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Topic

Videos should appeal to a general audience and convey the specific experience of 
the speaker, rather than broad definitions or arguments for the humanities. They 
should be between one and three minutes in length. Videos should not require 
significant planning, rather they should be conducted interview-style. We have 
provided a series of sample questions to guide you.

producTion

You can do more or less production work depending on your organization’s 
technical resources and ability. Those with greater ability and resources may 
wish to heavily edit the raw footage and integrate still images, music, and titles 
into the video. Those with fewer resources can simply isolate the most compelling 
minute as the completed video and convey context through the video caption.

SeTTing

Use a comfortable location with adequate natural light that is not coming from 
behind the speaker.

Video formaTS 

We recommend that you record in High Definition 1080i or 1080p, edit to 1080 
Apple ProRes 422 (HQ) and publish to the web 1080i mp4 using the H.264 codec.

publiShing

You will have the potential to reach a large audience by publishing your videos 
through the most popular social media channels, such as YouTube and Facebook, 
as well as on your own Web site. The National Humanities Alliance YouTube 
channel will serve as a clearinghouse for select videos.

Call for Videos Demonstrating the Value of the Humanities
THE NATIONAL HUMANITIES ALLIANCE is pleased to issue this call to produce short videos offering 
first-person testimonials that bring the voices of those engaged in the humanities to a broad audience through 
social media. Those who are engaged in humanities research, teaching, preservation, and programming can be 
extremely effective at conveying the richness, impact, and overall value of the humanities simply by describing 
their work or their experience in concrete terms. By producing and disseminating short videos of your students, 
teachers, researchers, archivists, alumni, docents, program producers, participants, and audience members, you 
can highlight the importance of your organization’s work and promote the humanities.

Who you should intervieW 

■  students (undergraduate,
graduate, and secondary)

■ teachers

■ researchers

■ archivists

■ alumni

■  producers of public programs

■  public program participants
and audience members

■ volunteers and docents

do you already have videos? 

If you have already produced  
videos, please let us know about 
them by sending an e-mail to  
emosley@nhalliance.org.

examples

Visit the National Humanities 
Alliance YouTube channel for  
a playlist of examples.
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Sample Questions for Videos Demonstrating the Value of the Humanites

It is not necessary to ask the recommended questions in order, or to ask all of them. They are, instead, meant to 
guide the interview. After you ask a question, give the interviewee time to think and respond, and don’t be afraid 
of periods of silence. Longer answers may cover multiple questions. Toward the end of the interview, review the 
questions to make sure that the interviewee’s answers have covered them all.

STudenTS

What is your name, major, and school? 
Where are you from?
How did you come to study (your major)?
What do you enjoy most about (your major)?
Is there a professor, class, book, or experience that has had a great impact on you?
Have you had experiences outside of the classroom that have been particularly important to you?
How have your experiences changed the way you think?
What do you want to do after graduation?
What role do you hope to be doing in ten years?
What is your advice for incoming students?

reSearcherS

What is your name, title, and area of expertise? 
How did you come to study your subject?
What questions are you trying to answer?
Why are these questions important?
How do you conduct your research?
What collections are particularly important to your work? Please describe them.
What item or discovery do you find most interesting?
What do you hope the impact of your work will be?

TeacherS

What is your name, title, and area of expertise?
How did you come to study your subject?
How do you connect with your students?
How do you bring your research interests into the classroom?
What is a specific occasion when you have seen students changed by a discussion or project?
What do you hope that they will get out of your classes?
What inspired you to become a teacher?
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Sample Questions for Videos Demonstrating the Value of the Humanites

archiViSTS

What is your name, title, and area of expertise?
How did you come to be an archivist?
Why are archives important?
Describe particular collections or items that have special meaning to you.
What challenges do you face in preserving items?
What challenges do you face in making items and collections accessible?
Who is most interested in your collections?
Why should others care about them?

alumni

What is your name and what do you do?
What is your experience with the humanities?
How did you come to study (your major)?
What did you enjoy most about your classes?
What professor, class, book, or experience has had a great impact on you?
What impact has your humanities education had on your career?
What impact has your humanities education had on your life?
What advice would you give students who are deciding what to study?

program producerS 

What is your name and title? 
What organization do you work for?
What are some examples of programs that you have produced?
What is the audience for these programs?
Can you describe a program that had a particularly great impact?
How did it impact the audience?
How did it impact the participants?
Why does it matter?

public program parTicipanTS/audience memberS

What is your name and where are you from?
Please describe the program that you attended.
Why did you attend?
What impact did the program have on you?
Why does this program matter?

docenTS/VolunTeerS

What is your name?
Why did you choose to work at your organization?
What is your role?
What do you find most satisfying about your role?
What experience has been the most meaningful to you?


