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Talking Points for May 22, 2018 

The NJ 11 District Needs Leadership on Immigration, Now 

Despite the support of most Americans, it has been nearly a year of broken promises 

for the nearly 700,000 Dreamers. Now a bipartisan group is trying to bring legislation 

up for a vote. Will Rep. Rodney Frelinghuysen stand with moderates to demand a vote? 

• Last summer, President Trump arbitrarily ended the Deffered Action for 

Childhood Arrivals (DACA) program protections for Dreamers, effective March 

5. Dreamers, including 22,000 in N.J., will then face deportation to lands they 

know little about. 

• Despite explicit promises by Speaker Paul Ryan 

and Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnel, 

Republican leaders have refused to bring 

immigration legislation up for a vote. 

• Now, 20 Republicans have signed a “discharge 

petition” to force an immigration vote. If just five more House Republicans join 

all House Democrats, GOP leadership won’t be able to avoid a vote.   

• The petition will force a debate and votes on four immigration bills, including a 

bipartisan bill that would offer a path to citizenship for hundreds of thousands of 

immigrants who were brought into the country without authorization as children. 

• Who are these courageous Republicans? Among New Jersey’s five House 

Republicans only Leonard Lance has signed the petition. Raising the question 

(again): Where is Rodney?  

• Frelinghuysen has talked like a moderate Republican when he urged Congress to 

protect Dreamers. But he acted like a conservative Republican when he supported 

Trump’s decision to end DACA.  

• Poll after poll shows the vast majority of Americans believe Dreamers should be 

protected. Republicans who listen to their constituents (not Frelinghuysen) are 

feeling the heat. As CNN noted: eight in every 10 Americans back DACA and 

these supporters hold Trump and Republicans responsible for not extending the 

program. 

• So far, federal courts have prevented the Trump administration from completely 

unraveling DACA, but it remains unclear for how long. The Justice Department 

hopes the Supreme Court will side with the administration and end DACA. 

• Meanwhile, more DACA recipients lose protections with each passing day. As 

Rep. Luis Gutiérez (D-IL) has reminded Congress:  
 

Every day we delay passage of the DREAM Act, another 122 DACA 

recipients lose their status. They go from being documented to being 

undocumented, and their worlds are turned upside down. And it is not just 

their lives, but also the lives of American citizens who love them, who 

employ them, who rely on them.  

Tell Rep. Frelinghuysen: 

Sign the Discharge Petition 

and bring an immigration 

bill up for a vote.    

http://thehill.com/homenews/house/387980-two-more-republicans-back-immigration-discharge-petition
http://thehill.com/homenews/house/387980-two-more-republicans-back-immigration-discharge-petition
http://clerk.house.gov/115/lrc/pd/petitions/DisPet0010.xml
http://thehill.com/blogs/blog-briefing-room/news/369487-poll-nearly-nine-in-10-favor-allowing-daca-recipients-to-stay
https://www.cnn.com/2018/02/28/politics/cnn-poll-immigration-daca-trump/index.html

