
21 weeks till 
Election Day 

 
 

Paid for by NJ 11th for Change (www.nj11thforchange.org) and not authorized by any candidate or candidate’s committee. 

Contact us at: NJ 11th for Change  P.O. Box 43120  Upper Montclair, NJ 07043 

Talking Points for June 12, 2018 

 

True to its Evolving Strategy, NJ 11th for Change Set to Engage the Electorate  

Or: How to answer Grandma’s question: ‘What’s that cockamamie group you’re working with?!’ 

(Hint: It’s the grassroots group that’s changing the political landscape as it roars toward the 2018 

midterm election!) 

What is NJ 11th for Change? 

• It is a grassroots unaffiliated organization dedicated to advocating for all people of NJ’s 11th 

Congressional District. We promote political transparency by monitoring our congressional 

candidates’ and representatives’ positions and voting record – and demanding public 

accountability.  

• The philosophy of NJ 11th is rooted in the belief that an informed and engaged community can 

help shape our political representation to reflect values of fairness, compassion, inclusivity and a 

decent quality of life. We are committed to advancing common sense policies that benefit 

everyone.  

• In the political arena, political parties mainly seek to consolidate their power; campaigns mainly 

seek to get their candidates elected; in contrast, NJ 11th for Change remains independent to 

advocate for the people first and foremost, as we work together toward our common goals. 

As NJ 11th is unaffiliated with any political party, what was its role before the primary? 

• In line with its mission to promote political transparency and foster communication, NJ 11th 

volunteers shared information, encouraged discussion, and promoted voter engagement.  

• NJ 11th hosted public forums with candidates from both parties; created Primary Primers 

highlighting candidate positions; posted blogs and talking points on key issues; and touched 

almost 33,500 people through canvassing, phone calls, postcards, speaker events, and interactions 

at fairs, farmer’s markets, parades and ballfields. Volunteers helped educate their neighbors and 

get them to vote. 

• NJ 11th helped drive up voter turnout in last week’s primaries, with Democratic turnout reaching 

45,052– a 400% jump over the 2014 tally. Republican turnout rose to 40,869 – up 74%.  

What will NJ 11th do now that the primary is over? 

• The NJ 11th Board of Directors has a clear, practical process to determine if any candidate 

embodies our values of transparency, accountability, and responsiveness and should get our 

endorsement. Committee heads and Town Teams leads – with member input – will score the two 

major party district candidates. Results will be announced later this week. We will then map out 

our next steps. 

• NJ 11th members will also seek leadership roles in many of the 54 towns and 4 counties that make 

up the congressional district: 25 are running for local/county government offices (such as mayor 

and freeholder), and more than 50 are running for their county party committees and district 

leader positions. 

How will NJ 11th for Change impact the 2018 election? 

• True to our mission, we will pour tons of energy into informing voters and getting them engaged. 

We will promote our endorsed candidates to our neighbors – and turn out the vote on Election 

Day! 

• Through these efforts, the volunteers who joined together to become that phenomenon called “NJ 

11th for Change” can embody this quote from Barak Obama: “We Are the Change that We Seek.”      

(Thanks, Pres. Obama) 
 


