
 

2020 City Council Candidate Questionnaire 

Completed questionnaires will be public documents available on our website, so put your best foot 
forward. If we ultimately hold an endorsement vote in your race, we will circulate your questionnaire to 

our members before the vote. 
 

Contact with questions: Jessica Thurston, NKD’s VP of Political Affairs, 
politics@newkingsdemocrats.com 

 
 

Name Doug Schneider 

Council District number and 
neighborhoods represented 

I am running in the 39th Council District covering parts of Boro Park, 
Carroll Gardens, Cobble Hill, Columbia Waterfront, Gowanus, 
Kensington, Park Slope, and Windsor Terrace. 

How long have you lived in the 
above district? 

14 years. 

Why do you want to serve as a 
member of the NYC Council? 

I am running for City Council because our community is struggling 
with the impact of Covid-19, with an unaccountable police force that 
must be reformed, with traffic violence approaching an all-time high, 
and with a public school system in crisis. We need leaders who are 
prepared to lead from day one; with a vision for how to recover from 
Covid-19; with deep knowledge of the issues that plague the NYPD 
and the reforms needed to fix it; and, with lived experience with how 
Covid-19 has impacted families, especially those with children in our 
public school system. 
  
I will bring to the Council my experience as an outsider and activist. 
Whether as a lifetime member of the Working Families Party, as a 
District Leader taking on the forces fighting any attempt to reform 
our County Democratic Party, or as a supporter of NKD, I have 
always been willing and able to tell truth to power and challenge the 
status quo.  
 
I will bring to the Council my fifteen years of experience as a civil 
rights attorney fighting against a criminal justice system that is unjust 
and an NYPD that is unaccountable; my lived experience as a public 
school parent, struggling to balance my work as a lawyer with the 
responsibility for remote learning with my son and providing stability 
at home for both our children; I will bring to the Council my 
experience of both owning a small business and representing small 



businesses throughout the district; and, I will bring the Council my 
years as a transportation safety advocate.   

What civic and political 
organizations are you involved 
with in the district? 

I am the Democratic District Leader for the 44th Assembly District 
and am involved with NKD, CBID, LID, SCBUP, GOBK By Day, 
and Brooklyn Resisters. I am a former Trustee of the Park Slope 
Civic Council, served on the District Committee for Brad Lander’s 
participatory budgeting initiative, and am a lay leader at 
Congregation Beth Elohim, where I was the volunteer coordinator for 
the shabbat morning kids program and currently sit on its school 
reopening task force. I volunteer with the CAMBA men’s shelter and 
have worked on pedestrian safety issues with organizations like 
Transportation Alternatives and Families For Safe Streets.  

What have you accomplished in 
public life that you are most 
proud of? 

I am proud that as a Trustee of the Park Slope Civic Council I was a 
member of a group of local leaders that worked with the 14th Street 
Block Association to oppose the proposed conversion of the old 
Pavilion Movie Theater into luxury condominiums. Along with the 
other members of the coalition, I testified in opposition to the project 
at the landmarks and preservation commission, which denied 
approval. Twice more the developer resubmitted its plan and were 
denied approval. After the third time, the developer walked away. 
Today, instead of a luxury condo, we have the amazing Nighthawk 
Cinema and will soon have an Ample Hill Creamery.   
 
I am proud of my election as District Leader, having forced out a 43-
year anti-reform incumbent, and my record as District Leader. I have 
followed through on the promises I made when I ran for District 
Leader.  
 

1. I took on Frank Seddio at my very first meeting as District 
Leader and followed my conscience when I challenged the 
vote totals in the election for Officers of the County 
Committee; 

2. After that first hectic meeting, I introduced a series of 
amendments addressing proxy reform; meeting agendas; 
meeting minutes; and the conduct of meeting; 

3. I have fought against the corrupt way we elect judges in this 
state and supported qualified judges who would increase 
much needed diversity on the judiciary, including a Muslim 
woman would have been the first Supreme Court Justice to 
wear a Hijab; 

4. I have led the opposition to, and voted against, every single 
anti-democratic effort by the Executive Committee; and, 

5. I am proud to serve on the Brooklyn Democratic Party’s task 
force on gender and gender identity.    

 
What are the greatest 
opportunities and challenges 
facing the district? 

