in 
conversations between VOCAL-NY and residents of the 
surrounding blocks (where I live) in 2018 regarding the 



expansion of a safe injection site at their office on 4th Avenue.  
 
In terms of political organizations, I have been a member of 
New Kings Democrats for six years, two years as a member of 
the policy committee, one year as VP of Political Affairs and 
Policy, one year as VP of Policy, and two years as President.  
 
I volunteered on the Local Candidates Committee at Citizens 
Union from 2011-2015. I was elected co-chair of my union 
(CWA-NewsGuild) at my job at CPD this year. I also am an 
active member of the Central Brooklyn Branch of the 
Democratic Socialists of America since 2017. 

What have you accomplished in 
public life that you are most 
proud of? 

There are two things that really pushed me personally, and I 
feel these are the things I’m most proud of. One was when as 
president of NKD, when we ran with a coalition the reform slate 
of leadership, against the Brooklyn Democratic Party. I 
remember that whole process, and all the things we were trying 
to weigh and consider. While it was absolutely a group effort, 
because I was running as Chair, the crosshairs were on me in a 
really intense way. People still troll me online because they see 
me as a threat because of the work we all did as an 
organization. The fact that Frank Seddio had to engage in mail 
fraud and deception to try and stop us was really telling. We 
had the votes, we had won with our message of what the 
Democratic Party could be. I think It is also part of the reason 
we tried to do the Vision project, and connect with so many 
people.  
 
We for years had tried to make a lot of noise and stop 
proceedings, and for a few years we shifted strategies and 
tried to win on making an argument to everyone, and do deep 
base building. And it worked, and we saw in that massive 
auditorium, which was practically in the ocean it was so far 
south, that people wanted change. They cheated to stop us, 
but It was a wake-up call to the state of Brooklyn politics, and it 
also made me realize I needed to get off the sidelines and 
consider running for office. I am incredibly proud of the work 
we did those years to try and move the local Party towards 
accountability and transparency. 
 



The other was being a part of the Free Black Radicals, and the 
Occupy City Hall encampment. Sandy Nurse tipped me off 
about a group of black organizers that were interested in 
turning up and doing some compelling actions during this 
summer. I did not imagine that it would become the biggest 
fight for racial justice since the 60s. When folks were talking 
about wanting to do an occupation, I had not envisioned it 
being that big of an action. But it became something 
incredible. It was also incredibly challenging. But seeing the 
amount of people learning from each other, building and 
organizing together was really special. Seeing hundreds of 
people together to watch the City Council budget process felt 
like an amazing radical change to civic engagement. Especially 
since budget issues are a passion of mine, seeing it converge 
with my organizing life meant a lot to me. While I did 
experience police violence at that encampment while trying to 
protect people, something I’ve had to take time to truly 
process, I’m so proud to have been a part of that action.   
 

What are the greatest 
opportunities and challenges 
facing the district? 

In the face of austerity and emerging from this pandemic, it’s 
hard to not see anything beyond the current challenging 
climate and how it specifically is impacting the 39th District.  
 
We have to respond to an austerity crisis that is really a result 
of bad planning, this pandemic, and an economic system that 
exploits people and gives all the power to real estate 
developers and banks. This is all connected, but this means 
the current housing and eviction crisis. A community with such 
high rents has seen many people quickly shift into housing 
insecurity. 
 
This also connects to being able to actually invest in fighting 
climate change and implementing a Green New Deal that 
provides jobs for those most marginalized. This district has 
some of the lowest elevation in Brooklyn and is prone to 
flooding already, with more development on the way in these 
low-lying areas. I have talked about the Gowanus Rezoning, 
which is reflective of a failed model of development and will 
not provide what is really needed to make “housing a human 
right.”  
 



This means finding the resources in our budget to support the 
things we want as a community. A lot of this will be held at the 
State level, but it greatly impacts our ability to get what we 
want and need. This also means making sure our schools are 
fully funded and safe, and that we support the many 
low-income and students of color who are struggling the most 
now. Our school system is still one of the most segregated, 
and many students will now be years behind once this 
pandemic is over. This will have cascading effects, even in the 
39th.  
 
I think the issues our city faces in general are the issues this 
district faces, and I think we can work on both together if we 
reframe the answers not around what we can incrementally do 
with the limited political will we currently have, but frame it 
around what kind of city we want to live in.  

