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Talking Points for June 26, 2018 

Shame Forces Trump to Change Child Abductions to Family Detention  

President Trump’s executive order to stop abducting immigrant children from their 

parents is a short-term solution that he may soon reverse or simply not implement. It 

does nothing to reunite 2,300 caged immigrant children with their parents. Meanwhile, 

Trump resumed his immigrant attacks, which have been broadly criticized. 

In the face of relentless condemnations from Democrats and Republicans, religious and 

international leaders, and even all living first ladies – including Trump’s own wife – he 

moved to end a crisis of his own making by signing the executive order. 

Zero Tolerance is Not the Answer 

Trump’s new executive order is an admission that his administration’s arguments were 

completely dishonest – and it exemplifies how Trump likes to make big bold 

announcements without planning for their implementation. The result is chaos. 

• Trump’s “zero tolerance” approach will continue, meaning any adult caught 

crossing the border will be prosecuted. Families will now be detained together 

pending trial, perhaps indefinitely because of the shortage of immigration judges.  

• The executive order fails on several levels. First, it still allows the indefinite 

detention of children, even if they’re together with their parents.  

• Based on the executive order, administration lawyers Thursday asked a Federal 

District Court judge to modify a 1997 court ruling to allow the indefinite 

detention of families. The current legal limit is 20 days. 

• The order fails to provide for reuniting parents with their 2,300 interned children 

– including infants and toddlers – spread across the country. The administration, 

which never had a plan reunite them, is now struggling to create one.  

• Attorneys and former U.S. officials have begun discussing the possibility of 

“permanent separations” because of bureaucratic errors and some interned 

toddlers might not have been able to give officials their parents’ complete names. 

• Adding to the chaos, the administration Thursday asked the Pentagon to prepare 

to house up to 20,000 unaccompanied migrant children on military bases. 

There was no mention of accommodating their parents. 

Zero Tolerance is Expensive and Ineffective 

• The Government Accountability Office found detention is far more costly than 

electronic supervision methods, which Trump dismisses as “catch and release.”  

• These alternatives are also more effective than detention. ICE reports 99.8% of 

participants enrolled in detention alternatives, such as wearing electronic ankle 

monitors, successfully make it to immigration court.  

• Electronic ankle monitors worked on another Trump campaign manager, Paul 

Manafort. A U.S. district judge sent Manafort to jail last week after he broke 

parole, as he faces trial in July for foreign lobbying charges.  

https://www.npr.org/2018/06/19/621349853/first-ladies-unite-against-separating-children-at-border
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/powerpost/paloma/daily-202/2018/06/21/daily-202-trump-lost-a-battle-on-family-separations-but-his-immigration-war-continues/5b2af7df30fb046c468e6f1e/?utm_term=.b26e13f3f3a8
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2018/06/21/us/where-are-the-border-children.html?hp&action=click&pgtype=Homepage&clickSource=story-heading&module=a-lede-package-region&region=top-news&WT.nav=top-news
http://thehill.com/latino/393019-former-ice-director-warns-of-permanent-separations-you-could-be-creating-thousands-of
https://www.npr.org/2018/06/20/621726953/update-on-immigration-and-family-separations
https://www.cnn.com/2018/06/15/politics/judge-sends-paul-manafort-to-jail-pending-trial/index.html
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An Uncompromising Compromise Bill 

The House expects to vote next week on a GOP “compromise” immigration bill. But it’s 

not much of a compromise since it was crafted without Democratic input.  

• The bill is anti-family as it would perpetuate child detention, limit family-based 

immigration, and toughen rules for asylum seekers. 

• It also proposes $25 billion dollars for Trump’s promised – but astonishingly 

wasteful – wall along the Mexican border. 

Lies and Lost Credibility 

The Trump administration has lost any credibility on family separation as it’s changed its 

family separation story at least 14 times.  