The single greatest opportunity in the district is the chance to 
celebrate Brooklyn’s rich diversity. I have always said that my 
favorite part of the district is Coney Island Avenue because it is the 
intersection of Brooklyn’s amazing diversity. It is a symbol that in 



Brooklyn we don’t just live side by side peacefully, but that we are 
intertwined with each other, we celebrate with each other, we laugh 
with each other, and we grieve with each other. I firmly believe that 
Brooklyn’s greatest export should be the way we embrace our 
diversity and there is no better symbol of that than the rich diversity 
of Coney Island Avenue. 
  
Often, the greatest challenges facing the district are also the greatest 
opportunities.  
 
For example, one of the greatest challenges that the district faces is 
high levels of traffic violence. Unfortunately, the 39th Council 
District has seen an epidemic level of pedestrian and biker fatalities 
and serious injuries in the last ten years. Our streets are a disaster. 7th 
Avenue is a disaster; 9th Street is a disaster; Church Avenue and 
Caton Avenue are disasters; and, worst of them all, Ocean Parkway 
has proven time and time again to be a death trap.  
 
However, the Covid-19 pandemic has opened the door for a 
comprehensive overhaul of our streets and sidewalks. Streets are 
being used for restaurants, for play spaces, and for education. This is 
a unique opportunity to fundamentally change our streets. 
  
We need a comprehensive plan to expand the amount of open streets 
and make them one cohesive network instead of randomly strewn 
throughout the City. We need to turn some open streets into 
permanent play spaces and make them entirely car and bus free, the 
prime example being 4th Street between 4th and 5th Avenue. 
  
We need to protect bikers and pedestrians by creating a connected 
network of protected bike lanes and eliminating the traffic behaviors 
that put bikers at risk such as midday truck deliveries & their 
dangerous double parking, and permitting the constant obstruction of 
bike lanes. We need to expand the use of red light and speed cameras 
to slow down traffic, and we need to make our sidewalks & 
crosswalks safer and more accessible, especially for people with 
mobility issues. 
 

Why do you want New Kings 
Democrats’ endorsement? 

I was elected to County Committee the same year that Lincoln 
Restler won his initial District Leader race. As a member of the 
County Committee, I was aligned with, and inspired by, NKD and 
was a member of their reform coalition.  
 
When I ran for District Leader, it was heavily influenced by my prior 
experiences with NKD and some of my first supporters, like Matt 
Stern, provided crucial early support, vouching for my commitment 
to building an open, transparent, and democratic Brooklyn 
Democratic Party. 
 
Until I was joined by this amazing new class of District Leaders, I 
was NKD’s closest ally on the Executive Committee. Even in the 



face of unrelenting pressure and threats of reprisals, every single vote 
I have cast as District Leader has been on the side of the grassroots, 
of reform, and of our mutual commitment to building an open, 
transparent and vibrant local Democratic Party.    
 
NKD’s endorsement would be a crucial and public affirmation of my 
commitment to reforming the Brooklyn Democratic Party and our 
shared progressive vision. Most importantly, NKD’s endorsement is 
more than just paper. It comes with committed activists, ready to 
knock doors, make calls, and do what is necessary to help its 
endorsed candidates win.  
 
It would be a great honor to win NKD’s endorsement.  
 

If elected, what will your top 
three legislative and budgetary 
priorities be while in office? 

My top priorities in the Council will be investing in our schools; 
pedestrian and biker safety, and criminal justice/police reform.  

What is one thing you would do 
to make New York City 
government more transparent, 
accountable, or  
inclusive? 

As a civil rights and criminal defense attorney for over a decade, I 
have seen firsthand the systematic abuses committed by law-
enforcement, particularly in the Black community. This summer we 
all were witness to the NYPD brutalizing peaceful protestors as they 
were marching for justice after the murders of George Floyd and 
Breonna Taylor.  
 
The most important police reform is enacting policies that hold 
NYPD officers accountable for their conduct in the streets and their 
perjury in the courts. This means removing final say on disciplinary 
issues from the NYPD Commissioner to a truly neutral body; 
expanding public access to disciplinary record; and, tracking of, and 
real consequences for, officers whose testimony is found incredible in 
court. 