Why do you want New Kings 
Democrats’ endorsement? 

I believe so deeply in the mission of NKD. I want to beat the 
drum about needing to truly bring everyday working people into 
the political structures that impact them. The structural 
systems that make it impossible for people to feel heard, and 
feel whole, are opaque. When things get challenging, even 
some of the best leaders struggle to push back and do the 
hard work. I want to do this work, and I believe that NKD is 
doing this work, and I believe NKD’s endorsement would be 
incredibly validating for this campaign. I believe I am the most 
aligned with NKD’s theory of change than anyone running for 
City Council this cycle, and I know that we can broaden and 
bring in more people to that theory together.  

If elected, what will your top 
three legislative and budgetary 
priorities be while in office? 

1) Defunding the NYPD in the budget, and moving towards the 
abolishing of the police as we know it by creating new 
alternatives for community safety. This will be connected to a 
year-long process of advocating for a radical people’s budget, 
where working people are driving the priorities of what we fund 
as a city. 
 
2) Work with the Speaker to create a Charter Revision 
Commission focused on land use, so that ULURP and the land 
use process can be radically changed to encourage the 
decommodification of housing. This would include requiring a 
Citywide Comprehensive Planning Framework that balances 
citywide needs with neighborhood priorities. A comprehensive 
planning framework will outline growth targets and 



anti-displacement strategies, analyze neighborhood needs, and 
include necessary siting of public facilities, all while leaving the 
implementation strategy to a community process. This can 
mean community and worker-led planning that actually gets 
implemented, using inclusive, democratic processes that go 
beyond participatory budgeting to establish neighborhood 
priorities. 
 
This would also include the creation of an Office of Community 
Planning that would provide technical assistance to 
communities.  
 
3) Fully funding, and desegregating our schools. The biggest 
battles for desegregation are the admission procedures, and 
adequate funding for the schools in general. Also school 
choice is very much a contributor to segregation. I will fight for 
desegregation by advocating for school district rezonings, like 
the one going on in District 15, that will be a step towards 
equity. Considering student class rank in middle school also is 
a more equitable way to assess performance, this will make 
high schools more diverse over time. Even so, it is more 
important that we should move away from any form of 
screenings. High schools often find other ways to create 
barriers, including requirements such as “demonstrated 
interest” or even attendance, which is another marker that 
privileged parents who can leverage resources to get their 
children into a particular school will always have an advantage. 
The City could create a singular application for all schools, and 
move towards lotteries.  
 
The City Council has very little structural ability to influence 
what the DOE does or doesn’t do. In a system of Mayoral 
control, with the State holding legislative power over most 
areas of education, our power rests in the budget and the bully 
pulpit. We can and must use our voice to uplift the importance 
of desegregation. We can prioritize resources for other 
districts to replicate the work done in D15. We can fund a 
demonstration program for schools to experiment with 
whole-school enrichment. We can better financially incentivize 
academically-integrated schools by changing the weights in 
the Fair Student Funding formula. Most importantly, we can 
work to make sure that every school has access to the 



resources and funding it needs to meet the educational and 
social needs of its students. 

What is one thing you would do 
to make New York City 
government more transparent, 
accountable, or inclusive? 

There are many ways that City government is opaque to the 
people it directly impacts. One obvious way to make it more 
inclusive is offering all city residents the right to vote in City 
elections, regardless of immigration status or prior felony 
conviction.  
 
Additionally, we should provide access to clear information on 
the state of capital projects that are going on within the City 
government. We provide information, but only well-trained 
journalists are able to find and get access to it because it isn’t 
digenstable to anyone. We should also  create a “database of 
deals” to track the economic development budget, and 
company-specific reporting on relevant data, such as jobs 
created and other promised returns on public investment.  
 
I believe that City Council should provide summaries of what 
occurred at hearings, and major points of testimony, and it 
should be provided either in a synopsis or a short edited video 
every day. If YouTube personalities can make engaging videos 
online very quickly, we should be able to give people a run 
down of what is going on in hearings without needing to 
decipher it themselves, which can be very challenging.  
 
Also 311 can be a nightmare to use for non-English speakers, 
and this has to be changed quickly. 

Please review NKD’s voting 
rights platform: 
https://www.newkingsdemocra
ts.com/voting_rights. In what 
ways would you like to expand 
voting access, and how can you 
do this as a member of the NYC 
Council? 

