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April 3, 2018 Talking Points (31 Weeks Until Election Day) 

Stop the Attacks on the Census and Ensure an Accurate Count  

Every 10 years the census attempts to determine the total number of all people living in the U.S. The 

results are used to determine how many Congressional districts each state gets and federal funding for 

many programs. The count’s accuracy may be in doubt if the U.S. Census Bureau follows through on 

its plan to ask respondents which family members are U.S. citizens for the 2020 count. The question is 

likely to cause many responders — citizens and noncitizen alike— to avoid answering the census 

altogether. When the count is not accurate, we all lose. 

• The Census is enshrined in the Constitution (Article 1, Section 2), which mandates “actual 

enumeration” of all people. “The Census, at its core, is the key to democracy. If the Constitution 

gives power to the people, then the Census is the main mechanism to measure that power,” wrote 

Atlantic writer Vann Newkirk II.  

• Noncitizens and nonvoters are important too. As Supreme 

Court Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg has argued, 

“Nonvoters have an important stake in many policy 

debates … By ensuring that each representative is subject 

to requests and suggestions from the same number of 

constituents, total population apportionment promotes 

equitable and effective representation.” 

• The total population count – including both citizens and 

noncitizens – is used to apportion the 435 seats in the 

House of Representatives to the states. Faster growing 

states receive additional seats and slower growing states lose seats (all states get at least 1 seat).  

• The Census Bureau already collects citizenship data in the annual American Community Survey.  

• Before 2000, the census had two forms. While most people answered the short form, 1 in 6 

answered a longer form, which included a citizenship question. The citizenship question had not 

been part of the short form since 1950, because of its potential to lower response rate. 

• The Census Bureau has run focus groups and trial runs. It knows many are worried about sharing 

data with the government in the census. As one worried respondent said, “the census could give 

my information to internal security and immigration, and immigration could come and arrest me.”  

• How could this impact our district? Potentially a lot. Of our district’s more than 733,000 people, 

18% are foreign born (the U.S. average is 13%). About 33,000 in N.J. District 11 do not have legal 

status. New Jersey has the fifth highest number of noncitizens. 

• States like New Jersey, New York, California, Illinois, and Texas could all lose seats because of 

this change – it’s no coincidence that this Republican effort would cost states that are heavily 

Democratic to lose representation in Congress. 

• The 2020 version of gerrymandering may be using citizenship data collected by the census to 

redistrict within a state based on citizenship not population. This would increase representation for 

conservative rural areas with fewer immigrants while decreasing representation for liberal urban 

and suburban areas with more immigrants.  

Tell Rep. Frelinghuysen to: 

Support the 2020 Census 

Accountability Act, which 

would review all census 

questions and their impact on 

response rates, the accuracy 

of the census, redistricting, 

costs and funding distribution, 

and for other purposes. 

https://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2018/03/the-weaponized-census/556592/
https://www.supremecourt.gov/opinions/15pdf/14-940_ed9g.pdf
https://www.vox.com/policy-and-politics/2018/3/28/17168048/census-citizenship-2020-immigrants-count-trump-lawsuit
https://www2.census.gov/cac/nac/meetings/2017-11/Meyers-NAC-Confidentiality-Presentation.pdf
https://www.census.gov/mycd/?st=34&cd=11
http://www.pewhispanic.org/interactives/unauthorized-immigrants/
http://www.pewhispanic.org/interactives/unauthorized-immigrants/
https://www.cnn.com/2018/03/27/politics/blue-states-lose-citizenship-question-census/index.html
https://fivethirtyeight.com/features/there-is-more-at-stake-in-the-censuss-citizenship-question-than-response-rates/
https://fivethirtyeight.com/features/there-is-more-at-stake-in-the-censuss-citizenship-question-than-response-rates/