• As Washington Post columnist JM Rieger wrote, “First it was a deterrent. Then it 

wasn’t. It was a new Justice Department policy. Then it wasn’t. The Trump 

administration was simply following the law. Then it said separations weren’t 

required by law. It could not be reversed by executive order. Then it was.” 

A Mocking “Womp Womp” 

After signing his executive order, Trump resumed railing against undocumented 

immigrants, branding many as “murderers and thieves” who want to “infest our country.”  

• “Stoking racial tensions is a feature of Trump’s presidency,” wrote The 

Washington Post’s Phil Rucker. “Echoing the words and images of the white 

nationalist movement to dehumanize immigrants and inflame racial tensions has 

become a defining feature of Donald Trump’s presidency and of the Republican 

Party’s brand.” 

• Attorney General Jeff Sessions even quoted a Bible passage, Romans 13, – once 

commonly used to defend slavery – to rationalize separating immigrant families.  

• His former campaign manager, Corey Lewandowski, captured GOP callousness 

when he quipped “womp womp” to mock a 10-year-old girl with Down syndrome 

who was reportedly separated from her mother after crossing the border illegally. 

Mischaracterizations and Misunderstandings  

Trump has aggravated the crisis by blaming Democrats, calling immigrants “animals,” 

and inflating the immigrant crisis.  

•  Trump’s endless efforts to vilify immigrants have succeeded in distorted their 

presence and impact in the U.S. A recent multination study shows Americans 

believe immigrants represent about 35% – more than a third – of the nation’s 

population. However, they actually account for about 14%.  

• The same study also shows Americans believe 26% of immigrants receive 

government aid – wildly higher than the actual 4%.  

Trump and GOP Prefer Crisis to Compromise 

• Republicans would rather rule than govern. They refuse to compromise with 

Democrats on bills on major issues, allowing problems like immigration to fester. 

 

http://thehill.com/homenews/house/393476-pelosi-gop-immigration-bill-is-a-compromise-with-the-devil
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/powerpost/paloma/daily-202/2018/06/21/daily-202-trump-lost-a-battle-on-family-separations-but-his-immigration-war-continues/5b2af7df30fb046c468e6f1e/?utm_term=.b26e13f3f3a8
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/the-fix/wp/2018/06/20/the-trump-administration-changed-its-story-on-family-separation-no-fewer-than-14-times-before-ending-the-policy/?noredirect=on&utm_term=.1784473b1bf1
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/06/20/us/politics/trump-language-immigration.html?action=click&module=MoreInSection&pgtype=Article&region=Footer&contentCollection=Politics
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/06/18/us/politics/trump-immigration-germany-merkel.html
https://twitter.com/realDonaldTrump/status/1009071403918864385?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cnn.com%2F2018%2F06%2F19%2Fpolitics%2Ftrump-illegal-immigrants-infest%2Findex.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/a-blowtorch-to-the-tinder-stoking-racial-tensions-is-a-feature-of-trumps-presidency/2018/06/20/e95e71dc-73d9-11e8-805c-4b67019fcfe4_story.html?utm_term=.21bacc2fe513
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/acts-of-faith/wp/2018/06/14/jeff-sessions-points-to-the-bible-in-defense-of-separating-immigrant-families/?utm_term=.88815b3afd67
https://www.cnn.com/2018/06/19/politics/corey-lewandowski-undocumented-immigrant-womp-womp/index.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/05/17/us/trump-animals-ms-13-gangs.html
https://scholar.harvard.edu/stantcheva/publications/immigration-and-support-redistribution
https://www.washingtonpost.com/powerpost/ryans-mandate-on-immigration-ignores-the-first-lesson-of-how-a-bill-becomes-law/2018/06/21/e0ea3be0-7586-11e8-9780-b1dd6a09b549_story.html?utm_term=.1a85276de65f
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Trump: 24,241 
 

 

 

Prison Companies Donate, Lock Up Profits 

• The country’s two biggest prison companies are profiteering off of Trump’s zero 

tolerance policy through ICE contracts to detain immigrants. The share of 

revenues coming from ICE for the companies, CoreCivic and GEO Group, have 

doubled in 2017 versus 2007, according to filings with the SEC. 

