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New Jersey Labor Stands Together  
to Make the Difference in 2018 

 

 

We are greatly appreciative to our 

affiliates, Central Labor Councils, 

Building Trades Councils, and   

brothers and sisters from across all 

sectors of the labor movement for 

making 2018 a year of monumental 

achievement. Despite the Supreme 

Court’s ruling in Janus v. AFSCME 

and countless attacks on workers’ 

rights, organized labor in New Jersey 

delivered several landmark victories 

that promise a brighter future for all 

working families. 

 

Of those many victories, some of the 

most notable came by way of        

November’s midterm elections, with 

the reelection of Senator Bob   

Menendez as well as the election of 

all 12 of our labor-endorsed          

congressional candidates and nine 

State  Senate and Assembly members. 

The results of this historic election 

are, without a doubt, a testament to 

the exceptional mobilization efforts of 

organized labor. This goes to show 

that when working people stand    

together, we are an unassailable force, 

and there is no limit to what we can 

accomplish.  

 

November’s elections were also    

especially significant because our  

nationally-renowned Labor Candi-

dates Program notched its 1,000th  

candidate victory, a mark many 

thought impossible to reach when the 

program first began more than two 

decades ago. In total, the election saw 

fifty victories achieved by rank-and-

file union members running for public 

office, bringing the program’s total 

number of election victories to 1,024 

and its all-time win ratio to 76%.  

 

Of course, none of this would have 

been possible without the solidarity 

and support of our affiliate unions and 

many dedicated volunteers. Now, as 

we enter 2019, New Jersey will lead 

the way forward for the rest of the 

nation, securing needed reforms that 

promote job creation, quality         

education, skills training, modernized    

infrastructure, affordable health care,    

equitable taxation, and a sustainable 

and secure retirement future for all 

working families. 

 

Continued pg. 2 

By Charles Wowkanech, Pres. & 

Laurel Brennan, Sec. Treas. 

 

—- 2018 HEADLINES —- 
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MIDTERM 
ELECTIONS 

LEGISLATIVE 
VICTORIES  

 Nov. 8: “NJ Labor Leads Charge”  

 Nov. 3: “Volunteers Make Final Push” 

 Oct. 27: “Walk Together, Win Together” 

 Aug. 13: “22nd Labor Candidates School” 

UNION 
STRONG 

 Aug. 10: “Legislation Grants Unemploy-

ment Benefits to Striking workers”  

 May 2: “Earned Sick Days Becomes Law” 

 Apr. 24: “Signing of Equal Pay Bill” 

 Apr. 12: “Groundbreaking Legislative 

Victories”  

 Aug. 15: “Patients Before Profits” 

 Aug. 8: “Missouri Voters Reject ‘Right-to-

Work’ Law” 

 Jul. 26: “Red for Feds” 

 Jul. 16: “Non-Profit Aids Residents Seek-

ing Citizenship” 

http://www.njaflcio.org/labor_movement_leads_charge_to_take_back_the_house_in_midterm_elections
http://www.njaflcio.org/_unionstrong
http://www.njaflcio.org/union_strong
http://www.njaflcio.org/22nd_annual_labor_candidates_school_primes_union_member_office_seekers_for_success_in_crucial_2018_election
http://www.njaflcio.org/governor_murphy_signs_legislation_granting_unemployment_benefits_to_striking_workers
http://www.njaflcio.org/led_by_labor_earned_sick_days_becomes_law
http://www.njaflcio.org/labor_makes_history_with_signing_of_equal_pay_bill
http://www.njaflcio.org/today_in_trenton_labor_secures_groundbreaking_legislative_victories
http://www.njaflcio.org/patients_before_profits_hpae_healthcare_workers_picket_hackensack_meridian_health_hospitals_in_hudson_monmouth_and_ocean_counties
http://www.njaflcio.org/missouri_voters_overwhelming_reject_right_to_work_law
http://www.njaflcio.org/_redforfeds
http://www.njaflcio.org/we_are_one_nj_inc
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The road ahead will not be easy, but 

as we proved in 2018, our unity, our 

solidarity, and our shared values will 

allow us to prevail. The coming 

years will mark a turning point for 

our state; the laws we pass and the 

message we send will leave no ques-

tion that organized labor is the true 

champion for all working people. We 

have done the work and built a 

movement that enables us to make 

our collective voice heard. 
 

