
  

2020   City   Council   Candidate   Questionnaire   

Completed   questionnaires   will   be   public   documents   available   on   our   website,   so   put   your   best   foot   
forward.   If   we   ultimately   hold   an   endorsement   vote   in   your   race,   we   will   circulate   your   questionnaire   to   our   

members   before   the   vote.   
  

Contact   with   questions:   Jessica   Thurston,   NKD’s   VP   of   Political   Affairs,    politics@newkingsdemocrats.com   
  
  

Name   Justin   Krebs   
Council   District   number   and   
neighborhoods   represented   

  
39:   Park   Slope,   Windsor   Terrace,   Kensington,   Borough   Park,   
Gowanus,   Carroll   Gardens,   Cobble   Hill,   Columbia   Waterfront   
District   
  

How   long   have   you   lived   in   the   
above   district?   

  
8+   years   
  

Why   do   you   want   to   serve   as   a   
member   of   the   NYC   Council?   

  
I'm   running   for   City   Council   because   I   love   bringing   people   
together   in   joyful   ways   to   get   things   done.   
  

I   have   the   energy,   creativity,   and   20-year   track   record   to   bring   
our   community   together   as   we   tackle   some   of   the   toughest   
challenges   we   have   ever   faced.   Together   we   can   create   a   more   
vibrant   city   that   works   for   all   of   us.   It   will   only   happen   if   we   
organize   together   and   shift   power   from   big   money   and   special   
interests   to   the   people,   which   is   the   spirit   of   the   political,   
cultural,   and   community   work   I’ve   done.   
  

This   is   our   home   where   my   wife—a   certified   nurse   midwife   and   
small   business   owner—and   I   are   living,   working   and   raising   our   
three   small   kids.   I   want   this   to   be   a   city   that   helps   small   
businesses   to   thrive,   that   cultivates   joy   in   our   schools,   that   
celebrates   our   public   spaces,   that   helps   our   arts,   culture,   
entertainment   and   nightlife   survive   this   pandemic,   and   that   is   a   
national   leader   in   policies   that   make   a   more   just   and   
sustainable   society.   And   I   believe   we   can   do   it   --   but   we   can   
only   do   it   together.   
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What   civic   and   political   
organizations   are   you   involved   
with   in   the   district?   

  
● Secretary   of   the   School   District   15   Presidents   Council;     
● Secretary   of   the   PS   39   Executive   Committee   
● Leadership   team   of   the   Camp   Friendship   Food   Pantry   
● The   Living   Liberally   National   Network   and   its   local   

chapters   
● President   Emeritus   of   the   Cobble   Hill   Playschool   

  
What   have   you   accomplished   in   
public   life   that   you   are   most   
proud   of?   

  
I’ve   proudest   to   have    led   the   National   Campaigns   work   at   
MoveOn   for   the   past   5+   years    during   which   time   our   team   
empowered   millions   of   Americans   to   fight   to   save   Obamacare,   
lead   national   mobilizations   against   family   separatio,   fuel   the   
2018   Blue   Wave,   show   up   in   solidarity   against   police   violence   
and   white   supremacy,   impeach   and   ultimately   defeat   Trump,   as   
well   as   during   the   Obama   years   push   the   Senate   to   support   the   
Iran   Nuclear   Agreement   and   organize   for   President   Obama   to   
sign   anti-gun-violence   executive   orders   and   end   a   Bush-era   
Muslim   registry.   This   has   required   leadership,   strategic   vision,   
innovation,   persistence,   and   a   non-stop   air-traffic   control   of   a   
team   of   super   talented   campaign   directors   who   have   worked   
to   effectively   channel   the   passion   of   our   millions   of   members.   
  

In   a   very   different   vein,   locally,    I   am   one   of   the   founders   and   
the   Board   Chair   of   The   Tank   --   an   17   year-old   non-profit   
theater   that   has   become   a   New   York   cultural   institution,   
premiering   more   new   work   by   emerging   artists   across   
disciplines   than   any   other   in   the   city—and   driven   by   a   mission   
to   remove   economic   barriers   to   creating,   participating   in   and   
enjoying   live   performance,   in   a   way   that   is   uniquely   
collaborative   and   anti-commercial.   The   Tank   has   grown   from   a   
scrappy   collective   to   an   organization   that   has   been   able   to   
keep   on   and   expand   our   staff   during   the   pandemic   and   support   
tens   of   thousands   of   artists   with   space,   a   platform,   and   funds.   
  