Like I just mentioned, I think we should allow all residents to 
vote. Non-citizen voting in municipal elections would not 
require statewide legislation, so it can be done right now by the 
City Council if there is political will. I also would like to change 
the Charter and pass Democracy Dollars, which I think is a bit 
more impactful way to accomplish campaign finance. This 
program is a series of vouchers that every resident is mailed, 
or capable of requesting. Candidates, instead of soliciting 
donations, will solicit the voucher that would be worth an 
amount of money paid by the City. This means every person 
would be worth the same amount of potential donation, which 
encourages candidates to talk directly to as many people in the 
district as possible. It would also make compliance a lot easier 
since it would be easier to track every voucher and donation. 
While the campaign finance program is great, it does still 
benefit those who can get higher donations quickly. A voucher 

https://www.newkingsdemocrats.com/voting_rights
https://www.newkingsdemocrats.com/voting_rights


program might level the playing field even more. 
 
I also support building a strong coalition in the City Council to 
push the State leadership on completely reforming the Board 
of Elections, by following many of the reforms NKD just voted 
for! I also want to consider the idea of combining CFB with 
BOE, and see if that is possible.  

What criminal justice reforms 
would you like to see the 
Council implement?  

 We must move away from a policing- and 
incarceration-focused form of community safety. It is, 
however, deeply baked into our understanding of criminal 
justice, and it will take work to unravel. Police and prisons don’t 
keep people safe. In fact, they represent danger to Black and 
Brown communities, as well as the poor. The long-term vision 
is that our communities will have a say in how safety works in 
their neighborhoods. That means restorative justice. This also 
means that people have what they need to feel whole.   
 
It is no secret that housing insecurity and substandard housing 
conditions (including the presence of lead in water tanks, 
pipes, and paint), the lack of good-paying jobs, 
under-resourced schools, and lack of access to reliable and 
affordable transportation, are among the myriad factors that 
destabilize people’s lives and cause long-term trauma. 
Government continues to ignore these issues while pouring 
more money into police--in other words, investing in systems 
of social control, rather than trying to engender the conditions 
that allow people and communities to thrive. This is no 
accident. It is convenient to fit into the narrative that Black and 
Brown working class communities struggle because they 
themselves are inherently flawed, violent, etc. As a City we 
have to pour money into these communities, not police. This 
can be accomplished if we create new programs and agencies 
as a part of the budget, and divert funding from policing to it.  
 
I don’t believe the police are reformable. I think we have to shift 
the dialogue to removing them as a means to creating safety, 
and finding alternatives. I am hopeful that the new program to 
send mental health professionals instead of the police will be 
successful, since programs like these have existed in cities in 
this country for some time.   

What specific racial justice 
issues are impacting the 
district and how would you 

There are many racial justice issues that exist in every district 
of this city. It is not just overt instances of racism, but it is the 
legacy of redlining, it is over-policing, it is segregated schools. 



address them as a Council 
Member? 

It’s everything. To achieve racial justice, we need to center the 
erasing of oppressive institutions. 
 
For District 39, we are seeing an affordability crisis made 
worse by the pandemic, where prices have gone down in 
Manhattan, but have mostly stabilized in district. We are also 
experiencing a potential rezoning that is likely to displace 
people in one of the more diverse parts of the district. I will 
fight for a Racial Impact Study to be included in this rezoning, 
and all future developments. 
 
ICE has ravaged the southern part of the district, mainly 
Kensington. ICE watches are an example of community work 
that the government could support, either by providing 
resources, or helping community groups do that work with 
grants and funds to continue their programs. I would need to 
double check the legality of it, but I’m confident it’s possible. At 
a high level, the government has to be committed to the 
principals of a Sanctuary City, which it isn’t, and we have to 
better equip the people on the ground doing the work to 
protect their community. 
 
I would also add that the rezoning of school district 15 is a 
racial justice issue and should be treated as such. 

What is your perspective on, 
and what would be your plan 
regarding, the funding of the 
NYPD? 

I have been very active on this issue and was one of the 
organizers of the Occupy City Hall movement, calling on the 
Mayor and the Council to defund the police. The “cuts” made 
to the 2021 budget were a joke. In the Council, I would 
advocate for a budget cut to NYPD of $3 billion. This should 
come from headcount, overtime, school safety agents, and 
capital projects (particularly the most problematic and 
dubiously legal ones, such as facial recognition software, 
which was recently used to target a protestor at his own 
home).  