We congratulate our affiliates on a 

job well done, and hope you take a 

moment to appreciate your work, 

which we’ve highlighted in this 

newsletter. We wish you and your 

family a happy and healthy New 

Year.  

MOVING FORWARD 

 
 

16th Annual WILD Conference 

March 1-2, 2019 (East Brunswick) 

 

COPE Endorsement Conference 

June 11-12, 2019 (Atlantic City) 

 

25th New Jersey State AFL-CIO Labor Awards 

June 11, 2019 (Atlantic City) 

 

23rd Annual Labor Candidates School 

TBD (New Brunswick) 

—- UPCOMING EVENTS —- 

The New Jersey State AFL-CIO, 

working in partnership with Central 

Labor Councils, Building Trades 

Councils, affiliated unions, community 

allies and progressive partners 

achieved historic election successes 

through Labor 2018: 

Find a full summary of Labor 2018 in Labor 

News Election Edition. 
 

 Stood in solidarity to protest the    

President’s attempt to undermine the   

apolitical civil service system.  
 

 Supported the 26th Annual National 

Association of Letter Carriers’ 

“Stamp Out Hunger” food drive, the 

largest one-day food collection event 

in the country.  
 

 Joined affiliates and community allies 

to celebrate the Earned Sick Days bill 

signing by Governor Phil Murphy. 
 

 Joined with Central Labor Council 

presidents, labor elected officials, and 

affiliates for the signing of an Execu-

tive Order that would combat worker 

misclassification in New Jersey by 

establishing a task force to ramp up 

enforcement of existing laws. 
 

 Urged members to support 1,400 of 

our CWA brothers and sisters during 

a strike at Frontier Communications, a 

company that offers telecom services 

in 29 states around the country, in-

cluding New York and Pennsylvania.  
 

The New Jersey 

State AFL-CIO 

lobbied, testified, 

and mobilized on 

behalf of various 

issues to champion 

working family 

interests including: 
 

For a full summary of legislative activity, visit 

our website’s current legislation page. 

The New Jersey State AFL-CIO made 

headlines through the year, driving the 

conversation on many key state issues. 

Here are some of our the highlights: 
 

 Sept. 3: “A Labor Day question 

for you: Are you working too hard 

for too little?” (NJ.com)  
 

 Oct. 24: “W orking-class people 

are underrepresented in politics. 

The problem isn’t voters” (Vox)  
 

 Oct. 4: “W hy are so few US   

politicians from the working 

class?” (The Guardian)  
 

 Feb. 20: “N.J. union leader: Future 

of organized labor is in Supreme 

Court's hands” (NJ.com)   
 

 Jun. 12: “Gov. Murphy, NJ politi-

cians tout support for Atlantic City 

unions“ (Press of Atlantic City)  

IN THE NEWS 

IN SOLIDARITY 

AT THE POLLS 

AT THE STATEHOUSE 

 Senator Menendez victory 

 All 12 congressional candidate victories 

 54 labor candidate victories with a 76% 

win ratio (1,024 all-time total) 

 9,402 walk volunteers 

 366,000 doors knocked 

 148,504 pieces of mail 

 Equal Pay for Women 

 Earned Sick Leave 

 $15 Minimum Wage 

 Prevailing Wage 

 PSE&G Nuclear Energy Facilities 

 Paid Family Leave Reform 

 Unemployment Insurance for     

Striking Workers  

MOBILIZE 

https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/njaflcio/pages/29/attachments/original/1545339691/LABOR_FAX_-_11-08-18_Final.pdf?1545339691
http://www.njaflcio.org/current_legislation
https://www.nj.com/opinion/index.ssf/2018/09/on_this_labor_day_think_about_this_are_you_working.html
https://www.vox.com/policy-and-politics/2018/10/24/18009856/working-class-income-inequality-randy-bryce-alexandria-ocasio-cortez
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/commentisfree/2018/oct/04/few-us-politicians-working-class
https://www.nj.com/opinion/index.ssf/2018/02/nj_union_leader_future_of_collective_bargaining_up.html
https://www.pressofatlanticcity.com/news/press/new_jersey/gov-murphy-nj-politicians-tout-support-for-atlantic-city-unions/article_af6a7857-2668-5686-b267-3b97fcbfc338.html
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OPEIU:153 

In 2018, the education efforts of the 

New Jersey State AFL-CIO helped 

raise up the voices of trade unionists 

across our state. Nothing could be 

more important, as working people 

now face serious challenges, due in 

large part to the recent Janus decision. 

