“Social justice should be the underlying goal of all humanity.”
-Alan V. Lowenstein, Institute Founder

October 8, 2020
Board of Trustees
Douglas S. Eakeley, Esq.
Chair
Jerome C. Harris, Jr.
Vice Chair
Kenneth Y. Tanji
Treasurer
Patricia Nachtigal, Esq.
Secretary
Ryan P. Haygood, Esq.
President & CEO
Elise C. Boddie, Esq.
Paulette Brown, Esq.
John J. Farmer, Jr., Esq.
Paul J. Fishman, Esq.
Michael D. Francis, Esq.
Rev. Timothy Adkins-Jones
Sandra King
Robin A. Lenhardt, Esq.
John H. Lowenstein, Ph.D.
Diana DeJesus-Medina
James McQueeny
B. John Pendleton, Jr., Esq.
Darrell K. Terry, Sr.
Martin Vergara II
Nina Mitchell Wells, Esq.
Antoinette Ellis-Williams, Ph.D.
Gary M. Wingens, Esq.
Zulima V. Farber, Esq. (Emerita)
Roger A. Lowenstein, Esq. (Emeritus)
Theodore V. Wells, Jr., Esq. (Emeritus)
Founders
Alan V. and Amy Lowenstein*
Founding Board President
Nicholas deB. Katzenbach, Esq.*
Founding Board Vice President
Hon. Dickinson R. Debevoise*
*deceased

60 Park Place, Suite 511
Newark, NJ 07102-5504
ph. (973) 624-9400
fax (973) 624-0704
email: justice@njisj.org
www.njisj.org

do social justice.

Dear Governor Murphy, Senate President Sweeney, and Assembly Speaker
Coughlin:
We write to urge you to immediately pass and sign legislation
(A4655/S2923) limiting the presence of law enforcement near voting
locations – allowing police only to respond to emergencies. Connecting
voting and law enforcement is a bad idea at any time. But particularly in
light of the current climate and the growing awareness of matters of racism
around policing, along with the increase in voter anxiety with regard to this
November’s election, it is imperative to ensure that there are no deterrents to
voting, especially for Black and other communities of color.
Whether intentional or not, having police presence near a voting site can be
intimidating to voters – especially many Black voters – and suppress the
vote. Unfortunately, this year, voters are concerned that law enforcement
could be present intentionally to intimidate voters. The president recently
said that he would send law enforcement to polling places to address nonexistent voter fraud.1 During the 1981 gubernatorial election here in New
Jersey, off duty police officers were used to intimidate voters in Black and
Brown communities.2 This led to a Consent Decree to prohibit such actions
in future elections.3 In 2009, the federal judge that renewed the Consent
Decree acknowledged: “Some voters—especially in minority districts where
the legacy of racism and history of clashes between the population and
authorities has given rise to a suspicion of police and other officials—may
choose to refrain from voting.”4 However, that Consent Decree expired in
December 2017,5 and the first presidential election in a generation without
this added protection is now upon us.
To be clear, the president does not have the authority to send local law
enforcement to the polls. It is also illegal to intimidate voters. We have faith
that the Attorney General’s office will be ready to address any voter
intimidation issues. However, voters are understandably concerned and the
state must step up to reassure voters by passing legislation that will address
their concerns.
This issue extends beyond polling places to all voting locations. For the July
primary, where each county was required to have five secure ballot drop

boxes, some placed those drop boxes at law enforcement sites. Voters expressed concern over
this.6 For the November election – and in future elections – we are correctly increasing the
number of secure drop boxes in every county. Drop boxes are a great option for voters, as they
are meant to be accessible 24/7 and have video surveillance. However, drop boxes at law
enforcement agencies are simply not “accessible” to all communities, particularly some Black
voters, who may not feel comfortable having police presence when they are casting their
vote. While drop box locations have been decided, there is a window to make changes because in
many places, the changes would be to move the location of the drop box to the other side of
government buildings. This would be a small change, but a meaningful one for voters who may
otherwise feel apprehension at casting their vote in front of a police station.
A4655/S2923 is historic legislation that will allow voters to cast their ballots without fear of
intimidation by limiting law enforcement presence at all voting locations. This legislation would
prohibit law enforcement officers from serving as challengers for either party and would bar law
enforcement presence within 100 feet of a polling location, in or out of uniform, except to vote in
their personal capacities or when called upon by election officials to address an emergency. The
legislation will also bar the placement of secure drop boxes within 100 feet of a law enforcement
agency.
To be sure, election officials must be able to summon police to address an emergency and
maintain the peace. This legislation explicitly allows for this. The legislation is also reasonable in
terms of logistics. 100 feet is not a great distance – but is enough to allow voters peace of mind.
This is arguably the most important election of our lifetimes. As elected officials and advocates,
it is our responsibility to address voter concerns and to work to fortify our elections so that all
New Jersey voters, regardless of their race, feel comfortable exercising their right to vote. This
legislation is crucial and we urge you to pass and sign it immediately to make it effective for
November’s election.

Respectfully,
ACLU-NJ
ALALS Rutgers Law
All of Us or None-Northern NJ
American Reentry Initiative
BlueWaveNJ
Clean Water Action
EraseTheRedline Inc
Faith in New Jersey
Forcing Out Recidivism Through Education (F.O.R.T.E. House)
Greater New Jersey Pride at Work
Latino Action Network
LatinoJustice PRLDEF
League of Women Voters of New Jersey
LEAM NJ
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Lutherans Engaging in Advocacy Ministry NJ
Middlesex County Community Reentry Coalition
National Coalition of Latino Officers
NAACP Metuchen Edison Piscataway Branch
NAACP New Jersey State Conference
New Jersey League of Conservation Voters
New Jersey Institute for Social Justice
New Jersey Policy Perspective
NJ 11th For Change
NJ Appleseed Public Interest Law Center
NJ Citizen Action
NJ Working Families
NJ- Prison Justice Watch
NJCAIC
People's Organization for Progress
Salvation and Social Justice
Students for Prison Education, Abolition and Reform -- Princeton
The New Jersey Parents Caucus, Inc.
Women Who Never Give Up, Inc
cc: Asw. Verlina Reynolds-Jackson
Sen. Shirley K. Turner
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