• Could it be payback? In the 2016 presidential campaign, a GEO Group subsidiary 

gave $225,000 to a pro-Trump super-PAC. And GEO Group and CoreCivic each 

donated a combined $500,000 to President Donald Trump’s inauguration fund. 

• In 2017, the Trump administration said it would continue to work with private 

prisons. GEO Group and CoreCivic spent $2.6 million on federal lobbying.  

Legal Aid Can Help 

• Immigrants in New York state have the 

greatest likelihood of getting a lawyer 

and the lowest deportation rates of any 

state, according to a new report by 

researchers at Syracuse University. Why? 

More than 74% of the state’s cases in 

had attorneys, and just 28% received deportation orders between 2002 and 2018. 

• In contrast, Texas, with the nation’s busiest immigration courts, only 29.1% of 

cases had lawyers, and 69% received deportation orders over the same period. 

• In N.J., 56.1% of those with immigration cases had lawyers and 37% of cases 

wound up with removal orders. 

• The problems faced by immigrants who don't have lawyers were highlighted in a 

recent report on HBO's "Last Week Tonight" with John Oliver 

What Immigration Crisis? Illegal Border Crossings Have Dropped 

• Over the past two decades, apprehensions along the Mexican border have 

plummeted. Average apprehensions along the border by month: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Source: U.S. Customs and Border Protection 

How You Can Help 

You can donate to local immigrant 

advocacy organizations like: 

• Wind of the Spirit 

• First Friends of NJ and NY 

• KIND (Kids in Need of Defense) 
 

Bush: 81,588 

 
Obama: 34,647 

https://finance.yahoo.com/quote/CXW/chart?p=CXW#eyJpbnRlcnZhbCI6IndlZWsiLCJwZXJpb2RpY2l0eSI6MSwidGltZVVuaXQiOm51bGwsImNhbmRsZVdpZHRoIjoxMS4wOTUyMzgwOTUyMzgwOTUsInZvbHVtZVVuZGVybGF5Ijp0cnVlLCJhZGoiOnRydWUsImNyb3NzaGFpciI6dHJ1ZSwiY2hhcnRUeXBlIjoibGluZSIsImV4dGVuZGVkIjpmYWxzZSwibWFya2V0U2Vzc2lvbnMiOnt9LCJ
https://finance.yahoo.com/quote/GEO/chart?p=GEO#eyJpbnRlcnZhbCI6IndlZWsiLCJwZXJpb2RpY2l0eSI6MSwidGltZVVuaXQiOm51bGwsImNhbmRsZVdpZHRoIjoxMS4wOTUyMzgwOTUyMzgwOTUsInZvbHVtZVVuZGVybGF5Ijp0cnVlLCJhZGoiOnRydWUsImNyb3NzaGFpciI6dHJ1ZSwiY2hhcnRUeXBlIjoibGluZSIsImV4dGVuZGVkIjpmYWxzZSwibWFya2V0U2Vzc2lvbnMiOnt9LCJ
https://www.motherjones.com/politics/2018/05/trumps-immigration-crackdown-is-a-boom-time-for-private-prisons/
https://www.motherjones.com/crime-justice/2017/06/lawsuit-accuses-private-prison-company-of-illegally-funding-a-trump-super-pac/
https://www.opensecrets.org/trump/contractor-contributions/
https://www.motherjones.com/politics/2017/02/department-justice-just-announced-it-will-start-using-private-prisons-again/
https://www.opensecrets.org/lobby/clientsum.php?id=D000022003&year=2017
https://www.opensecrets.org/lobby/clientsum.php?id=D000021940
http://trac.syr.edu/phptools/immigration/nta/
http://trac.syr.edu/phptools/immigration/nta/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9fB0GBwJ2QA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9fB0GBwJ2QA
https://www.windofthespirit.net/
https://firstfriendsnjny.org/