Please review NKD’s voting 
rights platform: 
https://www.newkingsdemocrat
s.com/voting_rights. In what 
ways would you like to expand 
voting access, and how can you 
do this as a member of the NYC 
Council? 

I am supportive of efforts to expand access to and eligibility for 
voting in New York City. In particular I believe in automatic voter 
registration. As District Leader, and before, I have been a staunch 
advocate of the need to professionalize the Board of Elections and 
eliminate patronage hires. 
 
I believe that the right to vote is a fundamental right and can never be 
taken away by the government, even for incarcerated individuals. I 
would be interested in further discussing the issue of lowering the 
voting age and non-citizen voting as I believe there are arguments to 
be made in their favor and valid concerns that have been raised. 
 

What criminal justice reforms 
would you like to see the 
Council implement?  

In addition to some of the reforms I mentioned above about police 
discipline and accountability, I think there is still much work to be 
done to reform our corrections system and to close Rikers Island. As 
we close Rikers Island, it also gives us an opportunity to completely 
re envision the Department of Corrections (“DOC”).  



 
DOC violence against incarcerated people at Rikers Island is so high 
that the DOC was forced to agree to be overseen by a federal 
monitor. Still, abuse levels have remained high. As with the NYPD, 
much of the problem stems from lack of accountability. Even though 
DOC disciplinary cases are heard by the Office of Administrative 
Trials and Hearings, the DOC Commissioner still has the final say on 
discipline, too often resulting in lack of consequences for corrections 
officers. This has to change, and final say on disciplinary decisions 
has to be with a neutral body.  
 
We must also continue our commitment to decarceration through 
alternatives to incarceration programs. I have appeared in drug courts 
throughout New York City, but particularly in Brooklyn’s Screening 
Treatment Enhancement Part (“STEP”), which was, and is, the 
national model for treating addiction as a sickness and not a crime, of 
giving people medical care instead of jail time.  
 
I have not only seen this transformative work, I have been a part of it. 
I have fought to get clients into treatment, refusing to take no for an 
answer. I can tell you about clients whose addiction was so bad that it 
was close to killing them, but, after committing to a year of inpatient 
treatment, they walked out of court, in recovery, with a GED and a 
job. These are the people who inspire me.  
 
Finally, we must continue our efforts to end the school to prison 
pipeline  

What specific racial justice 
issues are impacting the district 
and how would you address 
them as a Council Member? 

Although the COVID-19 pandemic is impacting all of us, it’s 
affecting immigrants and communities of color the most. While we 
are keeping informed on COVID-19 related matters from the Mayor 
and Governor’s daily briefings, a lot of that vital information isn’t 
being disseminated to communities where language barriers are 
prevalent. In District 39, little to no outreach was done in the 
languages that so many people in the district speak, particularly 
Bangla, Urdu, and Yiddish.  
 
The next City Council and Mayor must formulate a blueprint for 
ensuring people with limited English language proficiency  are given 
essential information in their native language, especially during times 
of crisis. That means bringing together trusted stakeholders from 
different sectors, including elected officials, religious leaders, non-
profits, and non-English media, to ensure that essential information is 
being delivered to people with limited English proficiency.  
 



What is your perspective on, 
and what would be your plan 
regarding, the funding of the 
NYPD? 

I support reallocating resources from the NYPD budget to agencies 
and programs that will help the recovery from the COVID-19 crisis, 
particularly in communities of color. This should include, but not be 
limited to, investments in affordable housing, employment, 
education, and small business and minority/women owned business 
development.  
 
I also believe that reducing the NYPD budget must be done with the 
goal of eliminating the NYPD officers who live outside NYC and are 
more an occupying force than local police. These officers are 
predominantly the older, white officers who control the PBA and 
SBA, which I believe are the two most destructive forces in NYC 
politics.  
 
There is a huge risk that a block cut to the NYPD budget would have 
the opposite result. The NYPD budget is over 80% personnel and it is 
unionized. This means if there were a personnel cut it would be “last 
in/first out.” As a result, it would be the younger officers, who 
predominantly live in NYC, and better represent NYC’s diversity, 
who would be let go, while the older, predominantly white officers 
who live outside NYC and represent the heart of the problem, who 
would be strengthened.  
 
