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As New Jersey prepares to welcome a new administration and legislature, it is poised to become
the 13th state to allow all its residents to apply for driver’s licenses, regardless of their
immigration status. Doing so would increase public safety, help the state’s economy and increase
the well-being of all families – particularly the hundreds of thousands who would be newly
allowed to drive legally.

In total, about 466,000 New Jersey undocumented immigrants are of driving age and would be
eligible for a license.Based on the experience of other states, we estimate that half these eligible
New Jerseyans – 233,000 in all – would receive a license within the first three years of
implementation,1 a 3.8 percent increase in the total number of licensed drivers in the state. (A
higher number would likely apply for a license but not everyone who applies passes the written
and road tests and is ultimately licensed.)

New Jersey Policy Perspective is a nonpartisan nonprofit organization devoted to independent research
that promotes shared prosperity and widespread economic opportunity in the Garden State.

Expanding Access to Driver’s Licenses is a Common-Sense Step in the Right Direction

Nine New Jersey counties would see 10,000 or more
residents sign up for licenses, while an additional four
counties – Atlantic, Camden, Ocean and Somerset –
would see between 5,000 and 10,000 sign up.
Allowing all New Jerseyans who can prove their
identity and in-state residence to be trained, licensed,
and insured would make the state safer, help the state’s
economy and increase the wellbeing of families.
Make the state safer
•

•
•

•

•

Having more licensed drivers would make New
Jersey’s roads safer, because more people who
can be accountable for their driving record.
Undocumented immigrants are already careful drivers – but new research finds that they
are even more careful in states that allow them to drive legally.2
Once licensed, undocumented immigrants are less likely to flee the scene of an accident.
In California, for example, allowing all residents to drive regardless of status led to a
significant decline in hit-and-run accidents. The researchers at Stanford University who
published these findings suggest that licensed undocumented drivers have weaker
incentives to flee because they are less likely to fear deportation.3
There would also likely be an overall decrease in fatal accidents, based on the experience
of the three states with the longest-standing policies similar to the one being proposed in
New Jersey.4
Towns and cities across the state would safer as the trust between immigrant
communities and law enforcement improves.

Help New Jersey’s economy & boost the collection of motorist fees
•

•
•

2

New Jersey’s economy works best when everyone can work and provide for themselves
and their families. In many parts of the state, having a car and ability to drive safely is
central to achieving that goal. By allowing more people to legally drive, this policy would
help more New Jerseyans participate in the state’s economy and contribute more to their
local economies.
Since auto insurance is compulsory in New Jersey, thousands of drivers would obtain
coverage, boosting annual premium payments by about $223 million a year.5
The state would likely collect $11.7 million in license fees (assuming 233,000 people
sign up for a license that costs $50). On top of these initial license fees, New Jersey
would likely collect these fees on a recurring basis when licenses expire every four years
– and it would also likely collect $2.3 million in one-time fees for driving permits, since
the 233,000 would be required to get permits because they are first time license holders.
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•

These newly-licensed drivers would purchase an estimated 84,000 automobiles, boosting
vehicle registration fees by $3.9 milion (assuming that newly purchased cars will be
registered at a cost of $46.50 per registration).6

Increase the well-being of families
•
•
•

More parents would be able to drive their children to school or doctors’ appointments
without breaking the law.
This policy would reduce the chances of family separation via deportation or jail time and
help ease the anxiety that can damage a child’s development.
Other New Jerseyans who have trouble obtaining the required documentation under the
current 6-point system would be able to validate their identity and New Jersey residence
under this new policy.
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