With the educational opportunities 

provided by the state federation, our 

capacity to fight back and win is  

greater than ever before. Highlights of 

this year’s educational activities to 

bolster leadership and solidarity across 

the state include: 
 

 22nd Annual Labor  Candidates 

School:  Provided expert instruction 

to 36 rank-and-file union members 

running for political office. The      

success of our Labor Candidates Pro-

gram has garnered the interests of 

many national and international un-

ions. Throughout 2018, President 

Wowkanech  toured the country to 

speak at national AFL-CIO regional 

meetings and many of our affiliated 

union conferences, delivering presenta-

tions on our program. 
 

 15th Annual WILD Conference: 
Empowered more than 300 union sis-

ters to listen, learn, and lead in the 

fight to strengthen our labor movement 

and nation.  
 

 Working Families United for NJ: 
Our grassroots coalition led in the fight 

for earned sick days, PFL  reform, and 

a $15 minimum wage. 

The New Jersey State AFL-CIO re-

mains dedicated to maintaining a ro-

bust organizing program to enhance 

the effectiveness and durability of the 

statewide labor movement. Here’s a 

recap of some of our most notable or-

ganizing efforts in 2018:  

 

 Northwest CLC: The state federa-

tion worked with local affiliates to 

establish this new Central Labor 

Council, which unites the voice of 

labor across Northwestern New Jer-

sey. This CLC boasted an exception-

ally high volunteer turn-out during 

our labor walks, leading to the elec-

tion of labor-endorsed Congressional 

candidate Mikie Sherrill.  
 

 AFSCME NJ Council 63 Found-

ing Convention: The state federa-

tion took part in the founding conven-

tion of AFSCME NJ Council 63, 

which creates an organization that is 

equipped to serve its members long 

into the future. This new council will 

ensure that working people are able to 

exercise their voice and bargain for 

justice on the job.  
 

 Teachers’ Strikes: With several 

high stakes campaigns across the 

country concerning fair compensation 

for educators, the state federation mo-

bilized members and allies to contrib-

ute to strike funds and show their soli-

darity for our brothers and sisters.  
 

The New Jersey State AFL-CIO rec-

ognizes that shared community values 

and solidarity across all union sectors 

is essential to our success. The follow-

ing activities demonstrate our ongoing 

commitment to promoting a unified, 

progressive movement: 
 

 We Are One NJ: Hudson and Union 

County centers, backed by the labor 

movement, have processed more than 

2,614 U.S. citizenship applications, 

and celebrated with 1,256 clients upon 

their becoming fully naturalized citi-

zens. 
 

 Women’s March: Across our state, 

more than 15,000 union members and 

community allies marched for equal 

pay, education, workers’ rights, Medi-

care, jobs, and justice for all. 

 

 Working People’s Day of Action: 
The New Jersey State AFL-CIO joined 

with thousands of union members from 

all sectors of the labor movement as 

well as progressive community allies 

to stand up for the right to collectively 

bargain in response to the Janus v. 

AFSCME Supreme Court case and 

other attacks from the far-right.  
 

 Workers’ Memorial Day 2018: 

On April 28, 2018, the labor move-

ment observed Workers’ Memorial 

Day to remember workers killed or 

injured on the job and to renew the 

fight for strong safety and health pro-

tections.  

UNITE 

ORGANIZE 

EDUCATE 

http://www.njaflcio.org/22nd_annual_labor_candidates_school_primes_union_member_office_seekers_for_success_in_crucial_2018_election
http://www.njaflcio.org/22nd_annual_labor_candidates_school_primes_union_member_office_seekers_for_success_in_crucial_2018_election
http://www.njaflcio.org/15th_annual_wild_conference_bridging_the_divide_for_workplace_safety
https://www.facebook.com/WorkingFamiliesUnitedForNewJerseyInc/
http://www.njaflcio.org/affiliates
http://www.njaflcio.org/roadmap_for_the_future_afscme_nj_council_63_founding_convention
http://www.njaflcio.org/roadmap_for_the_future_afscme_nj_council_63_founding_convention
http://www.njaflcio.org/west_virginia_teachers_need_our_support
https://www.facebook.com/weareonenewjersey/?ref=bookmarks
http://www.njaflcio.org/join_the_women_s_march_on_nj
http://www.njaflcio.org/mobilize_in_the_fight_for_collective_bargaining_rights
http://www.njaflcio.org/workers_memorial_day_2018_events_schedule

