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Talking Points for February 20, 2018 

Time is Running Out: We Must Secure U.S. Elections Now 

American elections are under attack. With a grand jury’s recent indictment of 13 

Russians and three companies, we now know foreign powers are trying to sow “discord 

in the United States and undermine public confidence in democracy.” It’s time for state 

and federal officials to ensure U.S. elections remain free, fair and secure. 

• Here’s what we know: According to the indictment, Russian agents began as early 

as 2014 to influence U.S. elections by exploiting social media, stealing identities, 

committing wire fraud, and attempting to boost the candidacies of Donald Trump 

and Bernie Sanders while hurting Hillary Clinton. We also know attempts were 

made to hack state election systems and the Clinton campaign’s emails. 

• It is impossible to secure future elections if we do not 

know what happened in 2016. Yet, the Mueller 

investigation remains under attack from President 

Trump and many Republicans. Trump, repeatedly 

calling the investigation a “witch hunt,” has tried to 

undermine it for months. And we recently learned he 

sought Mueller’s ouster last June. 

• A Washington Post editorial, calling for a bipartisan bill 

to protect Mueller, said the investigation “concerns the election-year attack on 

the United States by a hostile foreign power — and any assistance rendered by 

complicit Americans.” 

• Even now, New Jersey elections remains vulnerable to hacking. It is one of just 

five states without a paper back up for ballots. Another eight states have a 

combination of paperless and paper trail voting machines. 

• The Paper Act, HR 3751 in the House and the Secure Elections Act, S.2261in the 

Senate. These bills would solidify defenses against cyber intrusions by providing 

voting equipment based on an auditable paper ballot and provide election integrity 

improvement grants to fund needed system and security updates. The bills would: 

o make states that follow the U.S. Election Assistance Commission 

guidelines  eligible to receive federal funds for needed system and security 

updates,. 

o require voting machines to pair votes cast electronically with a voter 

marked paper ballot, and provide transparency and allow for quick 

discovery of electronic counters that have been compromised. 

• These bills have bipartisan support of Republicans and Democrats, and even 

noted conservative Grover Norquist, of Americans for Tax Reform.  

Tell state and federal 

representatives: We 

must secure N.J. 

elections from outside 

interference before 

this fall’s election. 
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