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Talking Points for May 15, 2018 

GOP Turns Farm Bill into Harm Bill for America’s most vulnerable 

The House is set to vote this week on a farm bill that would cut over $20 billion from 

SNAP (Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program), also known as food stamps, 

affecting about 2 million of America’s most vulnerable people.  

• In the Farm bill, House Republicans proposed tougher work requirements on able-

bodied adult SNAP recipients without dependents. 

• The Congressional Budget Office estimates these 

work requirements would end up denying or 

reducing nutritional aid to about 2 million people 

including many families with children. 

• SNAP helps 40 million people – mostly families 

with kids, the elderly, people with disabilities and essential family caregivers. 

• SNAP also helps workers, many of whom work in unstable jobs, both to 

supplement low wages and support them when they are between jobs. Those laid 

off could lose their SNAP benefits when they need them most. 

• Nearly 7,200 families in N.J. District 11 receive food stamps, reports the U.S. 

Department of Agriculture, which oversees the program. Of these families, 85% 

had at least one family member who worked in the past year.  

• This is the same Congress that just gave the richest 1% of households in America 

a huge tax break of over $48,000 per millionaire. 

• Last year, SNAP monthly benefits averaged $125 per recipient.  

• Many people rely on SNAP because their corporate employers – which just got 

huge tax breaks – don’t pay them enough to feed their families. For example: 

o Walmart accounted for $13.5 billion out of $76 billion in food stamp sales in 

2013 because it pays its workers such low wages. In other words, taxpayers 

are giving Walmart corporate welfare to subsidize its low pay. 

o Walmart's 10-year tax cut alone could cover the entire $20 billion in cuts. 

• There’s strong evidence that children in low-income families that receive food 

stamps become more productive and healthier adults, meaning the program is 

actually good for long-term economic growth. 

• Consistent evidence shows SNAP leads to a drop in food insecurity – meaning 

recipients are better able to weather tough economic times, like a job loss.   

Trump threatened to veto the farm bill without the proposed work requirements, 

prompting New York Times columnist Paul Krugman to write:  

“There’s something fundamentally obscene about this spectacle. Here we have a 

man who inherited great wealth, then built a business career largely around 

duping the gullible – whether they were naïve investors in his business ventures 

left holding the bag when those ventures went bankrupt, or students who wasted 

time and money on worthless degrees from Trump University.” 

Tell Rep. Frelinghuysen: 

Oppose to oppose the Farm 

Bill – the GOP’s latest 

attack on working families.    

https://www.cbpp.org/blog/6-takeaways-from-cbo-estimate-of-house-agriculture-committee-snap-proposals
https://www.cbpp.org/research/food-assistance/most-working-age-snap-participants-work-but-often-in-unstable-jobs
https://fns-prod.azureedge.net/sites/default/files/ops/NewJersey_11.pdf
http://org2.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=UXvN3llzZQMXSkuND3ogb6Vshab40xy2
https://www.cbpp.org/research/policy-basics-introduction-to-the-supplemental-nutrition-assistance-program-snap
https://www.forbes.com/sites/clareoconnor/2014/04/15/report-walmart-workers-cost-taxpayers-6-2-billion-in-public-assistance/#6e18aef3720b
https://www.aeaweb.org/articles?id=10.1257/aer.20130375
http://econofact.org/snap-nutrition-aid-can-provide-long-term-benefits
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/05/10/opinion/trump-food-stamps-agriculture.html?action=click&pgtype=Homepage&clickSource=story-heading&module=opinion-c-col-left-region&region=opinion-c-col-left-region&WT.nav=opinion-c-col-left-region
https://www.nytimes.com/2016/06/12/nyregion/donald-trump-atlantic-city.html