I believe that by reinstating the rule requiring all NYPD officers to 
live in NYC, a large number of the officers who live outside of NYC 
would retire rather than move into the City. Not only will this result 
in a police force that better represents NYC, but it will break the 
control the older, predominantly white, and Republican officers have 
over the police unions, leading to a fundamental and necessary 
change in leadership.  

What housing issues specific to  
your council district concern 
you most, and how would you 
address them if elected? 

District 39 is a microcosm of New York City. We’re not building 
enough quality affordable housing, but when it does get built, it’s on 
the terms of real estate developers. We’re squeezing as little 
affordable housing as possible into buildings whose primary purpose 
is to make landlords rich. And when housing is built, we’re 
overlooking the needs of the local community and how 
neighborhoods can address issues that are plaguing the city as a 
whole such as climate change, racial equity, and our crumbling 
infrastructure.  
 
Building more actually affordable housing will help transition 
homeless New Yorkers from shelters to permanent housing. We have 
to act now, because there is a significant risk that Covid-19 will cause 
thousands of more families to become homeless.  

Do you support cancelling rent 
for tenants and small business 
owners during the COVID-19 
pandemic? 

We need to ensure that no New Yorker loses their home during this 
pandemic, including for inability to pay rent. We need to recognize 
that there is a difference between large, commercial landlords and the 
2 and 3 family homeowners who can’t pay their mortgages without 



that rental income. If they can’t pay their mortgage, they lose their 
home and their tenant loses their apartment anyway. We need to fight 
for vital Federal and State assistance to provide programs that will 
help renters pay rent.  
 
As a small business owner myself, I see an opportunity now to finally 
pass a bill that will control commercial rent. There are too many 
empty storefronts and too many small businesses struggling to stay 
afloat. It’s the least we can do for the lifeblood of our neighborhoods 
and NYC’s economy. 

What will you do to help reach 
more gender equity within the 
NYC Council? 

I recognize and am sensitive to the fact that I am a white cis male at a 
time when female representation in the Council is at an all-time low. 
We have seen time and time again in government and politics that the 
next generation of representation comes from the last generation 
hiring and promoting diverse staff and mentoring and elevating 
diverse leaders in their community. For my part, I would pledge to 
ensure that our community boards are gender balanced, as well as my 
staff.  
 
I believe that there is a lack of diversity in other areas as well. For 
instance, I would be one of the few Council Members with children 
in public elementary school. With the way that the school reopening 
and now closing have been handled, we see how vital it is to have a 
parent of young children in the room where decisions are made. I will 
likely be the only member of the Council who has regularly taken on 
the NYPD in court, and won.                                                           
 
The importance of my lived experiences does not solve the very real 
problem you’ve identified but it does make the case that on a Council 
where digging our city out of the huge hole that Covid has put us in, I 
would provide experience and perspective that would otherwise be 
absent.  
 

In reviewing the NYC Budget, 
what specific categories do you 
think should be either cut or 
increased to help the city’s 
current economic predicament? 

New York City spends billions of dollars outsourcing government 
work to private contractors and consulting firms. That means our tax 
dollars are being spent employing expensive consultants and 
subcontractors that may not even pay a livable wage instead of 
creating jobs in our city. It also means we have to pay a premium, 
because in addition to paying all their executives these companies 
have to make a profit for their shareholders. I want to make sure our 
tax dollars are used wisely to provide services but also to employ 
New Yorkers. I would support contracting reform that makes it easier 
for local firms and small businesses to win city awards when we have 
no choice but to hire outside contractors, but more importantly I will 
go through the city budget with a fine tooth comb and find these 
outsourced deals and advocate to bring them back under the City 
umbrella. Creating good paying jobs to help our city recover from 
Covid starts with a commitment from the government.  



What are your recovery 
priorities for the district related 
to the COVID-19 pandemic? 

First and foremost we need to have a real plan to safely keep schools 
open for the health and well-being of our children.. I recently wrote 
an op-ed in the Gotham Gazette that stresses the importance of in 
person learning for our children. As I write in the Op-ed, in my 
family, I was, and still am, the parent responsible for remote learning. 
I am the one who essentially left the workforce to give our kids 
stability at home. I know first-hand that, despite Herculean efforts by 
our teachers and administrators, remote learning is hurting our 
children’s academic progress and harming their mental health. It is 
widening the achievement gap between wealthier, predominantly 
white, students and poorer students, who are predominantly students 
of color.  
 
