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Talking Points for February 20, 2018 

Engaged Voters Can Bring Common Sense Back to the 2nd Amendment 

The legal interpretation of the Second Amendment has changed radically since 2008 

and the death toll from mass shootings has spiraled out of control. It’s time for voters 

to let their senators and representatives know that the Second Amendment concerns 

state militias and not individual ability to carry concealed guns and weapons of mass 

destruction.  

• The Second Amendment, part of the Bill of Rights, is awkward and poorly 

worded. Still, for over 200 years federal courts and legal scholars all agreed on its 

meaning: It limited the ability of the federal government to control state militias. 

Author Michael Waldman wrote, “Twelve congressmen joined the debate. None 

mentioned a private right to bear arms for self-defense, hunting, or for any 

purpose other than joining the militia.” 

• Beginning in the 1970s a group of 

conservatives organized a take-over of the 

National Rifle Association, a hunting 

enthusiast club. Using rising urban crime 

rates as an excuse, conservatives used the 

NRA to offer a radical new interpretation of 

the Second Amendment—one that no court 

had ever accepted—that it concerned the individual rights of gun owners and had 

nothing to do with state militias. 

• To change the meaning of the Second Amendment, the NRA and conservatives 

supported legislation on the state level and candidates for local, state and federal 

judgeships that agreed with them.   

• Then, everything changed in 2008. In District of Columbia v. Heller, the Supreme 

Court for the first time argued that the Second Amendment guarantees an 

individual’s right to possess a gun. That was only 10 years ago. 

• Why does this matter? Because most gun owners now believe this 

interpretation and they vote. According to the Pew Center, gun owners are more 

likely than non-gun owners to have ever contacted a public official to express 

their opinion on gun policy: 21% say they have done this, compared with 12% of 

non-gun owners. And those who think gun laws should be less strict are more 

likely to contact public officials on the issue (22% have ever done so), compared 

with those who think gun laws should be stricter (15%).  

• Yes, Congress listens when engaged constituents talk. Just ask Rep. Rodney 

Frelinghuysen. The problem is that the pro-individual gun rights voices are the 

loudest on the issue and they keep redefining and expanding the Second 

Amendment into territory the Founders never could have imagined and certainly 

didn’t consider. According to these radicals, this now includes the right to bear 

Know the 2nd Amendment: 

A well-regulated militia being 

necessary to the security of a 

free State, the right of the 

people to keep and bear arms 

shall not be infringed.” 
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large ammunition clips, assault-style weapons, bump stocks that convert rifles 

into machine guns, silencers and to carry concealed weapons across state lines. 

• The implication are scary: 96 Americans are killed with a gun every day; 50 

women are murdered by an intimate partner every month; and there are 13,000 

homicides, about 22,000 suicides by gun every year. Although Black Americans 

are just 14% of the U.S. population, they are victim in more than half of all gun 

homicides. The deeper you dig the worse the numbers get. 

• Most Americans agree that there is room for sensible gun control. According to 

Pew Center, while 70% of Americans believe that most or some types of guns 

should be legally available for sale in the U.S., just 20% say almost all types of 

guns should be legally available.  

• New Jerseyans also support sensible gun policies. According to a September 2017 

Quinnipiac poll, 57% of New Jerseyans support stricter gun laws vs. 38% who 

don’t. If more people carried guns, 63% say New Jersey would be less safe and 

only 28% of New Jerseyans say the state would be safer with more armed people. 

• Gun violence is not unique to the U.S., but the scale of gun death is. Other 

countries have found strict gun safety measures successfully limit both homicides 

and suicides. (Chart courtesy Mother Jones) 

•  
It does not have to be this way.  

o Tell state and federal representatives that you demand sensible gun control 

reforms and to support only judges who do as well;  

o Ask candidates about their positions on gun control and demand 

specifics; 

o Vote in every primary and election and when your candidate wins, let 

them know what you expect from them.  
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