
 

2021 Comptroller Candidate Questionnaire 

Completed questionnaires will be public documents available on our website, so put your best foot forward. If we ultimately hold an endorsement vote in your race, 
we will circulate your questionnaire to our members before the vote. 

 
Contact with questions: Jessica Thurston, NKD’s VP of Political Affairs, politics@newkingsdemocrats.com 

 
 

Name  

What civic and political organizations are you involved with? Manhattan Community Board 6 
          Environment & Parks Committee 
          Vice-Chair, Budget Committee 
President, Eleanor Roosevelt Democratic Club  
Board Co-Chair, Chhaya Community Development Corporation (leave of 
absence) 
Sakhi for South Asian Women Swarna Fund Scholarship Committee 
Dance/NYC Board member 
League of Women Voters NYC (LWVNYC) 
NOW 
Women Creating Change 
 

Why do you want New Kings Democrats’ endorsement? I believe in good government policies and increasing participation in our 
democracy.  I have tried to push for that as a community board member, 
Democratic Club president and LWVNYC volunteer.  I believe the New Kings 
Democrats is committed to doing the same.    

If elected, what will your top three priorities be while in office? My top three priorities while in office will be to 1)equity, to use the power of 
the City’s purse to push those we do business with and companies we invest 
in to reflect our City, make capital available to MWBE small businesses and 
making financial services accessible to the unbanked in our City 2)fix the 
procurement process to increase accessibility for non-profits and small 
businesses and 3)improve our agency audits such that we collect quantitative 
and qualitative data on an ongoing basis to really asses the impact of each 
program and garner more community input for projects. 

What is one thing you would do to make New York City government more 
transparent, accountable, or inclusive? 

Some of the most important services New York City provides residents is 
done through contracting.  Overhauling the entire procurement process to 
truly enable access for smaller contractors and WMBE’s will make our city 
government more transparent, more accountable, and more inclusive. 



Leaving our contracting process in the hands of a few lobbying firms who help 
candidates get elected is a sure-fire way to ensure that the city overpays 
opaquely for services that could be done better by others who would benefit 
more.  

What would you do as Comptroller to address the racial wealth gap and 
reduce economic inequality in NYC? 

There are many things that need to be done to address the racial wealth gap 
and reduce economic inequality in NYC.  It is access to capital and the 
financial system than can lead the way in doing this.  As Comptroller, I would 
commit to make economically targeted investments in businesses owned by 
people of color, increasing the percentage of pension fund assets allocated to 
emerging mangers, giving more opportunity to MWBE broker dealers to 
senior manage the City’s bond underwritings, and make sure we exceed our 
30% MWBE contracting target.   I would help underbanked New Yorkers by 
promoting digital banking that does not charge fees and makes it possible for 
people to receive government payments and to not be charged high check 
cashing fees.   

What steps can the Comptroller take to prevent the NYPD from exceeding 
their overtime budget, and how else would you hold them accountable?  

As you know the NYPD union is strong and wages are set forth through the 
collective bargaining process.  The Comptroller can highlight the excess 
overtime in the audit process. During the audit, I would ask that we look at 
how often officers are making stops/arrests at the end of their shifts to collect 
overtime.  In 2020, the City paid almost $200 million in arbitration costs 
related to improper policing.  I would try to hold the NYPD accountable by 
seeing if we can dock some portion of the pension for those officers who are 
in violation or by preventing these officers from getting overtime work. In 
addition to body cameras, I think the risk of losing income would cause the 
NYPD to act more cautiously and be more accountable.   

There are opportunities for improving the citywide procurement system. For 
example, the city is failing to pay nonprofit organizations on a timely basis. 
What is a big idea you have for procurement reform? 

This is an issue that is very important to me because of my board leadership 
of Chhaya CDC.  We often must wait over a year for reimbursement for 
essential services we provide to our community on behalf of the City.  One 
contract took 3 years for payment.  It impedes on our ability to budget 
appropriately and make staffing decisions.  My big idea to reform 
procurement is the use of blockchain smart contracts to process City 
contracts.  The use of smart contracts would give transparency to the process 
and make it more efficient for the multiple agencies involved in the 
procurement process to review the contract simultaneously.  It will also make 
it possible to track how money is being spent, who is getting the contracts 
and which communities are being served.  

Some leaders of pension funds are resistant to divestment from fossil fuels. 
How will you work with the funds to address this issue? 

