
Andrew Chamberlain – A liberal voice for Glasgow 
 
Scotland needs liberals.  That’s as true now as it was during all of the decades when the Liberal 
Party held a seemingly unassailable sway over Scottish politics.  We offer voters the opportunity to 
put two fingers up to the forces North and South of the border that would centralise power away 
from the people, dictate how they should live their lives and place barriers between them and the 
world beyond. 
 
If elected as an MSP I would spend every day of my term attempting to maximise individual 
freedom.  I support much of the Scottish Liberal Democrat policy agenda, but would like to see us 
go further in a number of areas. 
 
Firstly, it’s vitally important that we redistribute wealth.  Without the means to pursue an option you 
are not meaningfully free to pursue it.  Housing policy presents an opportunity to shift the pattern of 
wealth holding in this country on a large scale.  By moving from supporting people on low incomes 
to pay rent towards a system of state-backed mortgages we could open up new vistas of opportunity 
for those in our society who start off without inherited wealth. 
 
Instead of reforming the Land and Buildings Transaction Tax we could abolish it and put a Land 
Value Tax in its place.  This would incentivise people who are underutilising their homes to 
downsize as opposed to the current system which incentivises them to stay put.  In a city like 
Glasgow where land is pressured, this policy should be particularly beneficial.  It should also 
capture more unearned wealth that will be available for transfer into the likes of state-backed 
mortgages. 
 
In education we should be interested in abolishing catchment areas for schools.  The house that you 
can afford to buy should not dictate the life chances of your children.  Looking further forward, a 
tapered system of education vouchers where the lowest income families would have access to the 
largest vouchers would make the funding of education transparent.  It would also help engage 
parents in choosing their child’s school and persuade schools to compete for disadvantaged 
children. 
 
The Scottish NHS is ripe for reform.  As a bureaucracy it is massively unaccountable to the people 
it serves.  Opening up a degree of choice for patients over which organisation they want to treat 
them is a crucial first step.  State-run health insurance along the lines of the Canadian or French 
systems would be a logical, tried and tested approach to ensuring that everyone continues to have 
free access to healthcare while opening up the possibility of a more pluralistic system.  It’s in cities 
like Glasgow where the largest opportunity to empower patients by expanding choice exists. 
 
The Lib Dems have a proud record of defending local government against centralising parties in 
Holyrood and Westminster.  We can go further by committing to devolve as much control and 
power away from Holyrood and down to the councils as possible.  If something can be done at a 
local level then that’s where power should lie.  Our councils are the largest in Western Europe.  It’s 
nearly 25 years since the last reorganisation of local government.  The next one should see them 
broken down into smaller units and given the power they need to make local democracy 
meaningful. 
 
Liberalism is the Liberal Democrats’ most valuable inheritance.  Without it the party would cease to 
have any reason to exist.  It’s incumbent on all of us to think about how the state can be used to 
expand freedom, adopt the policies that flow from this and fight the battles that lie ahead.  If we 
don’t fight for freedom; nobody else will. 


