
 

 

 
Union County Center   

What They Are Saying …  

Statements of Support for We Are One New Jersey – Union County Center and 

Workforce Innovation Business Center 

“This center is at the forefront of empowering local families and forging new bonds between our 

many diverse communities. The opportunity to help our friends and neighbors on the path to 

citizenship, not only helps families to build brighter futures, but also brings out the best in our 

society as has been the case for generations.” – U.S. Representative Albio Sires (D-8) 

“Wave after wave of immigrants have continued to renew Union County and shape America. 

The We Are One New Jersey – Union County Center will provide assistance that will help 

naturalize these immigrants, and enable and empower them to build stronger communities, and 

productive lives.” – State Sen. Raymond J. Lesniak (D-20)  

“Union County is living proof that diversity and inclusiveness go hand in hand with a dynamic 

economy, a thriving cultural sphere and opportunities to achieve and give back to the 

community. As the son of an immigrant, this has been my firsthand experience, so when Senator 

Lesniak called me about joining We Aare One New Jersey with my Workforce Innovation 

Business Center initiative, the potential for great synergy between the two programs was 

immediately apparent. I am very proud to partner Union County with We Are One New Jersey, 

to help make the promise of a better life become a reality for many more Union County 

residents.” – Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders Chairman Mohamed S. Jalloh 

“As the son of immigrants who came to this country seeking the American Dream but were 

confronted with a lack of resources to assist in their quest, I very strongly support the creation of 

the We Are One New Jersey – Union County Center. Now is the time to help out the tens of 

thousands of individuals in Union County who are not U.S. citizens, and assist them in every 

way possible in obtaining citizenship and all the benefits that come along with it. My colleagues 

and I on the Freeholder Board stand strongly behind our investment in this initiative.” 

– Union County Freeholder Sergio Granados 

 

“These community-based centers are important additions in our ongoing effort to build and 

engage new communities,” said Charles Wowkanech, chairman of We Are One New Jersey. 

“We all live and work with people who are in this country legally but cannot fully participate in 

their communities because they are not U.S. citizens.” 

– Charles Wowkanech, President, New Jersey State AFL-CIO 

-- More – 



“By helping residents to become U.S. citizens this center is helping local families to gain power, 

to gain visibility, and to become engaged in the state and local civic process,” said New Jersey 

State AFL-CIO Secretary-Treasurer. “There are long-time members of our communities that are 

invisible because they lack the resources or support needed to become citizens. This center will 

ensure that their voices and dreams matter too.” 

– Laurel Brennan, Secretary-Treasurer, New Jersey State AFL-CIO 

  

“As one of the most diverse states in the country, New Jersey recognizes and embraces 

the meaningful social and economic contributions made by its immigrant community. By 

providing our neighbors, friends and families with the necessary guidance and resources to 

become citizens through We Are One New Jersey centers, we are not only empowering them to 

realize the American Dream, but also strengthening our communities."  

– State Senator Nicholas Scutari (D-22)  

“I would like to welcome the new We Are One New Jersey Center to Union County. With our 

diverse population, this center will provide a great resource to our community and help many 

residents through the citizenship process, thus making our community stronger.” 

– Assemblyman Jerry Green (D-22) 

 

“Given all the success We are One New Jersey – Hudson County has had, we are all the more 

excited to see these services being expanded to Union County. The programs and assistance 

offered at the center have proven invaluable in helping many immigrants realize their goal of 

American citizenship, when it otherwise might not be possible. Not only will the center help 

many realize what has been a lifelong dream, it will also open the door to new opportunities once 

thought impossible. The center will offer a safe and secure environment residents will feel 

comfortable going to for assistance.” – Assemblywoman Annette Quijano (D-20) 

“The We Are One New Jersey – Union County Center is a great project that will provide 

immigrant families the resources needed to take advantage of all aspects of living in our great 

state.  This center is exactly what is needed in Union County, which is home to a diverse 

population of people from all over the world.  I am very excited about its opening.” 

– Assemblyman Jamel Holley (D-20) 

 

“We are proud to have We Are One New Jersey in Union County to help guide and support our 

residents to become citizens. As a part of the naturalization process, this center will be a huge 

resource and give access to many services that legal immigrants can efficiently utilize.” 

– Assemblywoman Linda Stender (D-22) 

 

“The City of Elizabeth is proud to work with the County of Union on this new initiative. The 

process associated with becoming a U.S. citizen can be complicated. However, guidance, 

assistance and reliable resources are available within our community. The We Are One New 

Jersey – Union County program will connect individuals with dedicated professionals who have 

the experience and expertise required to address concerns,  while providing the assistance needed 

to help residents achieve their goals.” – Elizabeth Mayor J. Christian Bollwage 

 

 

 

 



-- More --  

 

“This is truly an exciting time for the residents of Union County as we witness the grand opening 

of the Workforce Innovation Business Center. The purpose of this center is to facilitate 

employment by providing Union County adults, dislocated workers and young people with the 

training skills and opportunities that they need in order to succeed in today’s business 

environment. The opening of this center represents not only a commitment to support the 

residents of our communities, but also provides an opportunity for our local businesses to grow 

and become more competitive.  I would also like to acknowledge the contributions of Union 

County College as a key provider for the didactic training needed that makes this program 

successful. I encourage all the residents of Union County to join me in applauding the Union 

County Freeholders, and other elected officials for their support, wisdom and tireless efforts in 

connection with making today’s grand opening of this center a reality.” 

– Glenn Nacion, Chairman, Workforce Innovation Business Center  

 

“The WIBC is a testament to the vision of the Freeholder chair and the County Freeholders. 

Through the center, Union County College is able to increase countywide job readiness and 

employee productivity, thereby giving businesses the support they need to thrive in Union 

County and giving residents a pathway to jobs and a better life.” 

– Union County College President Margaret M. McMenamin 
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