The proposal put forth to the trustees of all five of the City’s pension funds 
was full divestment.  Only 3 of them approved. I would go back to the funds 
with a proposal for more gradual divestment and ask them to take an activist 
role in the fossil fuel companies and encourage the companies to move 
toward more environmentally friendly practices.   



Would you change the way NYC processes tax lien sales for unpaid taxes and 
fees? How? 

Tax lien sales are destabilizing for low and moderate-income homeowners.  I 
have seen first-hand through my work with Chhaya CDC how for some 
families not being able to pay a utility bill can eventually lead to foreclosure. 
Right now, the tax liens are sold to a private trust that charges up to 18% 
interest that compounds daily.  I would move away from the sale of these 
liens to private trusts and utilize community land trusts and land banks 
instead so that residents can remain in their homes and their properties can 
be permanently secured as community assets. 

What will you do to help reach more gender equity in the Comptroller’s office 
and within city government? How would you hold other agencies accountable 
in the same regard? 

The key to more gender equity is electing more women in our City 
government of course!  
Once elected, I would 1) require that we interview an equal number of men 
and women for all positions 2) when reviewing resumes ask that names not 
be visible to overcome an interviewer’s bias and 3) implement workplace 
policies that accommodate the needs the unique needs of women since our 
society is such that we are usually the primary care takers of children and 
elders.  
I would hold other agencies accountable by evaluating gender equity in my 
agency audits.   

As Comptroller, how will you support NYC’s recovery from the COVID-19 
pandemic? 

I will support NYC’s recovery from the COVID-19 pandemic by making sure 
that the over $6 billion on relief money NYC is receiving from the American 
Rescue Plan is spent in a transparent manner and goes first to those 
communities most impacted by the pandemic.  I will look for gaps in the 
funding and see where we need to be allocating City funds and make sure 
that we have a plan to continue supporting programs once the federal funds 
run out.  I would prioritize job training programs for those whose jobs are 
gone forever and new job creation for the over 630,000 people who lost their 
jobs in 2020.   

How much money have you raised for this campaign? What are the major 
sources? 

I have raised $156,000, my major source of funds is friends, family, and Asian 
American community members.   

Are you accepting campaign contributions from law enforcement unions? No.   

Are you accepting campaign contributions from real estate developers? I have not gotten money from any large real estate developers.  One old 
friend who lives in DC gave and her husband is a non-profit real estate 
developer and few friends who are real estate brokers have given to my 
campaign. They are not large donations.   I am struggling to fundraise as 
often is the case for women, immigrants, people of color. Developers have no 
interest in donating to me.   

What endorsements have you received from publications, electeds, 
community leaders, or political organizations? 

Progressive Women of New York, Resilience PAC Resilience Builder 
distinction, Eleanor Roosevelt Democratic Club 

At the last County Committee meeting, the Brooklyn Dems leaders used 
parliamentary tricks to overrule reforms that members voted to adopt. Do you 
support proxy reform and other changes to make the County organizations 

I fully support this effort for proxy reform and other changes to make County 
organizations more democratic and responsive to members.  I am on New 
York County Committee and we have been working for more transparency 



more democratic and responsive to members? and accessibility to improve out County Committee and serve people better.  

Please review NKD’s County Committee Reform Platform 
(https://www.newkingsdemocrats.com/county_committee_reform_2020)
. Do you support these proposed reforms? Are there any that you do not 
support? If so, why not? 

I support these proposed reforms.   

If elected, would you continue or accept any employment outside of your 
Comptroller position? And would you put your investments in a blind trust? 

I would not continue employment outside of the Comptroller position and it is 
not allowed either.  I would put my investments in a blind trust, I am not an 
active investor right now.  

The Comptroller’s office supervises 800 people. What is your leadership 
experience? Have you led an organization that is this large or otherwise 
comparable? 

While I have never managed 800 people, I have been a leader in multiple 
organizations at the same time. Any organization I become involved with I 
naturally end up having a leadership role in.   I have worked in large 
organizations and had to manage many people. 

What is one fun fact about you? I love Bollywood dancing and always the first on the dance floor at a party.   

 

I have reviewed this questionnaire and agree that the responses set forth in this document are accurate: 

Candidate Signature: __

Recoverable Signature

X
Reshma Patel

Signed by: Reshma Patel ___________________________________________   Date: _April 30, 2021_______________ 

You must sign this questionnaire! When complete, please email your signed and scanned questionnaire as a PDF to 
politics@newkingsdemocrats.com 

 
 