Finally,   as    the   founder   of   the   Living   Liberally   organization,   I’ve   
helped   hundreds   of   progressive   social   clubs   form   nationwide   
--   most   notably   the   Drinking   Liberally   happy   hours   and   
Laughing   Liberally   comedy   shows   --    often   in   the   most   
conservative   areas   where   they’ve   given   local   progressives   
opportunities   to   build   social   capital   and   organize   together.   
  

What   are   the   greatest   
opportunities   and   challenges   
facing   the   district?   

  
The   challenges   we   are   facing   today   are   the   same   one’s   we   
have   been   facing   for   years,   they   have   just   been   compounded   
by   the   COVID-19   crisis:   a   homeless   crisis   including   100k   
students   who   are   in   temporary   housing,   many   more   out   of   



work   and   facing   chronic   food   insecurity,   schools   underfunded   
and   vastly   inequitable,   communities   underserved   while   too   
many   are   overpoliced,   workers   exploited   and   small   businesses   
facing   devastation,   people   undervalued,   a   lack   of   investment   in   
our   commons   --   our   shared   spaces   and   cultural   resources   --   
and   government   that   fails   to   be   proactive.     
  

These   challenges   also   serve   as   an   amazing   opportunity   to   
rethink   our   approach   and   get   more   people   involved   in   
solutions.    Let's   stop   giving   tax   dollars   away   for   real   estate   
development   and   spend   more   on    local   businesses   that   give   
New   Yorkers   real   living   wages   and   get   people   back   to   work.   
Let's   reconsider   our   current   housing   structure   from   the   top   
down   and   enact   good   cause   evictions   legislation.   Lets   defund   
the   police   and   fully   fund   community   service   programs   in   
health,   education,   mental   health,   job   training   and   more   that   
address   systemic   challenges   and   inequities.   
  

Let’s   be   a   leader   in   climate   change   and   put   the   economic   and   
media   power   of   New   York   at   the   heart   of   this   existential   crisis.   
Let’s   save   our   small   businesses   in   part   by   taking   on   the   
monopolies   and   corporate   power   that   are   eviscerating   them.   
Let’s   pour   our   common   resources   into   common   gods,   creating,   
investing   in   and   celebrating   what   makes   this   city   vibrant:   our   
common   public   spaces,   our   cultural   spaces.   Let’s   also   lead   the   
nation   in   data   privacy   for   all   our   residents,   and   especially   our   
students.     
  

And   above   --   and   very   particularly   in   this   district   as   well   as   city   
wide   --   all   let’s   make   education   a   focus   --   truly   prioritizing   
high-quality   education   accessible   to   all   our   students   in   all   our   
schools   --   and   marshaling   the   city’s   resources   and   mobilizing   
our   communities   and   every   sector   of   city   life   to   a   vision   the   
centers   on   true   participation   and   equity   in   our   schools.   This   
district   has   taken   great   steps   with   the   District   15   integration   
plan,   and   needs   to   support   and   build   up   on   that   to   address   the   
vast   differences   in   how   our   families   experience   their   local   
schools.   
  

  Let’s   take   this   opportunity   to   come   together   and   solve   these   
issues   that   have   been   plaguing   our   community   for   far   too   long.   
  

Why   do   you   want   New   Kings   
Democrats’   endorsement?  

  
As   someone   who   has   spent   the   past   20   years   building   people   
powered,   inclusionary   movements   across   the   country   for   the   
betterment   of   our   democracy,   it   would   be   a   true   honor   to   have   
the   endorsement   of   the   leading   local   organization   doing   
exactly   that   &   stand   together   in   those   fights.   



If   elected,   what   will   your   top   
three   legislative   and   budgetary   
priorities   be   while   in   office?   

  
1) Comprehensive   approach   to   reforming,   resourcing   and   

revitalizing   our   education   system   to   address   the   needs   
of   our   students,   teachers,   families,   and   our  
communities.   

2) Measures   that   shift   financial   power,   and   also   shift   
political   power   from   those   with   wealth   --   to   support   
small   businesses   and   workers   instead   of   monopolies   
and   big   corporations,   to   empower   renters   and   those   in   
need   of   affordable   housing   instead   of   developers,   to   
invest   in   public   spaces   and   the   public   sphere   

3) Climate   and   sustainability   measure   
  

What   is   one   thing   you   would   do   
to   make   New   York   City   
government more   transparent,   
accountable,   or   inclusive?   

