
guidelines for 
Accompaniment

new sanctuary coalition  presents:

RULES & ROLES:
Rules:

NO JUDGEMENT – all humans have a right to move freely, 
LGBTQIA, unaccompanied minors, womyn, men, everyone. It 
is not our job to decide who should come and who should stay 
behind

RESPECT – Who are you respectful toward: your Friends 
always. CBP. Other Immigration Officers or law enforcement. 
Anyone else you encounter at the Border. Why? Because of our 
third and most important rule:

DO NO HARM – If you get in a confrontation with CBP, they 
may not be able to retaliate against you, but they can hurt your 
Friends. They have a lot of power over your Friends.  

Roles: 
SUPPORT – We will be standing in solidarity with our Friends, 
who are leading the fight for our collective liberation.

COMMUNICATION – We will have contacts for accompaniment 
leaders and our Friends’ family members, whom we will keep 
updated on whatever happens, including potential immigration 
detention.

KEEPING THE SYSTEM ACCOUNTABLE – It is your Friends’ 
right to present themselves at the border and request asylum. If 
your team encounters any problems, one of you should be able 
to record with your phone what is happening. Your presence 
alone, without filming, also keeps the system accountable. It is 
much harder to deny anyone their human rights when someone 
is watching.

 To do accompaniments you must be:
•	 A US Citizen--non-citizens can be a part of Pro Se Clinic 
•	 Non-Reactive---look inside, can you be this person? This is 

advocacy without confrontation.  
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the present refugee movement and U.S. response is not 
an isolated incident; it should be viewed in the context 
of our collective history.

In the 1930s, the U.S. and its western allies shut their doors to 
Jewish refugees fleeing Nazi Germany. At a conference held in 
1938 to address the refugee crisis, Canada said that accepting 
“none would be too many;”Australia said that “as we have no 
real racial problems, we are not desirous of importing one.” Jews 
were deemed as undesirable and a supposed threat to take away 
jobs and other resources from Americans. The U.S. even refused 
to accept Jewish children, and turned away ships such as the St. 
Louis, later labeled the “Voyage of the Damned.” Nazi Germany 
was greatly encouraged by such response, noting with pleasure that 
the countries that criticized its treatment of Jews were themselves 
unwilling to open its doors to them.

Like today’s refugees, Jewish refugees were encouraged to come 
through nonexistent “legal channels;” like today, our government 
put every obstacle in their way, preventing 90 percent of visas 
earmarked for such refugees from being issued. Today, no refugee 
visas are designated for Central Americans, and DHS has created 
ridiculous barriers to refugees arriving at points of entry to apply for 
asylum.

Scarily, the true reason for barring immigrants has always been 
racism. A century ago, Jews, Poles, Greeks, Italians, and Slavs 
were considered non-white; in the 1920s, the U.S. Congress called 
Madison Grant, whose book on Nordic racial superiority was 
referred to by Hitler as his “bible,” to influence our immigration 
laws by testifying to the threat posed by southern and eastern 
Europeans.  Non-whites were denied the right to become 
naturalized U.S. citizens until 1952.  In 1954, during the Civil Rights 
movement, our government carried out “Operation Wetback,” 
deporting a million people into the Mexican desert to reinforce the 
concept that “real Americans” were white. The same message was 
sent in using Coast Guard ships to interdict black refugees from 
Haiti in the 1980s, and in the recent “Muslim ban” and the family 
separation policies of the Trump Administration.

what is accompaniment?
You might have accompanied a friend, partner, or family to the 
doctor’s office, airport, school, or an attorney’s appointment. Maybe 
you wanted to be a second set of ears, maybe you were translating, 
or maybe you had a car and could drive them there. Most likely you 
wanted to support, be with, and stand next to them. 

The New Sanctuary Coalition Accompaniment Program is advocacy 
without confrontation.  Though many of us perceive advocacy as 
very loud and physical, accompaniments are often silent and subtle. 
You may start to wonder, am I making a difference even though we 
remain silent and non-violent?  The answer is always: Absolutely 
yes. 

who needs accompaniment?
We refer to anyone who is receiving an accompaniment as a Friend. 

The idea that our Friends or anyone human is illegal is absurd. No 
one is illegal, and the world belongs to no one. Some of the words 
that our Friends hear in the news and from white supremacists are 
alien, criminal, other, stealing our jobs, rapists, illegals. We do not 
adhere to the rhetoric that dehumanizes migrants. 

Why do our Friends need accompaniment?
What will our Friends encounter when they get to the border?  
Armed forces, armed white supremacist militias, Customs and 
Border Patrol refusing to process people in a timely manner 
as they turn themselves to the authorities in order to apply for 
asylum. As of right now, CBP only processes 20 people a day 
at the San Ysidro crossing. There are thousands coming to the 
border. That means thousands of men, women, children—many 
of them elderly, in need of medical assistance, or vulnerable 
for persecution because of their sexuality or gender identity—
sleeping outside and being displaced for months. 

We are all members of one community and work in solidarity 
with each other in the service of our shared liberation. When we 
accompany our Friend, we support them, but also bear witness. 
Therefore, every time we do an accompaniment, we embody 
advocacy.


