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Since joining the Liberal Democrats in 2015,  I have been a 
candidate at local and national level.  I campaigned for 
Remain and for a People’s Vote.  I am currently the 
convener of Glasgow City Liberal Democrats, the Scottish 
Policy Committee convener and the Scottish party 
spokesperson on Children and Young People.  I was the 
Scottish representative on the Thornhill review of the Lib 
Dem 2019 general election campaign.  In a relatively short 
period of time, I have gained a great deal of experience of 
campaigning, knowledge of the party structure at local and 
national level, and an understanding of the nature of policy 
development.  From my long experience in education, as a 
secondary headteacher, and in professional regulation, I 
have skill as a public speaker and in dealing with the public. 

For the Scottish parliamentary election I think that the economy, health and education will be the 
three most important issues.  I believe that the national party must develop strong, distinctive 
policies in these areas, with straightforward messaging that will resonate with the public.   

Economy   Scotland’s economy was not doing well prior to the Covid crisis but the situation is now 
much worse.  I think independence should be dismissed as a total distraction from the real issues, 
and one which would cost Scotland dearly.  Government cannot create or run businesses but it 
can optimise the conditions in which business will flourish.  The focus should be on creating the 
conditions which will promote entrepreneurship and allow small businesses to grow.  We must 
promote links to the other regions of the UK and develop the infrastructure, both virtual and real, 
which will promote creativity and forward thinking.  The economic instability of independence is 
the single strongest argument against it.  

Education  Scotland has three significant problems in its education system.  Basic standards are  
now relatively low compared to other countries, there is a large attainment gap between more 
and less advantaged children, and our vocational education sector is weak.  We need to review 
Curriculum for Excellence, invest properly in the education of disadvantaged children with much 
smaller class sizes and increased focus on basic skills, and expand and improve Further Education, 
to plug the skills gap and improve productivity across the board.  A thriving economy builds on a 
strong education system, and Scotland is no longer delivering that for young people. 

Health  Scotland must lose its sick man of Europe status.  The priorities should be Investment in 
proactive screening methods to prevent late diagnoses, tackling obesity in schools and the 
workplace,  increased physical activity in schools, cheap access to enjoyable physical activities for 
the public, increased drug and alcohol rehabilitation, and regulation of the food and restaurant 
industries.  This is a long term strategy for steady improvement.  The concentration on short term 
initiatives has had a negative impact on Scottish health over an extended period of time. 

To conclude  I am a native of Glasgow but lived in Rutherglen for over ten years.  I am truly a 
regional candidate.  I think I can present an experienced, professional image which will invite the 
confidence of voters.  I have a track record of hard work and achievement, and I will bring that to 
the role of candidate and, if elected, MSP.  I would work hard to justify your vote in this election. 

 

 