  
Major   push   on   participatory   democracy   --   increasing   voting   
rates   through   reforms   in   voter   education,   community-based   
outreach,   expanding   voting   rights   for   the   city   beyond   the   
federal   laws,   and   using   the   council’s   platform   to   
rebuild/replace   the   BOE.   
  

Please   review   NKD’s   voting   
rights   platform:   
https://www.newkingsdemocrat 
s.com/voting_rights .   In   what   
ways   would   you   like   to   expand   
voting   access,   and   how   can   you   
do   this   as   a   member   of   the   NYC   
Council?   

  
I   am   100%   committed   to   the   proposals   outlined   in   NKD’s   voting   
rights   platform.   As   we   have   all   been   painfully   reminded,   our   
democracy   functions   best   when   more   people   participate.   I   
would   also   like   to   expand   voting   access   by   making   the   recent,   
COVID-related   changes   to   our   elections   permanent.   We   need   to   
have   expanded   early   voting,   more   early   voting   locations,   and   
automatic   mail-in   ballots   (not   just   applications)   for   every   
election.   It   drastically   increased   the   number   of   people   
participating   in   both   the   primaries   and   the   general   election   this   
year.   Though   very   few   of   these   changes   can   be   made   through   
the   municipal   code,   I   will   continue   to   fight   for   these   changes   in   
the   city   charter,   in   State   law,   and   in   the   NYS   Constitution,   just   
as   I   have   done   in   my   role   at   MoveOn.   
  

What   criminal   justice   reforms   
would   you   like   to   see   the   
Council   implement?     

  
● The   Commissioner   should   be   appointed   with   advice   

and   consent   of   city   council     
● CCRB   recommendations   should   become   mandatory   
● A   rule   change   should   have   residency   requirements   on   

law   enforcement   in   line   with   other   agencies   
● Police   funding   should   be   moved   to   health,   education,   

mental   health   and   job   development   programs.   
  

What   specific   racial   justice   
issues   are   impacting   the   
district   and   how   would   you   
address   them   as   a   Council   
Member?   

  
District   39   is   home   to   many   families   in   the   public   school  
system   --   which   is   one   of   the   most   segregated   school   systems   
in   the   country.   As   a   leader   in   the   School   District   15   Presidents   
Council   (which   overlaps   with   CD   39),   I’ve   been   able   to   work   on   
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issues   around   the   challenges   of   resources   for   different   
schools   and   seen   structural   challenges   to   helping   all   schools   
thrive.   This   is   a   racial   justice   issue,   an   equity   issue,   and   a   
deeply   personal   issue   as   someone   who   knows   how   much   we   
rely   on   schools   at   the   center   of   our   lives.   
  

I   would   support,   strengthen   and   expand   upon   the   work   of   the   
District   15   Integration   Plan,   and   work   with   parent-leaders   and   
administrators   from   schools   across   the   school   district   
(including   beyond   the   council   district)   to   invest   in   shared   
resources,   address   the   failure   to   invest   in   Title   1   schools,   and   
tackle   school   segregation   in   our   city.   
  

In   addition,   we   need   a   comprehensive   approach   to   data   privacy   
for   our   students   --   or   else   1   in   every   300   Americans   who   is   
currently   in   our   DOE   schools   could   see   their   information   follow  
them   in   ways   we   can’t   imagine   through   their   lives,   leading   to   
new   forms   of   redlining,   tracking   and   bias   in   the   digital   age.   
  

What   is   your   perspective   on,   
and   what   would   be   your   plan   
regarding,   the   funding   of   the   
NYPD?   

  
In   June,   I   signed   onto   a   letter   to   defund   the   police   department   
by   $1   billion.   I   stand   by   that   and   would   vote   for   budgets   that   
moved   even   more   than   that   into   education,   health   and   mental   
health   and   job   development   programs.   This   is   something   over   
the   past   6   months   MoveOn   has   moved   toward   as   well   as   a   new   
organizational   position.   
  

Part   of   this   must   include   removing   police   from   our   schools,   
and   changing   responsibility   for   traffic   enforcement   away   from   
NYPD.   
  