The first shift would be school safety officers, followed by 
removing NYPD from Homeless Outreach and Subway 
Diversion Programs. This funding can go to adding more social 
workers and guidance counselors in schools, truly investing in 
restorative justice (ensuring that all schools have at least one 
full-time restorative justice coordinator, expanding the number 
of community schools, increasing DYCD’s budget (including 
expanding SYEP, COMPASS, and SONYC slots; expanding the 



scope of Beacon and Cornerstone services; and expanding the 
Learning Bridges model to provide permanent, universal, free 
childcare), and providing subsidies to get people into 
permanent homes. I think the community should also have an 
impact on what programs we choose for investment, and 
support participatory methods of working with my constituents 
on these priorities. I believe that the sheer scope of the police 
budget gives us space to create programs that will reduce 
what we associate with crime.  

What housing issues specific to 
your council district concern 
you most, and how would you 
address them if elected? 

The Gowanus Rezoning is the largest housing issue, but it is 
likely to be decided before I would potentially be in office. The 
land use reforms I talked about before I believe would mitigate 
many of the challenges that rezonings bring to communities. 
 
Frankly, the City Council doesn’t have the right tools to really 
build permanently affordable housing, and is in a tough 
position to try and change this dynamic in the short term. 
Despite this fact, I think it is incredibly important to try. 
 
First, City Council must scrap and redo Mandatory Inclusionary 
Housing. The program is far too generous to developers, it still 
displaces people, and I do not believe that the creation of 
market-rate, luxury housing at this scale brings down the rents 
for housing that most people are struggling to find. 
 
Ideally, there would be a large Federal program to support 
social housing, so that NYC can build large quantities of 
housing throughout the city and keep it under City 
administration, allowing us to offer it for free when necessary. 
This would make the largest steps towards decommodifying it. 
We need to prioritize this in the menu of policies we lobby our 
Federal government to implement for the city. We need the 
whole NYC delegation on board with prioritizing this and my 
priority is to put real organizing power behind it..   
 
I think Council must also push for at least a 50/50 model of 
affordable housing in new development, reminiscent of the 
Real Affordability For All campaign. This should also be paired 
with increased enforcement of building conditions for 
landlords who own income restricted housing. This wouldn’t 
just be a hotline that only people in-the-know can use, but 
would involve active, regular site visits and audits, and more 
effort educating people of their rights. Another important part 



of this is that we should be considering an overhaul of property 
taxes. We should consider working with our colleagues in 
Albany to ensure that Division of Housing and Community 
Renewal’s data is publicly available, not just through specific 
unit rent history requests. 

Do you support cancelling rent 
for tenants and small business 
owners during the COVID-19 
pandemic? 

Absolutely. I believe we need to revamp our tax code to get the 
revenue in order to do it. There is an effort beginning now to 
mount a large campaign to advocate for more revenue and 
taxing the rich through State action. NYC-DSA is one part of the 
coalition, but other local grassroots groups are going to take 
part, and I think it will be integral if we are going to get the 
resources to not only support people during this crisis, but in 
the future as well.  

What will you do to help reach 
more gender equity within the 
NYC Council? 

Barcelona recently went through a program where they are 
revising all political and urban planning decisions, through a 
lens of feminism, to essentially incorporate gender into every 
area of politics and society. This included all decisions 
regarding the city budget, urban planning, and public services, 
so that implications for both women and men must be 
considered. I think this is the scale to which we need to 
reconsider planning and policy decisions to get to gender 
equity.   
 
There is a Commission on Gender Equity in the City, and many 
people don’t know this. I think this Commission should be 
made independent of the First Lady, and invested in at a higher 
level. Pushing recommendations for best practices into City 
agencies will take more resources, and should be considered 
in the appointment of new heads during the transition to a new 
Mayor. 

In reviewing the NYC Budget, 
what specific categories do you 
think should be either cut or 
increased to help the city’s 
current economic predicament? 

