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Talking Points for March 6, 2018 

Countering NRA/Republican Talking Points on Gun Safety  

After each mass shooting, the NRA and it Republican allies in Congress and the White 

House follow the same script. They trot out the same misleading and demeaning 

arguments to stall and block and gun safety measures. Here is a guide to counter these 

stall tactics and arguments point by point.   

• Gun proponents follow shootings by offering “thoughts and prayers.”  

o Counter: It’s an insincere – and insulting – stall. On the rare occasion 

when they propose real action, they 

delay action until the proposal dies. 

Remember last year when the NRA 

agreed on banning bump stocks, which 

enable a semiautomatic rifle to fire like a 

machine gun? It’s been stalled to death.  

• They claim after each mass shooting it’s too 

soon to discuss gun control?  

o Counter: They never say, “OK, now is 

time” – because there’s never a good 

time for them. 

• The NRA and its Republican allies confine the 

public discussion to one issue, like mass 

shootings or the mentally ill.  

o Counter: Mass shootings account for 

1.5% of gun homicides, or about one to 

two a day. This debate tactic ignores the 

other 90 daily homicides.  

o Counter: Overall, mass shootings by people with serious mental illness 

represent 1% of all gun homicides each year. They represent just 22% of 

mass shooters. 

o Counter: The first gun bill Congress passed and President Trump signed 

into law  made it easier for 75,000 people with mental illness to purchase 

guns. 

o Counter: Last month, Trump proposed cuts to healthcare that would make 

it harder for the federal government to intervene with “red flag” 

individuals like the Parkland, Fla., school shooter.  

o Counter: Trump is also trying to make it more difficult for people with 

mental health issues to get help. He proposed cutting spending $665 

million from the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Administration. And 

the National Institute of Mental Health would see a 30% funding cut – 

about $500 million dollar – in 2019. 

How Dangerous Are 

Guns? 

• Shootings are the third 

leading cause of death for 

children (0-17 years old) 

in the U.S. 

• Nearly four children are 

shot and killed each day.  

• The NRA and like-

minded Republican 

lawmakers see the 

nation’s 35,000 annual 

gun homicides – 

including 1,300 children – 

as an acceptable price.  

https://www.vox.com/policy-and-politics/2015/12/3/9844470/mass-shootings-gun-violence
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/02/16/us/politics/fact-check-parkland-gun-violence-mental-illness.html
https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/donald-trump/trump-signs-bill-revoking-obama-era-gun-checks-people-mental-n727221
https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/donald-trump/trump-signs-bill-revoking-obama-era-gun-checks-people-mental-n727221
http://www.newsweek.com/guns-kids-third-leading-cause-death-627209
http://www.newsweek.com/guns-kids-third-leading-cause-death-627209
http://pediatrics.aappublications.org/content/early/2017/06/15/peds.2016-3486
http://pediatrics.aappublications.org/content/early/2017/06/15/peds.2016-3486
http://pediatrics.aappublications.org/content/early/2017/06/15/peds.2016-3486
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• Arming teachers would deter mass shootings or at least reduce the number of 

killed students and teachers to a more acceptable level. 

o Counter: Armed teachers wouldn’t have stopped even one of the 22,000 

annual suicides – or saved any lives in the Aurora, Sutherland Springs, 

San Bernardino, Orlando, Las Vegas, or scores of other mass shootings.  

o Counter: Study after study suggests educators aren’t interested in having 

guns in class. And there’s no evidence that having guns in schools 

increases student safety. 

o Counter: A cross-national study of weapons in schools found when there 

are more weapons in class, whether in the U.S., Portugal or Israel, there 

are more hospitalizations and more medical treatment.   

o Counter: Teachers aren’t soldiers – the vast majority lack the training and 

legal standing to make split-second, life-or-death decisions about using 

deadly force. Even in New York City, trained  police officers hit their 

targets one time in six during gunfights.  

• Gun control doesn’t work. You go to a city like Chicago, with some of the nation’s 

toughest gun laws, and yet they have the worst gun violence. 

o Counter: Of the city’s two most cited gun safety measures – a handgun 

registry and a handgun ban – one was repealed while the courts struck 

down the other since 2010. Chicago’s homicide rate is actually 18th 

highest – one third of New Orleans’s rate, the nation’s highest. 

o Counter: The states with the most lax gun laws also have the highest gun 

homicide rates highest gun homicide rates, reports the Law Center to 

Prevent Gun Violence.  

• Law-abiding citizens should have the right to buy assault rifles, a right they claim 

is guaranteed by the U.S. Supreme Court.  

o Counter: In District of Columbia v. Heller in 2008, the Supreme Court 

held, for the first time, that the Second Amendment protects a person’s 

right to own a firearm for purely personal reasons. However, the late 

Justice Antonin Scalia, who wrote the majority opinion, suggested there 

would be no constitutional problem with banning the possession of 

“dangerous and unusual” firearms, like assault rifles.  

• “Guns don’t kill people. People kill people.” 

o Counter: People with guns kill people. You can’t separate the two. This 

argument assumes the rest of us are just plain stupid. 

o Counter: Every advanced nation with strict gun control laws have gun 

much lower homicide rates than in the U.S. (See charts below.) 

  

http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/10668926.2015.1124813?journalCode=ucjc20
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/23089903
http://pediatrics.aappublications.org/content/116/6/e855
https://www.myajc.com/blog/get-schooled/gunfights-trained-officers-have-percent-hit-rate-yet-want-arm-teachers/mDBlhDtV6Na4wJVpeu58cM/
https://www.thetrace.org/2016/10/chicago-gun-violence-per-capita-rate/
https://www.thetrace.org/2016/10/chicago-gun-violence-per-capita-rate/
http://lawcenter.giffords.org/scorecard2016/#analysis
https://www.law.cornell.edu/supct/html/07-290.ZS.html
https://www.cnn.com/2018/03/02/opinions/banning-assault-rifles-would-be-constitutional-pate/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2018/03/02/opinions/banning-assault-rifles-would-be-constitutional-pate/index.html
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The first chart below, demonstrates how the U.S. has dramatically more guns – and gun 

deaths – than all other wealthy nations. The second chart shows it’s not because the U.S. 

has more crime. The U.S. crime rate is actually just below that of most peer nations. 

 
 

 
  

https://web.archive.org/web/20170206100059/http:/tewksburylab.org/blog/2012/12/gun-violence-and-gun-ownership-lets-look-at-the-data/
https://www.vox.com/policy-and-politics/2017/11/9/16618472/mental-illness-gun-homicide-mass-shootings