What   housing   issues   specific   to   
your   council   district   concern   
you   most,   and   how   would   you   
address   them   if   elected?   

  
Addressing   housing   in   the   district   requires   addressing   housing   
citywide   

● increase   investment   in   deeply   affordable   units   
● do   everything   we   can   to   create   supportive   housing   for   

formerly   homeless   including   converting   hotels,   buying   
bankrupt   hotels,   converting   existing   dhs   shelters   to   
higher   quality   permanent   affordable   with   service   
enhanced   transitional   units   

● prevent   homelessness   --   protecting   displacement   from   
non-rent-stabilized   units   

● creation   and   massive   investment   in   social   housing   
trust,   accelerate   creation   of   affordable   housing   citywide   
at   the   scale   of   mitchell   lama   

● support   efforts   to   cancel   rent   
  
  



Do   you   support   cancelling   rent   
for   tenants   and   small   business   
owners   during   the   COVID-19   
pandemic?   

  
Yes.   This   is   something   to   advocate   for   at   the   state   level   and   to   
be   thoughtful   how   to   do   it.   We   can’t   displace   folks   due   to   this   
pandemic   --   residential   renters   or   small   businesses.   Can’t   just   
defer   rent.   But   also   have   to   recognize   the   landlords   who   
themselves   are   individual   owners   or   small   businesses   and   
need   relief   as   well.   
  

What   will   you   do   to   help   reach   
more   gender   equity   within   the   
NYC   Council?   

  
I’ll   continue   to   encourage   great   women   to   run   for   office,   this   
cycle   and   in   future   cycles,   and   continue   to   work   in   ways   that   
support   women   leaders   in   civic   and   community   organizations   
as   that   will   create   more   paths   for   women   in   leadership.   
  

And   the   next   Council   can   demand   women   representation   in   key   
leadership   representative   of   our   city.   
  

In   reviewing   the   NYC   Budget,   
what   specific   categories   do   you   
think   should   be   either   cut   or   
increased   to   help   the   city’s   
current   economic   predicament?   

  
Overall,   I   want   to   invest   more   in   schools,   health,   mental   health,   
small   business   support,   job   development   --   specifically   to   help   
the   city’s   economic   predicament   

● Invest   in   support   for   small   businesses   
● Invest   city   workforce   development   dollars   for   higher   

touch   skills   building   like   HOPE   
● Invest   job   development   dollars   in   ways   responsive   to   

sectors   in   need   and   through   partnerships   with   unions   
on   skill   building   in   critical   growth   sectors   such   as   health   
care,   hospitality   post   covid,   and   high   skills   professions   
like   doulas,   caregivers   
  

What   are   your   recovery   
priorities   for   the   district   related   
to   the   COVID-19   pandemic?   

  
● Ensuring   that   schools   both   during   and   after   the   

pandemic   are   serving   all   students   and   families   
● Relief   and   support   for   small   businesses   so   our   main   

streets   remain   vital   and   are   here   to   meet   us   on   the   
other   side   

● Food   security   for   all   
● Investment   in   green   infrastructure   to   take   advantage   of   

low   interest   rates   and   invest   more   heavily   in   
strengthening   our   city   and   providing   jobs   to   do   so   

  
What   would   you   do   to   reform   
the   Land   Use   process   to   
promote   racial   and   social   
equity?   

  
Racial   impact   as   well   as   environmental   impact.   Timelines   that   
include   significant   and   accessible   public   comment.   Timelines   
set   by   community   needs   not   developer   dollars.   High   standards   
of   demands   for   affordable   housing   &   shared   public   space   &   
amenities.   



  
What   is   your   vision   for   the   
Brooklyn   Democratic   Party?   

  
I   believe   we   need   a   Democratic   Party   that   is   as   inclusive,   
transparent,   and   participatory   as   possible.   That   means   we   
need   regular   meetings,   reporting,   and   accountability.   The   party   
needs   to   stay   out   of   primaries   and   disseminate   power   so   that   
the   party   chair   isn’t   hand   picking   state   representatives   for   
special   elections   with   no   input   from   elected   members.   The   
purpose   of   the   County   Committee   is   to   have   the   most   direct   
contact   with   the   community.   We   need   to   empower   our   County   
Committee   to   be   leaders   so   that   they   can   be   partners   in   
implementing   the   progressive   agenda   we   all   need.   And   that   
requires   a   County   Committee   reaching   out   and   empowering   
more   voters,   young   voters,   communities   of   color,   and   building   
a   bigger,   bolder,   progressive   party.   
  