We need revenue from the State. I want to try and reframe the 
way we think about this. We have been taxing wealth in a less 
progrssive way for decades. I stated earlier the importance of 
defunding the police to help us out of our economic situation, 
but the gap is too large to be just solely dealt with cuts to 
programs in the city budget. We need to completely revamp 
the tax code, and that requires state level intervention. I think 
positive expectations look to our economy fully recovering in 
3-4 years, but I want to move away from the idea that the City 
alone can deal with the revenue gap that can, and should, be 
partly filled by the State. 



What are your recovery 
priorities for the district related 
to the COVID-19 pandemic? 

First is to cancel rent. Residential and commercial tenants 
need to be protected from evictions and debt collection, and 
the rent that was due needs to be canceled and not just 
postponed. Anyone impacted by the pandemic should be 
exempt from debt collection and eviction for at least an 
additional year. 
 
Next is improving and streamline the various City-funded free 
food programs. The City is now directing New Yorkers to 
mutual aid networks in lieu of providing services. This is 
unacceptable. The City needs to increase the food quality for 
distribution and cut the red tape to access it. 
 
The City must continue to create more usable outdoor space 
for New Yorkers. New York should continue to follow the lead 
of cities around the world that have begun to open streets to 
allow more space for cyclists and pedestrians to better follow 
social distancing. The open streets, particularly on 5th avenue, 
are a great example and we should find a way to expand them. 
 
We must also decarcerate and bring as many people as we can 
home. The Governor must grant clemency to anyone who is 
at-risk in our prisons and jails. This should include seniors, 
pregnant people, and anyone with a pre-existing condition that 
makes them uniquely vulnerable. The City must work to 
decarcerate as many pre-trial people as possible. Our prisons 
and jails are seeing rampant cases of the virus, and those who 
are incarcerated need care. 
 
We should also prioritize housing the homeless. COVID-19 is 
spreading in the homeless community at a time where so 
many of our hotels are empty. The City should pay for and 
move the homeless into these empty rooms. We shouldn’t 
back down from this policy, it isn’t a long term fix - ultimately 
the City should be looking to create more permanent 
supportive housing, but in the immediate crisis, it will lead to 
better outcomes. 
 
The City must also close the learning gap for high-risk 
students. Many students still don’t have access to laptops or 
the internet, and are at threat of being further left behind by 
this crisis. This includes schools in this district because 60% 



are students of color, and 40% qualify for free lunch. Education 
inequality will be exponentially exacerbated if we don’t focus 
on getting students in underserved communities the resources 
to learn remotely.  
 
We should also mandate hazard pay for essential workers and 
Council should pass legislation that mandates a progressive 
increase in salaries based on the length of hours of the shift. 
Council should also expand paid sick leave. Currently, paid sick 
leave legislation in NYC has a large list of those who are 
exempted from the program. Council needs to amend the 
existing legislation and expand those who can claim it, 
especially for gig workers. 

What would you do to reform 
the Land Use process to 
promote racial and social 
equity? 

You can see my comments above on  how to reform land use. 
 
While the ULURP process is highly flawed, I also understand 
that with most big development projects, by the time ULURP 
has begun, it’s already too late, and the die has been cast. So 
we need to reform more than just ULURP.  
 
The discretion of the local elected official is far too powerful. 
This leads to a dynamic where important private and nonprofit 
developers are building relationships with the elected official 
for years in order to ensure that they get a favorable vote on a 
project. ULURP attempts to bring in public input, but there is a 
chasm between the community and City officials. Because the 
legislators are privy to a whole set of different conversations, 
they move forward with the project more often than not, and 
then the community is forced to go to litigation, which they 
often lose as well. 
 
ULURP needs to be made much more collaborative, and 
disagreements between the community and City officials need 
to be solved by mediation. Currently, the elected officials are 
reviewing plans and are making decisions based on a lobbying 
effort by certain advocates or developers. This becomes more 
of an up-down vote, and less a process between equals.  
 
Again, I believe this is a case for a radical Charter Revision 
Commission. I believe on a city wide vote, activists can 
out-organize and win on the ballot for changes to the ULURP 
process.  



What is your vision for the 
Brooklyn Democratic Party? 

I want to take this time to just go back and lift up the work of 
the Vision project. I will be the first to admit that it was difficult 
to support this work, while trying to organize Rep Your Block at 
the same time, but I think that a large part of my vision for the 
Brooklyn Democratic Party is uplifting what we discovered 
from such a large cross-section of people that we talked to.  
 