Additionally, we need a real plan to rapidly distribute vaccines so life 
can go back to normal, and, in the meantime, we need to provide 
financial support for working families who are struggling to pay rent 
and put food on the table. And we must take care of our small 
businesses, so they don’t go broke before we beat the virus. Too 
many small businesses have already shuttered and most that are 
struggling to survive have already spent all of their PPP loans.   

What would you do to reform 
the Land Use process to 
promote racial and social 
equity? 

The ulurp process is broken. I believe we need a comprehensive plan 
that assesses the racial, social and economic impact of proposed 
projects that will act as a blueprint for addressing issues plaguing the 
city as a whole, including climate change, transportation, school 
segregation, and investment in public housing.  If we are going to 
take on NYC’s land use history, then we have to ensure that all newly 
proposed projects promote racial and social equity. This 
comprehensive plan should be formulated with communities in mind. 
The COVID-19 pandemic has exposed decades of underfunding of 
our public hospitals, schools, and public spaces in our most 
vulnerable neighborhoods that have been negatively impacted by 
discriminatory and predatory policies. We need to ensure the most 
marginalized of our society are at the forefront of land use 
conversations and have a greater stake in shaping land use decisions.  

What is your vision for the 
Brooklyn Democratic Party? 

As a Democratic District Leader, I have been the leading voice for 
the need to make the Brooklyn Democratic Party more transparent, 
democratic, and inclusive. I believe the Party needs to engage with 
and encourage grassroots activism and give County Committee 
Members a real role in the Party. I believe that the Democratic Party 
is supposed to be a “bottom up” party meaning the Brooklyn 
Democratic Party, as the most local level of Democratic politics, is 
supposed to listen to the needs and beliefs of the community and use 
that to adopt a platform that they filter up to the State and National 
Parties.    

New Kings Democrats has I do support NKD’s proposals and was pleased to consult with NKD 



proposed several rules changes 
to be considered by the County 
Committee. Do you support the 
proposals? If elected, will you 
advocate for these and other 
reforms that democratize power 
within the County Committee? 

during their drafting. After I was elected District Leader, I introduced 
a series of proposed amendments including amendments limiting the 
number of proxies. The last sentence of the proposal regarding the 
restoration of the 2nd Annual County Committee Meeting is actually 
the very same language as the amendment I proposed at the 
Executive Committee meeting in which the vote was taken to cancel 
the second meeting.  

How much money have you 
raised for this campaign? What 
are the major sources? 

I formally entered the race on August 23, 2020 and, as of November 
19, 2020, have raised $23,748 from 170 individual donors. All of the 
money I have raised is from individuals. Over 50% is eligible to be 
matched by the CFB. 56% of my contributors live in the district, 65% 
live in Brooklyn, and 75% live within the 5 Boros.  

Are you accepting campaign 
contributions from law 
enforcement unions? 

No. 

What endorsements have you 
received from publications, 
electeds, community leaders, or 
political organizations? 

I have not received any official or public endorsements to date. 

Of the elected officials in the 
NYC Council, who do you 
admire most and why? 

Brad Lander. He’s been an effective legislator, has passed some of 
the most vital legislation and has championed progressive causes, 
even when unpopular.  

What are some of the best ways 
you think New York City 
residents can best participate in 
civic life? 

Register to vote. If you are registered in another state, register 
Democrat where you live so you can participate in NYC primaries. 
Join Rep Your Block to learn how Democracy works here. Join an 
organization that’s working to effectuate change. Read and 
monetarily support local news--some of my personal favorites being 
Gotham Gazette, Bklyner, Gothamist, and The City.    

What is one fun fact about you? I love to make homemade pickles. 

I have reviewed this questionnaire and agree that the responses set forth in this document are accurate: 

Candidate Signature: _____________________________________________   Date: 
_________________ 

You must sign this questionnaire! When complete, please email your signed and scanned 
questionnaire as a PDF to politics@newkingsdemocrats.com 
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