New   Kings   Democrats   has   
proposed   several    rules   changes   
to   be   considered   by   the   County   
Committee.   Do   you   support   the   
proposals?   If   elected,   will   you   
advocate   for   these   and   other   
reforms   that   democratize   
power   within   the   County   
Committee?   

  
The   proposals   put   forward   by   NKD   seem   very   clear,   
straightforward,   and   necessary   for   a   more   inclusive   and   
participatory   democratic   party.   When   I   am   elected,   I   will   be   
proud   to   stand   with   NKD   in   advocating   for   reforms   that   
democratize   power   in   the   party   by   endorsing   reforms,   raising   
awareness,   and   organizing   the   members   to   get   behind   the   
reforms.   
  

How   much   money   have   you   
raised   for   this   campaign?   What   
are   the   major   sources?   

  
$55,000   including   the   full   amount   required   for   matchable   
funds,   meaning   a   total   value   around   $220k.   They   are   all   from   
individuals,   many   in   the   district,   as   well   as   across   the   borough.   
I   will   raise   the   remaining   15k   by   the   end   of   the   year.     
  

Are   you   accepting   campaign   
contributions   from   law   
enforcement   unions?   

  
No.      

What   endorsements   have   you   
received   from   publications,   
electeds,   community   leaders,   or   
political   organizations?   

  
I   have   not   received   public   endorsements   at   this   time   but   will   
start   announcing   community   leader   endorsements   in   the   new   
year.   
  

Of   the   elected   officials   in   the   
NYC   Council,   who   do   you   
admire   most   and   why?   

  
I   think   Brad   Lander   has   done   a   strong   job   of   leading   on   
legislation,   using   his   platform   for   advocacy   beyond   legislation,  
aligning   closely   with   grassroots   movements,   and   
understanding   the   larger   impact   of   his   work   beyond   our   district   
and   our   city   --   while   being   an   ever-present,   positive,   energizing   
presence   across   our   district.   
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I   have   reviewed   this   questionnaire   and   agree   that   the   responses   set   forth   in   this   document   are   
accurate:   

Candidate   Signature:   _____________________________________________     Date:   __Nov   19   2020______   

You    must    sign   this   questionnaire!   When   complete,   please   email   your   signed   and   scanned   
questionnaire   as   a   PDF   to    politics@newkingsdemocrats.com   

  
  

  
And   while   not   an   elected   official,   one   of   the   local   leaders   I   
admire   is   Nellini   Stamp   of   the   Working   Families   Party   because   
I   see   her   showing   up   everywhere,   as   a   leader   and   support   in   
key   fights,   infusing   her   work   with   positive   and   joyful   energy   
that   I   think   is   sometimes   missing   from   progressive   politics.   
  

What   are   some   of   the   best   
ways   you   think   New   York   City   
residents   can   best   participate   
in   civic   life?   

  
Whether   serving   as   president   of   a   block   association,   
organizing   with   parks   groups,   participating   in   school   
committees,   or   opening   the   doors   of   The   Tank   to   community   
organizations,   I’ve   always   been   moved   by   showing   up   --   finding   
the   groups   and   opportunities   that   allow   you   to   connect   with   
neighbors,   turn   strangers   into   friends,   find   common   interests,   
break   bread   or   toast   a   beer   or   share   common   space   in   
playgrounds,   bars,   theaters.   It’s   harder   during   a   pandemic   --   but   
finding   the   ways   to   participate   in   neighborhood   life,   block   life,   
community   life   IS   civil   life.   I   was   inspired   by   Robert   Putnam’s   
Bowling   Alone   18   years   ago   after   September   11th,   and   the   
desire   to   invite   folks   in   to   create   social   capital   remains   
important   to   me   because   I   believe   it’s   essential   for   how   people   
can   participate   in   their   civic   life.     
  

What   is   one   fun   fact   about   you?      
As   a   former   improv   comedian,   I   can   speak   in   extemporaneous   
rhyming   couplets.   
  

Also   I’m   the   father   of   3   littles   ones,   the   latter   two   of   whom   are   
identical   twins,   which   is   its   own   life   adventure.   
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