Personally, I believe that the Brooklyn Democratic Party is just 
a repository of power and transactional trading of influence. It 
serves very little purpose, and it doesn't organize people, or 
listen. So if the Party did much of anything, it would be an 
improvement. I believe there are two ways to answer this 
question. One is looking to best practices elsewhere. There are 
county parties that have active committees, and clear ways to 
get involved and set priorities. Those are often much smaller 
counties, and also are more likely to be in swing states, where 
it matters more that they engage as many people as possible. 
While at a bar during a work trip last year in Jacksonville, I ran 
into some local District Leaders who were having a meeting, 
and it was very interesting talking to them. This is possible.   
 
The other way to answer it is to think what the ideal Party 
would be. Would it be like joining a union, where you had a 
clear hierarchy and ways to plug in? Would every decision be 
democratic, and there would be opportunities for engagement? 
I would love that model, but I know not everyone has the 
privilege to be involved in hours of process. But I envision a 
party where the leadership are just there to guide a process of 
community engagement and development of priorities.  
 
From there, smaller communities would work to build 
members, and direct efforts into issues and policies in their 
neighborhoods. If an ADC, or equivalent, voted to get involved 
in an issue in that area, for instance, supporting the 
construction of a homeless shelter against local opposition, 
then the larger Party should invest its resources into leveraging 
the local Democratic electeds to consider their work. If people 
don’t like what the ADC decides, then people should run 
against them and get involved in the process. This is what I 
daydream as a political system that truly engages people. I 
think when we “discovered” ADCs, it showed a model that can 
be representative of what the Party could  look like.  

https://www.visionprojectbk.com/


New Kings Democrats has 
proposed several rules changes 
to be considered by the County 
Committee. Do you support the 
proposals? If elected, will you 
advocate for these and other 
reforms that democratize 
power within the County 
Committee? 

Yes. I will advocate for all of them. I think we’ve seen with the 
current Party Boss a degree of opposition that we didn’t even 
have under Frank. I believe we are running out of options after 
their highly undemocratic effort  to strip all power from us. So I 
think we need to pursue legislation to radically change the 
county committee, but before that, we need to find a new Party 
leadership, and should work to elect a new leader. 

How much money have you 
raised for this campaign? What 
are the major sources? 

As of 11/4: $34,428.11. All has come from small donors, 
friends and family, community members, and organic support. 

Are you accepting campaign 
contributions from law 
enforcement unions? 

No. 

What endorsements have you 
received from publications, 
electeds, community leaders, or 
political organizations? 

I have received the endorsement of NYC-DSA.  I am in the 
endorsement process with several other organizations and 
clubs. I have the support of a few local electeds, who will likely 
endorse soon.  

Of the elected officials in the 
NYC Council, who do you 
admire most and why? 

I have to admit, I feel I’ve been let down by a lot of the City 
Council members, particularly the ones who voted for the 
recent budget. But I admire Jumaane Williams. While he had 
problematic views on a few things, he was always the most 
engaged member, and asked the most thought-provoking 
questions during the Budget Negotiation Team meetings while 
I worked in City Council Finance. I think he has what it takes to 
win a statewide office. I also admire Carlina Rivera because 
she has made some challenging votes in her tenure, and I 
believe shows promise of a potential political leader. 

What are some of the best 
ways you think New York City 
residents can best participate 
in civic life? 

I think people need to build independent political power. I think 
that’s best done through membership organizations. I think the 
level of problems this  city and country face require a radical 
shift of power that can’t come from the DNC or the very 
centralized way that power get’s wielded. So I think people 
should join a block association, or a grassroots group or a 
local mutual aid project. I think people need to be talking 
face-to-face with each other, and solving each other’s 
problems more. I think groups like VOCAL CUFFH, NYCC, and 
Make the  Road are all great examples of organizations that 
take that  organizing model and expand it further. I think there 
are a lot of valuable ways people can engage in civic life, but I 
think often people are powerless, and these can be very 
powerful groups.  

What is one fun fact about you?  I was raised a Jehovah’s Witness for a lot of my childhood. So 
before I was knocking doors to get signatures, I was knocking 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1EpTijjEqy0fIEC63_WopKAl40MfAho_rg_TmNhHmooI/edit?usp=sharing
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doors to proselytize. I also missed out on a lot of birthdays :( 
 
I was also  named  after a Bran  Muffin. 
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