
Highland
Liberal Democrats

Candidate Manifesto for Highlands & Islands List from Denis Rixson
- your Liberal Democrat candidate for Skye, Lochaber and Badenoch.

Green - We are emerging from the greatest period of national stress since WWII. People expect we do things
better in future – and nowhere more fervently than Climate Change. We can MITIGATE (reduce our carbon
footprint) and we can COMPENSATE (redress the effects of past damage which has been locked in). Hydrogen
technologies based on renewables are long-term. Short-term we can plant trees, encourage local food production,
establish EV charging-points and make it easier to work remotely. Last year I successfully proposed a motion in
Council to establish Highland as a Carbon Sink. This year I was successful with a motion to promote District
Heating Systems. I’m proposing another to encourage remote working.

Social Care - The pandemic has hit the old hardest, and those with complex health issues. A greater proportion
of our national wealth has now to be dedicated to Social Care, Hygiene and Health (of mind and body). We will be
judged on how we treat our elderly, our sick, our weak and frail - those who depend upon us.
Local - Throughout the Highlands there is despair that so many decisions are taken centrally. London,
Edinburgh, Inverness - even the smaller centres and island towns - can each seem remote. Bring power down. In
Scotland there is currently an unhealthy obsession with Command and Control. Let’s move to Devolve and Trust.

Union - I think it still brings out the best in us – the generous-spirited, the open-hearted, the sharing. Every time I
hear the First Minister use the phrase ‘The Four Nations’ my heart lifts a little. This is Federalism. Scotland, in
general, and the Highlands, in particular, have economies that are dangerously exposed in this pandemic. We need
to bind together and pull together, for the common good. There is a strong, pragmatic and constructive case for
unionism – and I always want to make that.
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Education - As an ex-teacher I think there is one thing on which EVERY teacher will agree:
CUT THE PAPERWORK - and get our teachers back to teaching! That’s what they want and expect to do!
We have to raise attainment for ALL our school-pupils. Poverty is still a real handicap for many of our children
and I am a great believer in schemes like school breakfast clubs to help overcome disadvantage.
Roads, Transport and Ferries - The ferry fiasco affects the lives and livelihoods of so many in or near
coastal communities. And it’s not over yet! But is it any better with landslips on dry land? I don’t ask for new
roads - just better old ones. We need strategic investment and competent oversight.

Denis Rixson for Number 1 on the Highlands & Islands List

Personal - I have lived in Mallaig for nearly 45 years as school-teacher, bookshop-owner and now local
councillor. My children were brought up in rural Kintyre and I am familiar with many parts of the Highlands and
Islands. I have a passion for Highland history and have written several books on the subject. Within Highland
Council I sit on the following Committees: Economy & Infrastructure; Health, Social Care & Wellbeing;
Corporate Resources (and its Budgetary sub-committee); Tourism; Gaelic; as well as the Climate Change Panel
and the Harbours Management Board. We won my seat in the Caol and Mallaig ward from the SNP.
We had a great team then, we have a great team now - as the photos near the foot of the page will show you!

Electoral Experience - Since 2015 I have fought in four elections: 2 for Highland Council – the latter of
which I won, and two for Westminster (in 2015 - Aberdeen South; in 2019 - Inverness, Nairn, Badenoch &
Strathspey). I have been selected as Liberal Democrat candidate for the Skye, Lochaber and Badenoch seat for
the Scottish Parliamentary elections in 2021. I am also a candidate on the Highlands & Islands List. I would be
grateful if you would consider me for the Number 1 slot on that list. Thank You.


